
JOliN F. HARKNESS, JR. 

THE FLORIDA BAR 
651 EAST JEFFERSON STREET 

TALLAHASSEE, FL 32399-2300 850/561-5600 
EXECtJTI\'l': llllmCTOR IVWW.fiLORIOADAil.ORG 

Ms. Kim Lowry Picazio 
Law OtTice of Kim L Picazio P A 
100 SE 3rd Ave Ste 2500 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33394-0002 

August 26, 2009 

Re: Crystal Shet1ield; The Florida Bar File No. 2010-50,286 ( 171) 

Dear Ms. Picazio: 

Enclosed is a copy of an inquiry/complaint and any supporting documents submitted by the above 
referenced complainant(s). Your response to this complaint is required under the provisions of Rule 4-
8.4(g), Rules of Professional Conduct of the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar, and is due in our office by 
September 11, 2009. Responses should not exceed 25 pages and may refer to any additional documents 
or exhibits that are available on request. Failure to provide a written response to this complaint is in itself 
a violation of Rule 4-8.4(g). You are further requested to furnish the complainant with a complete 
copy of your written response, including any documents submitted therewith. 

Please note that pursuant to Rule 3-7.1 (b), Rules of Discipline, any reports, correspondence, papers, 
recordings and/or transcripts of hearings received from either you or the complainant(s) shall become a 
part of the public record in this matter and thus accessible to the public upon a disposition of this tile. 
Pursuant to Rule 3-7 .l (f), Rules of Discipline, you are further required to complete and return the 
enclosed Certificate of Disclosure form. 

If either you or the complainant(s) believe any material provided to The Florida Bar is confidential under 
applicable law, undersigned counsel should be advised of that fact so that measures can be taken to seal 
that portion of the f1le. It should be noted that The Florida Bar is required to acknowledge the status of 
proceedings during the pendency of an investigation, if a specif1c inquiry is made and the matter is 
deemed to be in the public domain. 

Finally, the tiling of this complaint does not preclude communication between the attorney and the 
complainant(s). Please review the enclosed Notice for information on submitting your response. 

Sincerely, 

U. 

Shanell M. Schuyler, Bar Counsel 
Attorney Consumer l\ssistance Program 
ACAP Hotline 866-352-0707 
Enclosures (Certificate ofDisclosure, Notice of Grievance Procedures, Copy of Complaint, Notice­
Mailing Instructions) 

cc: Crystal Shet11eld 



Pursuant to Rule 3-7.1 ( t), Rules of Discipline, you must execute the appropriate disclosure 
paragraph below and return the form to this office by September 11, 2009. The mle provides 
that the nature of the charges be stated in the notice to your finn; however, we suggest that you 
attach a copy of the complaint. 

CERTIFICATE OF DISCLOSURE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this ___ day of ______ , 200 , a true copy of 
the foregoing disclosure was furnished to --------------' a member of 
my present law firm of and, 
if different, to , a member ofthe law finn of 

, with which I was associated 
~--------------------------------

at the time of the act(s) giving rise to the complaint in The Florida Bar File No. 2010-50,286 
( 17I). 

Kim Lowry Picazio 

CERTIFICATE OF DISCLOSURE 
(Corporate/Government Employment) 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this ___ day of _____ _ a true copy of 
the foregoing disclosure was furnished to my supervisor 
at (name of agency), with 
which I was associated at the time of the act(s) giving rise to the complaint in The Florida Bar 

Kim Lowry Picazio 

CERTIFICATE OF NON-LAW FIRM AFFILIATION 
(Sole Practitioner) 

I HEREBY CERTIFY to The Florida Bar on this day of , 200 
that I am not presently affiliated with a law finn and was not affiliated with a law finn at the time 
of the act(s) giving rise to the complaint in The Florida Bar File No. 2010-50,286 (l7I). 

Kim Lowry Picazio 



NOTICE OF GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES 

1. The enclosed letter is an informal inquiry. Your response is required under the 
provisions of The Rules Regulating The Florida Bar 4-8.4(g), Rules of Professional Conduct. 
Failure to provide a written response to this complaint is in itself a violation of Rule 4-8.4(g). If 
you do not respond, the matter will be forwarded to the grievance committee tor disposition in 
accordance with Rule 3-7.3 of the Rules of Discipline. 

2. Many complaints considered first by staff counsel are not forwarded to a grievance 
committee, as they do not involve violations of the Rules of Professional Conduct justifying 
disciplinary action. 

3. "Pursuant to Rule 3-7.1 (a), Rules of Discipline, any response by you in these proceedings 
shall become part of the public record of this matter and thereby become accessible to the public 
upon the closure of the case by Bar counsel or upon a finding of no probable cause, probable 
cause, minor misconduct, or recommendation of diversion. Disclosure during the pendency of 
an investigation may be made only as to status if a specific inquiry concerning this case is made 
and if this matter is generally known to be in the public domain." 

The grievance committee is the Bar's "grand jury." Its function and procedure are set 
forth in Rule 3-7.4. Proceedings before the grievance committee, for the most part, are non­
adversarial in nature. However, you should carefully review Chapter 3 of the Rules Regulating 
The Florida Bar. 

5. If the grievance committee finds probable cause, formal adversarial proceedings, which 
ordinarily lead to disposition by the Supreme Court of Florida, will be commenced under 3-7 .6, 

plea is under Rule 3-7.9 



JOHN F. HARKN~:ss, JR. 
EXICClJT!VE DIRECTOR 

Ms. Crystal Sheffield 
12222 Mud Lake Rd 
Glen St. Mary, FL 32040 

THE FLORIDA BAR 
651 EAST JEFFERSON STREET 

TALLAHASSEE, FL 32399-2300 

AUI:,'llSt 26, 2009 

Re: Kim Lowry Picazio; The Flmida Bar File No. 2010-50,286 (17I) 

Dear Ms. Sheffield: 

850/561-5600 
\VWW.FLORJD,\IlAR.ORG 

Enclosed is a copy of our letter to Ms. Picazio which requires a response to your complaint. 

Once you receive Ms. Picazio's response, you have 10 days to file a rebuttal if you so desire. If 
you decide to file a rebuttal, please send a copy to Ms. Picazio. Rebuttals should not exceed 25 
pages and may refer to any additional documents or exhibits that are available on request. Please 
address any and all correspondence to me. Please note that any correspondence must be sent 
through the U.S. mail; we cannot accept faxed material. 

can 
investigate allegations of misconduct against attorneys, and where appropriate, request that the 
attorney be disciplined. The Florida Bar cannot render legal advice nor can The Florida Bar 
represent individuals or intervene on their behalf in any civil or criminal matter. 

Please review the enclosed Notice on mailing instructions for information on submitting your 
rebuttal. 

Sincerely, 

U. 

Shunell M. Schuyler, Bar Counsel 
Attomey Consumer Assistance Pro~:,'fam 
ACAP Hotline 866-352-0707 

Enclosures (Notice of Grievance Procedures, Copy of Letter to Ms. Picazio; Notice- Mailing 
Instructions) 

cc: Ms. Kim Lowry Picazio 



NOTICE OF GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES 

1. The enclosed letter is an informal inquiry. Your response is required under the 
provisions of The Rules Regulating The Florida Bar 4 8.4(g), Rules of Professional Conduct. 
Failure to provide a written response to this complaint is in itself a violation of Rule 4 8.4(g). If 
you do not respond, the matter will be forwarded to the grievance committee for disposition in 
accordance with Rule 3-7.3 of the Rules of Discipline. 

2. Many complaints considered first by staff counsel are not forwarded to a grievance 
committee, as they do not involve violations of the Rules of Professional Conduct justifying 
disciplinary action. 

3. "Pursuant to Rule 3-7.1 (a), Rules of Discipline, any response by you in these proceedings 
shall become part of the public record of this matter and thereby become accessible to the public 
upon the closure of the case by Bar counsel or upon a t1nding of no probable cause, probable 
cause, minor misconduct, or recommendation of diversion. Disclosure during the pendency of 
an investigation may be made only as to status if a specific inquiry concerning this case is made 
and if this matter is generally known to be in the public domain." 

4. The grievance committee is the Bar's "grand jury." Its function and procedure are set 
forth in Rule 3-7.4. Proceedings before the grievance committee, for the most part, are non­
adversarial in nature. However, you should carefully review Chapter 3 of the Rules Regulating 
The Florida Bar. 

5. If the grievance committee flnds probable cause, formal adversarial proceedings, which 
ordinarily lead to disposition by the Supreme Court of Florida, will be commenced under 
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f!' RECE\VED ~ 
SEP 1 ~ 2009 

Shanell M. Schuyler, Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar 
651 East Jefferson Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399~2300 

Re: Crystal Sheffreld: The Florida Bar No.: 201 ()..50, 286 (171) 

Dear Ms. Schuyler: 

..;. ACAP ~ 
~ ~ 

<,q~.., yvO 
' 1A1SSEE., 

On Friday, September 11, 2009, I submitted my Response to the above-styled bar complaint. I do 
not believe my office provided the Certificate of Disclosure required by Rule 3~7.1(f). Enclosed please 
find a copy of such disclosure to add to this file. 

Thank you for your attention in this regard. 



Pursuant to Rule 3-7.1(f), Rules of Discipline, you must execute the appropriate disclosure 
paragraph below and return the form to this office by September 11,2009. The rule provides 
that the nature of the charges be stated in the notice to your firm; however, we suggest that you 
attach a copy of the complaint. 

CERTIFICATE OF DISCLOSURE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this-. _ rs day of_ ... .._-------" 200 __.. -true copy of 
the foregoing disclosure was furnish~ to · a member of 
my present law firm of_ - and, 
if different, to - · a member of the law firm of 

, with which I was associated 
--~-----~------~~----~----------------~~ at the time of the act(s) giving rise to the complaint in The Florida Bar File No. 2010-50,286 
(171). 

Kiffi LOWry Picazio 

CERTIFICATE OF DISCLOSURE 
(Corporate/Government Employment) 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this day of , 200 , a true copy of 
the foregoing disclosure was furnished to my supervisor 
at (name of agency), with 
which I was associated at the time of the act(s) giving rise to the complaint in The Florida Bar 
File No. 2010-50,286 (171). 

Kim Lowry Picazio 

~ERTIFICATE OF NON-LAW FIRM AFFILIATION 
(1\ " (Sole Practiti~ 

I HEREBY CERTIFY to The Florida Bar on this ·. day of - . 200q 
that I am not presently affiliated with a law firm and was not affiliated · th a law finii at the time 
of the act(s) giving rise to the complaint in The Florida Bar File No. 201~~;2S 



RESPONSE TO CRYSTAL SHEFFIELD: THE !?LORIDA BAR 
FILE NO.: 2010-50,286 (1711) 

When I received this complaint to the Florida Bar by Crystal Sheffield, I was extremely saddened, and 

staggered by the allegations. I have been an upstanding member of the Florida Bar for fourteen (14) years, and 

have never been subject to any disciplinary action in my entire career. I presently serve as an active member of 

the Florida Bar's Family Law Section's Support Committee and Litigation Support Committee. I have always 

accepted complicated pro bono cases through Legal Aid Service of Broward County, Dade County Legal Aid 

Society, Put Something Back Program, judicially appointed Guardian Ad Litem assignments, and private cases I 

feel strongly about. I am a mother of three (3) young children, and when I was asked to represent another Mom 

who had just lost her five (5) year old daughter to an alleged abductor, I felt compelled to accept her case. 

I was confronted with many difficult choices in this high-media case, which literally consumed my law 

practice, my family life, and my energy. Initially, I embarked on the Sheffield case with a fierce determination 

to right the wrongs of this mourning mother's life, and history of abuse. However, as an attorney, I was bound 

by the Rules of the Bar, and was constantly confronted with situations that do not regularly occur in my 

customary family law cases. And many times, such as the one under consideration here, clients resent the 

attorney that will not bend the rules governing the practice of law to achieve the results they demand. 

In order to properly respond to the Complaint tiled by Crystal Sheffield, I must a detailed 

background of the events that transpired in the initial stages of my representation of the client. Haleigh 

Cummings, a five (5) year old child, disappeared from her Father's mobile home in Satsuma, Florida, on or 

around February 101
h, 2009. She has not been found, and there are presently no suspects named, or in custody 

with regard to her disappearance. Her mother was my client, Crystal Sheffield. The Father of the child is 

Ronald Cummings, who was awarded custody of I-Ialeigh and her four (4) year old brother, Ronald Cunm1ings, 

Jr., by and through a Jucll:,rment of Paternity in 2005 in Putnam County, Florida. 

A. INITIAL CONTACT WITH FAMILY 

When I was contacted by Crystal Sheffield to be her spokesperson for the media and assist in fl:unily law 

tssues, it hac! been approximately one ( l) month since her tive (5) year old child, Haleigh Cummings, hac! 



disappeared from her Father's home. Crystal, her family, friends, and advocate, had already appeared on 

numerous occasions on national and local television, late night news shows, had given multiple interviews to 

journalists. As the mother of the missing child, Crystal Shef1leld and her family were under intense scrutiny of 

the national and local spotlight. I did not represent Ms. Shefiield's family members in any capacity. 

Contrary to the allegations in the Complaint, I was first contacted by Crystal Shefl:1cld through her 

Advocate, Wayanne Kruger, on March 9, 2008. I did not initiate contact with anyone involved in the case, and 

quite frankly, had little knowledge of the circumstances other than what I had seen on late night news. My 

cellular telephone records reflect the date and the time of the initial three-way call I received from Satsuma, 

Florida from Child Advocate, Wayanne Kruger, and a private investigator for Ms. Sheff:1eld by the name of 

William Staubs. Exhibit to be Provided Upon Request. I had been referred to the case by Mr. Staubs, an 

investigator and bail bondsman from whom I had personally knew from Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Crystal was 

being highly criticized by the media, as she was not the custodial parent of the missing child. Further, Crystal 

had become the object of the public's outrage, due to her admitted limited involvement with her children prior to 

Haleigh's disappearance, failure to pay child support since the Final Judgment of Paternity in 2005. In fact, 

days before the child went missing, Crystal had been served with a Motion for Contempt and a notice to appear 

in court tor failure to pay child support to the custodial parent, Ronald Cummings. 

There was active and intense media attention devoted to the missing child's case, which fell on the heels 

of Casey Anthony's arrest for the murder of her young daughter in Orlando, Florida. The family members, 

friends, and enemies on both sides of the missing child's family, were being subject to intense intrusions and 

investigations by the media and the public at large. The private investigator and advocate explained that they 

needed an aggressive non-local attomey to assist Ms. Sheffield attempt to overtum the previous court decision 

granting the Father primary custody, as Crystal had never been served with any pleadings on the matter prior to 

lhe Court's 2005 mling. Further, they believed that Ronald Cummings family had cormpt "ties" with the local 

authorities, who were attempting to "cover-up" facts and circumstances about the child's abduction. They 

!lrmly believed that the tamily's telephones and homes were being wire tapped, and that they were under 

surveillance by authorities, the media, and the Cummings family. 



The following day, March 10, 2009, I spoke with directly with Crystal Sheffield on the telephone for the 

tirst time. She was timid, and grief stricken. I attempted to get basic facts about her, and her background, but 

she was quite clearly too traumatized by the abduction of her daughter to speak at great lengths. I could almost 

feel the sheer grief in her voice, and when she asked me if I would come to Satsuma to help her, I did not 

hesitate. I initially informed Crystal that it is usually beneticial to have a local attorney litigate any post 

judt,'IDent issues in her paternity case, but she believed that all of the lawyers and law enforcement in Putnam 

County were "corrupt" and incompetent. After several telephone calls that day with Crystal Sheffield, I was 

determined to help this grieving mother who I believed had been a victim of media "spin", and had been unfairly 

treated in her original paternity litigation. I agreed to give my services to her on a pro bono basis. I understood 

that she would not be able to pay any litigation costs whatsoever, as she was indigent and unemployed, so 

agreed to personally cover those expenses as well. 

By March 11, 2009, my oftice was being bombarded with calls from nearly every national and Florida 

media outlet in the nation. My office staff and I were literally inundated with hundreds of telephone calls and 

emails from concerned members of the public, well-wishers for, or detractors against, Crystal Sheflield, and 

psychics with "solid" theories of where the missing child could be found. 

On March 11, 2009, I said goodbye to my own family, and drove from my home in Broward County, 

Florida, 4 Y2 hours to Satsuma, Florida, to begin my role as spokesperson and attorney for Crystal Sheffield. 

During the drive to Putnam County, I received telephone call after telephone call from members of the press, 

and locals in the Putnam County area who wanted to tell me information they had with regard to the 

disappearance of Haleigh Cummings. Members of the community came out of the woodwork to describe a 

dangerous and abusive lifestyle led by the Cummings/Sheffield children while in the custody of their Father. 

When I arrived in Satsuma, Florida on the evening of March 11, 2009, to personally meet my client, 

Crystal Sheftield, she was holding a televised candle light vigil for her missing daughter. She and her family 

had erected a tent outside the gates of the trailer park from which Haleigh went missing. The makeshitt tarp was 

exposed to the elements, but friends and family gathered there during the day and evening to convene and 
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nightly Vigils in Haleigh's honor. In our initial meetings I attempted to gain background facts about my client, 

and her relationship with her children. The picture that was initially presented to me upon my entry into the 

case was much different than what I later leamed to be factually tme and correct. As a family lawyer, I 

understand that a client's perception of their family law case and the outcome of the litigation, may be colored 

by emotional bias. 

The client and her family informed me that Crystal had begun living with Ronald Cummings, then age 

16-17, when she was only 14 years of age. She and Ronald lived in a small mobile home, and were both using 

J.rugs for years during their relationship. Crystal did not work during the relationship. Haleigh was bom when 

Crystal was still a teenager, and sutTered from Tumer Syndrome. Her medical condition required the child to 

have special and frequent medical attention. Ronald Cummings was gainfully employed during most of their 

relationship. After their second child was bom, when Crystal was 19 years of age, the couple separated. Crystal 

explained that after their separation, Ronald kidnapped the children, by failing to retum them after visitation. 

Thereafter, he retained the children in his custody, and filed a Paternity actions seeking primary residential 

parent status. Crystal claimed not to have been served with any pleadings or notices whatsoever by the Court. 

She later became aware that Ronald had intentionally given the Clerk of Court an incorrect address at which to 

::>erve her process. came and that 

proceedings had taken place. According to Crystal, custody of her children was awarded to the Father, Ronald 

Cummings, by default. No post-judgment requests for modif1cation of child custody or timesharing were ever 

filed by Crystal. 

Crystal and her family were very concemed about the welfare of the children for many years atter the 

Final Judgment. According to the client and her family, the Father of the children physically abused the 

children. They stated they had called the Department of Children and Family ("DCF"), and had made numerous 

complaints over the years, but that no action was ever taken against Cummings. The client and her family gave 

me multiple pictures of the children with bruises and scrapes, which they claimed had been int1icted by the 

Father. Further, Crystal represented that Cummings had an extensive criminal history, however had never 

servcJ. jail time because his Mother worked for the court system and/or police, and they felt used her influence 
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to ensure criminal charges against her son were dropped. Crystal and her family were convinced that Cummings 

and teen girlfriend, Misty Croslin, were directly responsible for the disappearance of Haleigh. They demanded 

that I investigate the claims, and paint a more accurate portrait to the media of the background, and lifestyle, of 

Cummings and Misty Croslin. 

Given the severity of the abuse allegations, I made an immediate appointment with the Putnam County 

Department of Children and Families, as well as the law enforcement authorities investigating the disappearance 

of little Haleigh. Crystal and her family encouraged me to keep Haleigh's face in the media, and to tell the 

world the truth about Cummings. They believed that if the world knew of his backE:,rround, there would be a 

public demand to ensure law enforcement investigated his involvement in the abduction. Since the family 

believed that the authorities were corrupt and biased toward the Cummings family, they insisted that the "truth" 

about Haleigh's Father be subject to public scrutiny to ensure nothing was "covered up" for him. 

It was clear that the matriarch of the family was Crystal's mother, Marie Griffis. Marie was at all times 

outspoken, demanding, and extremely controlling of Crystal. She insisted that certain aspects of the case be 

divulged to the media. Mostly, this information related to negative rumors about Ronald Cummings. When 

Haleigh disappeared, Marie and Crystal temporarily resided in Satsuma, FL. At that time, I learned that Marie 

Grii11s a her V.fhen I 

arrived in Satsuma, I noted a handwritten poster at the family's Haleigh Tent advertising a raft1e for a Ford 

Expedition to take place on March 16, 2009. Exhibit To Be Provided upon Request. The raft1e had been 

arranged by Marie Griffis with a local car dealership in her local town. All proceeds of the raff1e were to be 

donated to the Sheffielcl/Grif1is family. Further, the family and their friends had organized charity events in 

Haleigh's honor at local businesses, set out donation jugs in town and at the tent, ordered tee shirts, pins and 

other trinkets with Haleigh's picture and information displayed, and were selling these items for a profit to 

locals and tourists. All proceeds were, at that juncture, unaccounted for to my knowledge, and were being spent 

as they came in by the Crystal and Marie Griffis. 

Although my area of expertise is not in charitable organizations, 1 understood that these activities 

required legal formalities. I had several discussions with Crystal and family regarding the propriety of seeking 
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donations for their personal financial support. In my judgment, a request for temporary financial aid to Crystal 

would be appropriate during the initial states of the investigation. However, I cautioned the family, on 

numerous occasions, that as time went on, continued efforts by them to solicit funds and donations would not be 

well taken by the public. When I came into the case, the family was in the process of creating a website in 

Haleigh's honor, as the Father's side of the family had already put up a website and was receiving donation 

therefrom. The family requested a "PayPal" donation button on their own website, but I refused. Since the 

family had already been soliciting donations and had scheduled charity events planned in the near future, I was 

under extreme pressure to ensure they were acting legally. My staff spent long hours building the website for 

Crystal, and were able to secure a website design company, IBI Designs, out of Boca Raton, Florida to donate 

their services for free. Correspondence and Staff Notes Provided Upon Request. We constructed a link for 

visitors to leave an Anonymous Tip for any information regarding the disappearance of Haleigh on the website. 

All anonymous tips were diverted directly to my personal email address, and I would forward the same to law 

enforcement. I received over one hundred anonymous tips through the link on the Haleighbug.com website. 

I also arranged for and paid for a toll free telephone number for the public to call to send well wishes to 

Crystal and/or leave information regarding Haleigh's disappearance. I purchased a separate cellular telephone 

which was answered by a paid staff member to field calls on the toll free number. I incurred over $70,000 in 

costs and expenses on Crystal Sheffield case. Expense Spread Sheets and Receipts Provided upon Request. 

In total, I spent over 1,280 hours of my own time handling the various issues involved in the case, working on 

the various public awareness projects, investigating the disappearance of Haleigh, meeting with family, law 

enforcement and other ot1icials, working on post-judgment family law issues, and providing information to 

DCF. 

It was immediately apparent that the Eialeigh Tent erected by the family was not a suitable place for our 

staff to set up their various computers, printers, tlles and/or field calls. We were in need of a central location for 

my stati and team members to meet, and for friends and family of Crystal to convene during the day. I rented a 

small building on the main highway of Satsuma. Crystal called it "the Haleigh Bug Center", a term of 

endearment she had often called Haleigh prior to her disappearance. The building was not in good repair, so my 
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team members and local volunteers, spent days putting in carpet, t1ooring, making the bathroom functional, 

caulking windows, etc. We decided to paint the building purple, Haleigh's favorite color. Everyone who drove 

down the main street in Satsuma would then notice the purple building, in furtherance of our public awareness 

campaign of the search for Haleigh. 

Crystal took great pride and happiness in fixing up The Haleigh Bug Center, which was decorated inside 

and out with Haleigh's favorite things. I spent thousands of dollars remodeling, furnishing and filling the 

building with office equipment and supplies for the family. The Haleigh Bug Center represented many things to 

many people, but I felt it was a place where Crystal and her family could convene with local residents to discuss 

their grief over the disappearance of Haleigh Cummings. The Haleigh Bug Center became the hub of the 

Satsuma community a place where friends and families would come to visit Crystal, and pray for the return of 

Haleigh. Crystal and her family spent substantial time at the Center, a place of comfort for her. I ensured there 

was funding for community barbeques at the Center, with free food and drinks for the community to thank them 

for all of their support for the continued search for Haleigh Cummings. 

C. TRUST AGREEMENT AND ACCOUNT 

Due to the family's active solicitation of donations prior to my being involved in the case, my staff 

most aml m 

out of Kansas City, Missouri. The t1rm agreed to give us legal advice on a pro bono basis. Correspondence 

to/from Gregory Lam, Esquire to be provided upon Request. In order to legally solicit donations for a 

particular person, ergo, Crystal Sheffield, we would need to follow the requirements of Fla. Stat. § 496.413, and 

establish a Trust Account for Crystal to receive all donations solicited and received by her for her f1nancial 

support. 

The family did not want to establish a charitable account for in Haleigh's name, as they claimed 

Cummings was the primary custodial parent, and would have a right to access the funds. l retained Brian Page, 

Esquire, ofGreenspoon Marder, P.A. in Florida, who agreed to draft the Trust Agreement on a pro bono basis. I 

worked with Page regarding the various provisions to be included in the trust, as well as the funds that were 

presently being received by the family. Mr. Page informed me that the small amount of donations received thus 
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far were not a concern, and that the family needed to fully account for all moneys received in the future with 

receipts. After the Trust document was executed, Crystal could open up a Trust Account at a local bank, and the 

funds would t1ow directly in and out of that account. 

I informed Crystal and family of the attorney's advice, and to closely monitor all funds received, and 

spent by them. I also instructed the family to keep a log book to keep written record on the receipt and 

expenditure of all donations received. Marie Griffis personally kept a book of receipts and expenditures, and 

she has produced a copy of her entries to my ofl:1ce. Document Provided Upon Request. Marie informed me 

that her personal friend, Debbie Huddleston, retained other log entries of receipts, through written 

correspondence. Email Provided Upon Request. Crystal and Marie are well aware that I did not keep any 

books or receipts for their donations, as I never personally accepted, solicited or held any funds or donations 

whatsoever. Marie is in possession of every document she kept at the Haleigh Bug Center. Crystal received 

donations directly, usually handed to her directly in cash from friends or family, or mailed directly to her 

address. I was never ever in possession ot: or had knowledge of the amount of funds the family received, or 

spent. 

Crystal Sheffield told me on numerous occasions that she had given the envelope of cash donations to 

my entry into the case. I did not personally know Jeremiah Regan prior to this time, but it was the client's 

decision as to who should hold her funds. I conferred with Crystal on several occasions to conlirm she wanted 

Jeremiah Regan to continue holding her funds, and she aftinned this to me on several occasions in front of 

thends, tamily and my stafi members. Marie Griffis did not seem to like or trust Jeremiah, but Crystal felt 

comfortable with him holding her "envelope" for her. I have no information or evidence that Jeremiah Regan 

ever mishandled any funds contributed to Crystal Sheffield. He has provided a formal accounting of moneys 

expended from contributions, and a copy bas been previously provided to Crystal and her family. Document 

available upon Request. 

Until a Trust or other legal mode of soliciting donations was in place, I instructed the lamily to cease all 

attempts to collect funds from the public. Emails provided upon Request. We had several cont1icts with 
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Crystal's choice of Trustee for her Trust. She could not decide who was to be named Trustee, and changed her 

mind on several occasions. Without a named Trustee, the trust attorney, Brian Page, was unable to complete the 

Trust Agreement for the family. Finally, Marie Griffis wrote me an email stating that she had given Crystal 

$1,400 to put in her personal account, and only had $217.00 left in donations. Email Provided Upon Request. 

Further, the family made numerous allegations against friends and/or family members stealing funds from the 

donations. Emails Provided upon Request. I could not control the bickering between friends and family over 

the funds, and they became very distrustful over one another. I would hold meetings with the family and their 

friends in an attempt to quell the issues between them, to no avail. 

By early May, 2009, I was informed by Marie that all funds from donations had been spent by the 

tamily. they had not agreed on a suitable Tmstee for their Trust Account. Marie GriHis expressed her desire to 

form the nonprot1t organization to seek donations from the public to aid families of missing children, and the 

search for Haleigh Cummings. Further, Marie stated she wanted to "get her daughter otT the couch" and have 

her do something besides watch television all day. I became aware that Marie had already been in negotiations 

with a concert promoter to hold a concert event to honor Haleigh, and to gain contributions and funds. Email 

Provided Upon Request. I highly disagreed with such organized etTorts to raise money in the name of the 

search for Haleigh Cummings. Email Provided Upon Request. Already, there was a vocal minority of the 

public that felt that Crystal's seeking of donations was insidious, and was an attempt to make a living ofT her 

own missing child. The public began sending me ·'hate emails", chastising me for being involved in an etTort to 

make money otT of the name of a missing child. I did my best to curb the detractors, and was consistently 

having to engage in damage control to keep Crystal from appearing like a mother who was getting rich off her 

child's tragedy. 

I never saw the funds that were received by the family, never received single dime from donations to 

Crystal, and never asked for, or received, a single reimbursement tor the tens of thousands of dollars of supplies, 

costs, expenses, oft1ce equipment, and stat!~ I had gratuitously devoted to the case. I never opened a Trust 

Account for the liunily, as the Trust Agreement was not completed, and all funds collected were spent by the 

family. Marie kept all log books, documents and papers regarding the families' receipt of funds from the public. 
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The allegations of a "money scheme" by Haleigh Cummings' family increased over time, and the family 

was eventually reported to the Department of Agriculture. I agreed to assist them in the complaint process, and 

obtained legal advice from the law finn of Rothstein, Rosenfeldt, and Adler, PA, in Broward County, Florida. 

We began the process of setting up a charitable organization to be run by Marie Griffis and Crystal Sheffield. I 

personally paid for all fees for the incorporation, registration with the state and counties, and filled out required 

tonns to be signed by Marie and Crystal. I did not have, nor did I desire, any interest in the corporation, Raleigh 

Bug Foundation, Inc. Initially, I was listed as the Registered Agent for the corporation, but later transferred that 

title to Marie Griffls. Haleigh Bug Foundation, Inc. was officially incorporated on May 8, 2009, and granted 

pennission to solicit donations to the public on July 1, 2009. All Official Documents and Correspondence to 

be Provided upon Request. I have never had any dealings or association of any kind with the Haleigh Bug 

Foundation, Inc., other than the initial set-up process. I advised the family that we could obtain an accountant to 

go over record keeping procedures tor the corporation, but Marie stated she was a certified tax planner, and had 

a nephew who was a certified public accountant to handle the books. Emails To Be Provided Upon Request. 

D. DILIGENCE IN POST JUDGMENT FAMILY LAW ISSUES 

In my first week on the case, I met with DCF officials regarding the allegations of abuse against Ronald 

investigation was already ongoing with regard to the welfare of the child remaining in Ronald Cummings' care. 

For months thereafter, I worked tirelessly, giving additional information and witness names to the DCF 

caseworker in charge of the file. I provided the pictures of injuries to the children to the DCF caseworker, 

however I later learned that those injuries had previously been investigated by DCF at the request of Crystal 

Sheffield, and no evidence of abuse was tound. 

I ordered the case tile in the parties 2005 Paternity case, including having all hearings transcribed. 

Upon reviewing the court tile, I tound that my client had not been completely honest with me regarding her 

involvement in the Paternity proceedings of 2005. The Court tile reflected an Affidavit of Service of the 

original Petition for to Establish Paternity, personally served on Crystal Shetlield. Crystal then missed the Final 

Hearing, and the Court entered a Final Judgment of Paternity in nlVor of the Father. Ms. Sheffield then wrote a 
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letter to the Court explaining that she had never been served with the paperwork or a Notice of Hearing. The 

Court granted a rehearing of the case, and Ms. Sheffield was represented by counsel, Charles Behm, Esq., in 

those proceedings. At the Final Hearing, Ms. Sheffield's attorney was not in the Courtroom, pursuant to the 

transcript. The Court took testimony from both parties during the Final Hearing. The testimony reflects that 

Crystal did not have a job or job prospects at the time of the trial, that she had used dmgs during the 

relationship, that she had missed twelve (12) recent doctor appointments for the children, that she had no way of 

providing medical insurance to the children, that she was living with her mother who financially supported her, 

that she would need to share a bedroom with one of the children while living with her mother, and that she made 

few attempts to have timesharing with the children for months after the Father took custody of them due to his 

concerns with her cocaine use. The Court ruled that the Father be designated primary custodial parent, and that 

Crystal could visit the children on alternating weekends (with shared holidays). Crystal was imputed minimum 

wage income for purposes of child support. 

Thereafter, Crystal filed exceptions to the General Magistrate's Report, requesting a reconsideration of 

the ruling. The Court held a hearing on the motion, and denied relief. The Circuit Court Judge then ratified and 

approved the Magistrate's Report and Recommendations. Upon reading the court file, I realized that I had not 

procedures followed by the Court were standard. Crystal had had her day in Court, and had lost ~ fair and 

square. 

Prior to my coming onboard in the case, Crystal and her family, in an effort to raise her public image, 

bad told numerous media outlets that the only reason that she did not have custody of her children was that she 

was not served with court papers, and had lost custody by default. Also, she claimed on national television that 

Ronald had kidnapped the children, and that his family, through their collusion and "connections" in the 

courthouse, made sure that Ronald retained custody of the children. This claim was simply untme, and I was 

wholly unwilling to corroborate their previous version of the court tile. I spent numerous meetings with Crystal 

and her mother, explaining that I could not attest facts that were untme to the media, or to anyone else. At that 

time, I believe that a wedge began to form between Marie Gritrls and L 
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Crystal's former private investigator William Staubs entered into a contract for investigative work with 

Crystal's Father, Johnny Sheffield. Surprisingly, Crystal's own father began doing interviews with avant guard 

media forums claiming that Crystal had a present drug problem, and was in need of rehabilitation. Media 

Content Provided Upon Request. In late March, 2009, Crystal Sheffield suffered a seizure while driving her 

vehicle with her infant daughter in the car. Upon learning of the car accident, I was then informed by Crystal's 

fiance for the first time that Crystal had been previously instructed not to drive her vehicle by her primary care 

physician, as she had suffered seizures in the past. 

Unbeknownst to me, Crystal's father had come upon the scene of her car accident to assist his daughter. 

Crystal's Father has allegedly executed a sworn aftldavit stating that when he came upon the scene of the 

accident, Crystal admitted to being on prescription pain medication ( unprescribed), and gave her father the pills 

to hide trom the police who were on their way to the accident site. I was not aware of Crystal's drug use, or of 

the affidavit executed by her own Father, until months later, in June, 2009. 

The Department of Children and Families became aware of the allegations of drug use by Crystal. DCF 

requested a random toxicology test of Crystal Sheffield, during the course of their investigation, as they found it 

relevant to investigate Crystal's tltness as a parent. At that time, in June 2009, I learned from DCF that 

not even one ( l) year age, 1!1 

due to Crystal's drug use during her pregnancy. The DCF caseworker had not infom1ed me of this DCF ease 

against my client, and I had no prior knowledge of the case until that time. DCF dismissed the investigation 

against Ronald Cummings, without explanation. 

l felt as if I was only being told relevant information by the family, after a fiasco had occurred. I could 

not represent a client who was not being honest with me, and was taking illegal drugs. To make matters worse, 

In April 2009, Crystal admitted to me that she had taken unprescribed pain medication. Further, her mother, 

Marie Griffis, reported to me that Crystal had stolen her step-father's pain medication after he had surgery in 

April 2009. I was extremely concerned over my client's drug use. Crystal assured me that it was not an 

addiction, and that it had only taken a few pills due to back pain trom an old ear accident. In April, 2009, 

Crystal suffered another seizure, and was taken to the hospital by ambulance. All of these incidents played out 
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loudly in the media. Despite my requests to family and friends to withhold all comments to the media about 

Crystal's seizures, they defied my recommendations. As such, I then was forced to issue numerous press 

statements regarding Crystal's status. Emails and Media Content Provided Upon Request. 

After learning of these incidents, I had multiple conversations with my client regarding her potential for 

success in a family court proceeding to modify custody. She was again unable to drive due to her seizures, and 

had not begun to look for a job. She had no ability to support herself or her children, and there was evidence of 

her recent drug use and driving while under the int1uence of unprescribed pain medication. Further, her own 

Father had strongly represented to the media that he would testify that she was not tit to care for her children, 

due to her consistent drug use. After multiple conferences with Crystal, we decided to request a copy of the 

toxicology repmt from the Hospital where she was taken after her car accident, to confirm whether there was 

documentary evidence of her driving under the int1uence of drugs. Documentary evidence of that sort would be 

devastating to her chances at modifying custody, even in the most perfect of circumstances. 

Despite repeated requests, both in writing and orally, Crystal failed to request the toxicology test results 

from the Putnam County Medical Center. Correspondence Provided Upon Request. Despite Marie Griffis 

demanding I tlle a modification proceeding to seek custody of Crystal's son in Ronald Cununings' care, I was 

not willing to lie to the Court, and I did not feel that such an action would be successful. Marie Griffis became 

increasingly angered at my hesitancy to flle a court action for a change of custody. In good faith, I was simply 

not willing to file such a pleading, knowing my client was using drugs, sufiered seizures and could not drive. 

Fmther, Crystal was prescribed very heavy medication for her seizures, which caused her to be disoriented, 

dizzy, and have slurred speech. Filing an action for a change of custody was simply not going to be successful 

at that juncture. I informed Crystal and Marie on several occasions of my recmmncndations and my opinions, 

but it was met with anger and frustration. There were many times that I requested private meetings with my 

client alone, as otherwise, her mother would insert her own feelings and demands on me and the case strategy, 

leaving Crystal's feelings and desires unheard and discarded. 

[ turned my attention on resolving conflicts between the parties with time sharing, pick-up and drop off, 

and co-parenting. Crystal had never complained about her complete lack of involvement in her children's lives 
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since 2005. She did not attend doctors or dentist appointments, or even know who their medical care providers 

were. She did not ever visit the children during the week, even though her Final Judgment provided that the 

alternating weekends were a minimum visitation schedule, and permitted her to see the children during the week 

upon notice. Crystal did not speak with her children over the telephone during the week, and her only contact 

with them was roughly four ( 4) days per month on alternating weekends. Crystal had not been involved in 

Haleigh's school, school functions, and did not even know what school Ronald, Jr. would be attending in the 

Fall of 2009. In an effort to increase her awareness and involvement in Ronald, Jr. life and upbringing, I worked 

amicably with opposing counsel, Jerry Snider, Esquire, of Palatka, Florida. 

I conferred with Crystal about all the typical problems that had historically arisen between the parties 

involving the children. I asked what she "would like" to happen in the future with regard to her involvement in 

the children's lives. And I was able to enter into an Agreed Order resolving all of these conf1icts in Crystal's 

favor. The Agreed Order gave Crystal a renewed sense of parenting Ronald, Jr., and would lend in 

reestablishing her relationship with Raleigh, if found and returned home safe. 

E. DISCLOSURE OF PRIVILEGED INFORIVIATION TO MEDIA AND/OR INTERNET BLOGGERS 

Prior to this case, I had no idea what a "blog" was, and had never been on any discussion or message 

vanous 

blog sites, and/or co111111ents posted by members of the public following internet news stories. As stated, in 

March 2009, Crystal Sheffield was disliked and distrusted by the public, and there was a growing internet public 

that spread rumors about Crystal and her family. I instructed the entire family and their friends to stay away 

from the Internet blogsites, and that my staff would monitor the discussion boards for any pertinent information 

or issues to be handled by me. Emails To Be Provided Upon Request. 

I kept in close contact with the Putnam County Sheriff's Office during my representation of Crystal 

Sheffield. When I was first retained by Crystal, I conferred with the lead members of the Task Force 

investigating Haleigh's disappearance. It was my understanding that Crystal was not a prime suspect in the 

case. The lead investigator on the Raleigh Task Force is Detective Peggy Cone, with whom I had multiple 

telephone calls with on a weekly basis. Every credible lead or tip received by me or members of my team were 
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given, usually in writing, to Detective Peggy Cone. I made it clear to Putnam County SheritTs Offlce that I did 

not want my role as Crystal's attorney to impede the investigation in any way, and that we were there to assist in 

any way we could. It was imperative that every member of my team, or those associated with Crystal Sheffield, 

remained above-board, and in good standing with law enforcement. I insisted upon proper procedures being 

followed by all of my employees, as well as the volunteers who assisted in the case. I enjoyed a good 

relationship with the detectives on the Task Force, and was given assurances that they appreciated how I 

handled the difficulties of case. 

Although I gave specific recommendations and guidance to Crystal to call the Sheriffs Office once per 

week to check on the status of Raleigh's case, she failed to do so. I do not believe she called the Sheriff's 

Ol'tice for a status report on a single occasion during my representation. As such, I took the initiative and kept 

in close contact with the investigators on the case. I arranged for meetings between Crystal and the Task Force 

on several occasions. On one occasion, it was intimated that the intense media coverage was causing a circus 

type atmosphere in the case. After the conclusion of the meeting, I spoke at great lengths with Crystal and her 

mother about slowing down our appearances in the media. Marie Griffis was extremely upset, and demanded 

that we keep Raleigh's tace on the news. We discussed the pros and cons of the continued media appearances, 

and I attempted to persuade the tamily that we needed to heed the directives of law enforcement. Unfortunately, 

my recommendations were met with great resistance and anger by Marie Griffis. Thereafter, I spoke with 

Crystal, advised her that we needed to respect law enforcement's wishes, and she agreed. I then began to 

gradually accept less media ofierings, with the consent of my client. 

At all times, Crystal and Marie Griffis were aware and encouraged me to continue having staff members 

monitor the discussion boards for relevant information, and to quell rumors. Marie was very distressed about 

the internet rumor milL and I felt she put too much emphasis on the "name calling" that was on over the 

internet. Prior to my entry on the case, Marie, members of the family, and their friends, engaged in a war of 

words over the internet to fend off Crystal's detractors. 1 encouraged them to stop blogging, and allow members 

of my staff to monitor the internet. If a comment or rumor needed to be handled, I often times discussed the 

matter with Crystal and or made mmouncements through the media with the express client's consent. In May 
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2009, Marie Griffis again began to blog on the internet. Blogs to be Provided Upon Request. When asked 

about this issue, she denied the same to me. 

I soon learned that much of the public's conversation regarding the Haleigh Cummings case over the 

internet served as the foundation for media and news stories. My staff members had strict instructions never to 

blog just to report any issues that I may need to be aware of. Interestingly, my staff came upon relevant 

internet chatter by local residents to the Putnam County and surrounding areas, swapping rumors or eye witness 

accounts of the behavior, lifestyles, and whereabouts of Ronald Cummings and Misty Croslin. Many of the 

posters on the internet knew them personally, or lived in their neighborhoods. The monitoring of the discussion 

boards became an important tool in gaining inside information about Ronald Cummings and Misty's lifestyle 

leading up to the disappearance of Haleigh. 

I contacted the Administrators of two (2) of the most reputable News Crime Websites, who set up 

accounts for my staff. Again, my staff did not blog, they only monitored relevant information being discussed, 

and passed the same along to me. I became quite friendly with the two (2) Administrators of the crime/news 

websites, who would likewise pass along information to me that was relevant in the case, e.g. arrests of key 

persons of interest, sitings of Haleigh around the country, rumors of mistreatment of Ronald, Jr. witnessed by 

Marie 

on multiple occasions with various infonnation my statf had come upon. Em ails provided upon Request. 

There were numerous occasions wherein the media and/or Administrators from news/crime websites, 

Kendall Clark, alkla Pirate Girl, and Karen Devine, a/kla Top Gunner, requested confirmation or denial about a 

particular rumor or case fact. As a the media spokesperson for Crystal, it was part of my job function to confirm 

and/or deny rumors regarding the case and my client, whether it be to the media with a camera, or to internet 

news website Administrator. So long as the information was not privileged or could impede the investigation, I 

kept the public updated about the facts and status of the case, and quashed rumors or untruthful allegations 

regarding Haleigh or my client. I was careful with information, and only released facts that I felt were 

appropriate for public dissemination, or that I felt needed to be addressed in the best interest of my client. 

Again, whether to a news website, a newspaper reporter, or to Nancy Grace herselt~ I was charged with giving 
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truthful and accurate information to the public regarding the status of the Haleigh Cummings case, and my 

client. 

I was well known as a fierce advocate for Crystal Sheffield, and would not hesitate to defend her 

credibility, reputation, ability to parent, and extreme state of grief over her daughter's disappearance. Crystal 

depended upon me for legal advice, emotional support, security, and personal advice on every issue in her day to 

day life. I would have never said or done anything to disparage or detract from her in the public eye, or 

elsewhere. At no time did I ever give private or privileged information regarding Crystal Sheffield or her case 

to the public or media. I was adamant about keeping the status of the DCF case extremely contidential, and 

would not release any facts, witness names or any infonnation whatsoever to the media or public. I did not even 

div'Ulge the caseworker's name to the public or media, as I did not want anything to impede the investigation 

into the welfare of Crystal's children. DCF officials have thanked me repeatedly for my discretion and ability to 

keep all information about their investigation contidential, and prevent any leaks whatsoever to the media. DCF 

officials often expressed their surprise that the status of their investigation was just about the only aspect of the 

case that the media never could pry open. 

In an the email exhibit attached to the Complaint wherein I spoke of information I had gotten regarding 

Misty Croslin slapping the Ronald Junior in the back of the head, this information had already been released to 

the media through the eye witness to the event. I had discussed the incident on the news that evening. I had 

followed up with law enforcement in writing regarding the incident to Det. Peggy Cone, as well as to the DCF 

caseworker, Bonnie Waruer, to ensure they were aware of the allegations. This was not new or novel 

infotmation that I was divulging to a blogger. Quite to the contrary, such claims had been the topic of 

discussion in the media and the public at large. Further, Tammy Spratt, a/lda Badme, is a personal friend of 

mme. 

In a second email exhibit attached to the Bar Complaint, I am conversing with Administrator, Kendall 

Clark (Pirate Girl), regarding my own monitoring of rumors on the internet. The email references me "fighting 

with Ksue". Karen Simmer, alk/a Ksue, is a well known blogger on the Blogger News Network Forum, who 

has made false reports about me, and my clients to law enforcement, the Sherriff's Office, America's Most 
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Wanted, the FBI, as well as the FDLE. To be clear, I have never blogged on Blogger News Network (BNN). 

Our oftlce account for (BNN) is set up and registered under "Lanie", for which I can provide a status report 

reflecting no posts have ever been made through that account. Never. 

All inforn1ation confinned to news or crime website Administrators was in the best interest of my client, 

portrayed my client in the best light possible, and was most often utilized quell allegations of criminal activity 

and ti:aud on behalf of my client. If the internet buzzed with rumors, such topics were sure to be a topic of 

discussion in the media within 24 hours, as all major media networks monitored the internet for topics of public 

interest. Early on in the case, I presented information to law enforcement that I my staff had gleaned over an 

internet news discussion board ti:om a local resident of Putnam County. The Captain of the Haleigh Task Force 

at the Putnam County Sheriffs Office confirmed to me on many occasions that he personally monitored the 

internet for information, tips and leads in the case. Several Putnam County Detectives informed me that the 

internet was a useful tool in their investigations, as many individuals had relevant "inside" information, but were 

too intimidated to officially report the same to the police. At some juncture during the case, Marie came 

into email contact with Administrator Kendall Clark of The Garden Discussion Board. Kendall Clark and I 

were no longer on good tenus, due to several occasions wherein I had refused to give her sensitive information 

about the case. Marie Griffis was given Kendall's private email account information for the purpose of reading 

every email we had ever exchanged between one another. When I became aware of this sneaking behavior on 

the part of Marie, I innnediately confronted her with it, and told her that I had no issue with her reading all 

correspondence I had ever written or received in the entire case. 

I received nearly fifty (50) emails per day from members of the general public, expressing theories on 

the case, or sending well wishes to Crystal. I responded personally to each individual in writing, as I knew they 

had taken the time out of their day to write to me regarding their concern with the disappearance of Haleigh 

Cummings. There were several individuals who wrote to me quite often, and many expressed their gratitude to 

me for continuing to vigorously defend Crystal, the mother of a missing child. 

As the spokesperson for the family, it was my job and my duty to update the media about developments 

in the case of the missing child Haleigh Cummings, and the custody investigation being handled by DCF. At no 
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time did I ever divulge disparaging or confidential information about my client's background that was not 

appropriate. Of course, when one appears on live television, there is no script or forewarning about questions 

that will be asked prior to the interview. As such, it was my job to answer questions honestly, but throwing the 

best possible light on my client. If there was information that I believed was confidential, disparaging or would 

be inappropriate to divulge to the media, I would not comment, or state that I could not answer the question. It 

is not possible to anticipate the questions that will be asked during any given live interview. As the attorney and 

spokesperson for Crystal Sheftleld, I was under an obligation to make split second decisions about how to 

answer questions to the media, which were, by the nature of"live television", at my discretion. 

I appeared in over twenty (20) interviews with, or on behalf of Crystal Shet11eld. That was what I was 

retained to do by the client. In each and every interview, I attempted to tum the media and the public around; to 

resurrect the public image of Crystal, to inform the public of the status of the case, and to answer questions 

about Crystal's feelings and intentions. Again, that was my job. By July, 2009, the majority of the media and 

public had a sympathetic view of Crystal Sheffield. It was a slow and gradual process, but I believe that the 

majority of the public who follow the Raleigh Cummings case have a positive outlook on Ms. Sheffield, and her 

fitness as a parent. 

ca;)e, I 

appearances, or give comments to the press. This was due to the fact that their animosity toward Ronald 

Cummings had previously resulted in family members and friends erupting to reporters, cursing, and present as 

vindictive. Such public animosity took credence away from claims being made to DCF, and to any potential 

modification of custody action Crystal may file in the circuit court in the tuture. 

For example, when Crystal was confronted by Nancy Grace on live television about her prior claim of a 

biased and corrupt paternity proceeding wherein she was never served with papers, I stepped in and assisted my 

client with the answering of the question. [ agreed that she had been given proper due process, but that she was 

incapable, emotionally, of defending herself in court. It was the best I could say under the circumstances. In 

each media appearance, I was being called to the carpet regarding Crystal's failure to remain involved in the 

children's lives, her failure to pay child support, and her history of drug abuse. I tlercely defended her recovery 
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from dmg addiction, and was able to somehow tum most of the country around with regard to their outlook on 

Crystal's life and background. I was requested by the family to continue appearing on media outlets, sometimes 

with Crystal by my side, and other times alone. However, at all times, Crystal was well aware of my media 

appearances, which were usually at the Raleigh Bug Center with her standing by. The few appearances that I 

made on national television outside of the Satsuma area were from Broward County, Florida, and were usually 

Tivo'ed by the family. I do not believe I was under any obligation to "ask" Crystal about each interview that I 

undertook, as we had specifically spoken on numerous occasions about her desire that I keep media attention 

high as to the disappearance of Raleigh, and to rectify her public image. However, in nearly all media 

appearances, Crystal was informed of media appearances before they took place, conducted the interview with 

me, or was present at the time the interview was being conducted. 

Marie Griffis directly dei1ed my recommendations not to speak directly to the media. On one occasion, 

an investigative reporter who I had come to know, called me and told me that Marie had just clone a live 

interview, and had publically chastised and insulted the law enforcement team investigating the search tor 

Haleigh. Although I could not persuade the reporter to withhold the media footage, he agreed to edit her strong 

language toward law enforcement officials, as a personal favor to me. Emails and Content Provided Upon 

Request. 

Such public animosity and unbridled blame did not serve Crystal's interests, or make good impressions 

on the law enforcement team that were investigating Raleigh's disappearance. It was in Crystal's interest, and 

in the interest of her missing daughter, that law enforcement felt extreme empathy for Crystal and her family, so 

that they would want to go the extra mile in investigating the child's disappearance. However, no matter how 

much I pleaded with the family and their close tnends to stay off the media and the internet, I was constantly 

putting out fires with regard to malicious statements and accusations being made and publicated by them. 

Emails Provided Upon .Request. 

F. CHILD SUPPORT REDUCTION/TERMINATION 

1 conferred with my client on numerous occasions about her child support obligation. I infom1ed her 

from the beginning of my representation that her child support obligation could be decreased due to the fact that 
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there only remained one child to support in the Cummings household. Crystal had paid less than one thousand 

dollars ($1.000) of her child support obligation since 2005. Itemization of Child Support Payments to 

Disbursement Unit Provided Upon Receipt. Of course, in the initial months of Raleigh's disappearance, the 

last thing that I thought was appropriate would be to seek a modif1cation of child support based on the fact that 

one child had been abducted. At all times, Marie Griftis felt we should tile a court action lowering the amount 

Crystal was to pay to Ronald Cummings for support. Such an action was, in my opinion, highly inappropriate 

while investigators were still actively seeking to flnd little Raleigh and bring her home safely. 

Further, I had meetings with Crystal and her fiance, Chad Griffis, regarding the child support issue. It 

was their desire and intention to pay down the arrears, and not seek a modification of child support until a future 

date. Crystal did not want to seek a modification of her support based upon Raleigh's disappearance, as she did 

not want to ever believe that her daughter was not alive, and coming home. Consequently, Chad and Crystal 

had several discussions with me about paying down the child support arrears in bulk, and knew a family 

member that could assist them with a loan for this purpose. 

I also had an agreement with opposing counsel to revisit the child support issues due to Raleigh's 

disappearance and Crystal's medical condition. Correspondence Provided Upon Request. During the course 

mother of a missing child, who had lived in an abusive relationship with Ronald Cummings since the age of 

fourteen (14). Through media appearances with Crystal, we were able to tell the public that she was a 

struggling mother, who had made mistakes while she was young, but who desperately wanted her children in her 

custody where they would be safe from their present abusive and dangerous environment. 

I received an email from a lady by the name of Barbara Johnson from Texas, who had seen my 

appearance regarding Crystal's struggles on the news one night. She wrote to me about how she was moved by 

Crystal's story and background and wanted to financially assist her. She represented that she wanted to pay 

down Crystal's child support arrears, as Ronald Cummings seemed to use her failure to support the children 

over the years, as testament to her lack of interest in the children. l exchanged several emails with Ms. Johnson, 

and over a course of weeks, she sent funds to completely extinguish Crystal's child support arrears. 
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Correspondence and Documentary Evidence Provided Upon Request. The total amount paid by Ms. 

Johnson toward Crystal's child support arrears was over $12,000. By July 1, 2009, Crystal Shet1ield owed no 

child support arrears whatsoever, due to the generous donor from Texas. For the first time since 2005, Crystal 

was no longer at risk of a contempt sanction by the Court. 

In early June 2009, I commenced discussions with Ronald Cummings attorney regarding the reduction 

of child support due to the number of children remaining in the home. Raleigh had yet to be found, and I felt 

that it was not too early to discuss a temporary reduction of child support. Further, I discussed other options 

with Crystal regarding child support. We could seek a temporary termination of child support, due to her 

medical condition (seizures). I asked Crystal to get a doctor's note prohibiting driving and/or working while she 

was undergoing tests to find the cause of her seizures. Although she attended doctor's appointments, she 

consistently forget to request such documentation from her medical caregivers. If she could obtain a doctors 

written prohibition of driving, we could seek a temporary suspension of Crystal's child support obligation. 

Regardless of my constant reminders, both orally and in writing, Crystal did not remember to ask her doctor tor 

written recommendations in this regard. Correspondence Provided Upon Request. 

On July 1, 2009, I once again called and wrote to Crystal prior to going to a scheduled doctor's 

July I, 2009, I received an email from Marie Griffis from Crystal's doctor, with illegible scribble, and a question 

mark on the space provided for a date to return to work. Email Provided Upon Request. I could not read the 

writing on the note, and neither could Marie or Crystal. I requested on numerous occasions for them to call the 

doctor's oftlce and obtain a typed and signed recommendation from the doctor, but I received no further 

communication from either Marie or Crystal on this issue. Emails Provided Upon Request. I was extremely 

frustrated by the family's complete indifference to these issues, and their increasing lack of contact with me on 

important matters in their case. It was difficult to obtain any intonnation from them to deliver to opposing 

counsel, who was patiently waiting for me to contact him on how we intended to proceed on the child support 
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Marie Griffis continued to insist in sporadic emails that I file a moditlcation of custody action against 

Ronald Cummings. On one occasion, I had arranged for the commencement of smmner visitation with Crystal 

pursuant to the Agreed Order entered by the Court. The child was to be picked up by Crystal Sheffield on a date 

certain to commence his six (6) week summer visitation with his mother. Without giving me any notice 

whatsoever, Marie Griffis arranged for law enforcement from two (2) counties to search her property and home 

for Raleigh's remains on the start date of summer visitation between Crystal and her son. I awoke to telephone 

calls by the media, who were demanding a comment on my client's property being raided by over 40 law 

enforcement agents, who were actively digging up the property with machinery, and divers were searching the 

lakes and ponds for Raleigh's remains. I was flabbergasted, and completely taken off guard by Ms. Griffis' 

arrangements. Opposing counsel, who was on vacation at the time, called me frantically from his cell phone to 

cancel the commencement of summer visitation due to the fact that law enforcement was tearing up my client's 

property looking for missing Raleigh's body. 

Marie continued to take dramatic measures and use self help throughout the case. These measures were 

not in the best interest of Crystal, was an impediment to the orderly course of my job functions, and became 

unmanageable. I believe as the attorney and spokesperson for the family, I should have been told of Ms. Griffis' 

plans and arrangements with law enforcement so that I could have forewarned opposing counsel, and indirectly, 

the Father of the child, that the search was being done at the invitation of Marie Griffis not because law 

enforcement had credible information that the child was buried on Crystal and Marie's property. To make 

matters worse, I was shocked to be sent an email by my staff, noting that Marie had written a "Tweet" on her 

Twitter account, stating that she knew ahead of time about the search, but that "KP" did not. Twitter by Marie 

Griffis to be Provided Upon Request. 

After that time, it was clear that Crystal's mother, Marie, was determined to disparage me and my 

reputation. I attempted to speak with her on several occasions about our relationship, but she assured me that 

everything was tine, and that she appreciated me continuing in the case. Unfortunately, this was not true, and 1 

became aware that Marie was posting disparaging comments about me over the intemet, and our relationship 

was ineparably damaged. Gradually, I was spending more time in the Broward County area, and less time in 
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Satsuma. I was having daily telephone contact with both Marie and Crystal, until I recommended against filing 

a custody modification action until we could see the results of Crystal's toxicology tests from the hospital after 

her car accident. At that juncture, their communications with me became less, and I would leave messages for 

them that went unreturned for clays. 

In June, 2009, without my knowledge, Marie travelled to Satsuma and completely cleared out the 

Haleigh Bug Center. She took every piece of furniture, every printer, file folder, etc., and took the contents of 

the building to her farm in Glen St. Mary, Florida. I had paid the rent, security deposit, and all utility bills on 

the Haleigh Bug Center for each month from March through June, 2009, with the exception of one month paid 

by Marie with donations from the public. All office items were taken by the family, and I have not seen or been 

copied with any of the documents that were taken from the Haleigh Bug Center. Further, I had hired Marie 

Griff]$' best friend to work at the Center as an employee. I had been paying her for several weeks to keep track 

of tips, leads, and generally, to "keep the doors open". When Marie surprised us with an abrupt move-out of the 

Center, I gave her fdend, Jennifer, a week's severance pay so that she could find alternate employment. 

I believe one of the most humiliating moments in my life came when I received an email fl·om a 

complete stranger, bdnging my attention to an email fl·om Made to a "blogger" which was being distributed on 

major websites across the internet. Made stated to a complete stranger in the email that I had failed to flle for 

custody of the child despite repeated demands to do so, that I had only been on the case to seek tame, and that I 

had an atiair with a volunteer working at the Haleigh Bug Center, and that she was intent on making Crystal 

angry enough to tlre me. She requested that the blogger flnd out more incdminating information against me, 

and stated she hoped to see me in jail from the allegations she was giving law enforcement. See Email From 

Marie Griffis as Exhibit attached hereto. 

CONCLUSION 

The last thing on my mind when I agreed to take on this complicated, highly charged case was media 

attention for myself. In tact, I had consistently cautioned the entire t~unily about law enforcement's desire that 

we curb the media frenzy surrounding the case. I spent tens of thousands of dollars of my personal funds in 

mounting a public awareness campaign to keep the search for missing child Haleigh Cummings alive. I spent 
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literally over one thousand hours working on the case, which involved multiple issues, cont1icts, and attacks 

against my personal reputation and integrity. Despite being urged to quit the case by my colleagues, friends, 

and family, I stayed in, through thick and thin, as I could not leave Crystal to fend for herself against the vicious 

intrusions and reputation attacks she had endured in the past. 

With regard to media appearances, I was encouraged by Crystal and her Mother, Marie Griffis, to speak 

with every media outlet to ensure that Haleigh's case did not become a cold case tile. Crystal insisted that we 

keep the media attention high to ensure Haleigh's search would not become a low priority for law enforcement. 

Crystal and I appeared together many times on national and local news. Again, it was important for the family 

to raise Crystal's public image, to force the nation to appeal for a continued search on numerous media 

appearances together. During the course of the case, I learned many difficult lessons. In an effort to aid and 

advocate for a mother of a missing child, I devoted my time, my staff: my energy, and my own family's funds. 

My client and her family had high expectations regarding results in the case involving custody of Ronald, Jr. 

that I did not feel comfortable bringing forward to the Court. I spent over $70,000 of my personal funds fighting 

and defending Crystal Sheffield and looking for her missing daughter, Haleigh. I never asked for a thing in 

return. 

My only contact with Ms. Sheffield after my tenure on the case has been by a summanzmg 

correspondence recapping the case, as well as one telephone message to ask her if she needed emergency 

assistance after Ronald Cummings was recently arrested. I have made no other contact attempts to Ms. 

Sheffield, or any other member of her family. 

It should be noted that to date, Crystal Sheffield's new attorney, Carol Caldwell, Esquire, has not filed a 

Supplemental Petition for Modification of Custody or for a request for a Modification and/or Termination of 

Child Support. She has been retained as the family lawyer for Crystal Sheffield for nearly two (2) months. 
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THE FLORIDA BAR INQmRY/OOMPLAINT 
KIM L. PICAZIO 

RESPONSE TO 10M L PICAZIO 
FILE NO.: 2010-50,286 (1711) 

Name: Crystal Sheffield 

Address: 12222 Mud Lake Road 

City: Glen St. Mary State: Florida 
Phone: (904) 373-4145 Zip Code: 32040 
Name: Marie Griffis 
Address: 12222 Mud Lake Road 
City: Glen St. Mary State: Florida 
Phone: (904) 275-3471 Zip Code: 32040 

Attorney's Name: Kim L. Picazio 
Address: One Financial Plaza 
Address: l 00 Southeast Third Avenue, Suite 2500 

City: Fort Lauderdale State: Florida 
Phone: (954) 467-5558 Zip Code: 33394 

The response filed by Kim Picazio addressing the original complaints contains her response to the 
specific compl~ along with a multipage narrative of the case. The superfluous n.armtive seems to 

serve oo ot:ber purposes than to defame her clients and confuse 1M issues that have been repo:rted in this 
complaint Crystal Sheffield and Marie Griflis will ooly respond to valid rebuttals to reported 
infractions. Miss Pk:azio"s attempt to~ intlammatmy, umdated ~as wJid ~to 
the complaints sbooJd be ooted. 

The first issue that sbDuld be addressed is t.be fad tbal the Sheftidd/Ori.ffi.s Family was in the middle of 
a tem'ble crisis, the~ of a child, when Kim Picazio began representing them. The 
con.fusioD. wouy aDd mess that sm:rounded mdl a t.mnmatie evem had a profuwd phylical and 
psychologiad dfcet oo Kim Picazio's climt& ln a sitmd:ion mch as • it 'W1!IS yay :fur 
comrmmication between attDmey' and cl1eut to be clear,~ and documented 

The second issue thatsboold also be~ is the fad: that Kim~~ and~ for 
Crystal Sheffield and her family, .iool:uding Marie Griffis.. One only bas to read Kim Picazio's own 
response to establish u.t fact.~ are numerous~ to her advising tmd ~with the 

family. She spoke fur the family oo multiple oceasions. There is ample evidence that Kim Picazio 
advised the fimill.y oo many legal issues and repm;eutcd hel'sdf as a ftm:rily ~ 

Ccystal Sheffield a8d Marie Griffis will not eommem on the initial eoutaet between Kim Pie&zio, 
William (Cobra) Staubs (personal friend ofK.im Picazio) and Wayanne Kruger due to the fact that 
neither of them (S1Jmbs or K.mgel') 'M,l:lre officialleptf<8!P.!!narives of the~ &mily .. 1'he 
issues discussed are irrelcvaut to estabHsbing the professional relatiooshlp ~Kim Piarzio aad the 
Sheffield! Griffis &mily. 
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THE FLORIDA BAR JNQIJIRYICOMPLAINT 
KIM L.. .PICAZIO 

RESPONSE TO 10M L.. PICAZIO 
FILE NO.: :ZOl0-50.,]86 (1711) 

The Florida Bar Rule$ of Professional Conduct4-l.6 Confidentiality ofinformationSubdivi.rion (a) 
states Consent ll£quired to Reveal Information. A lawyer shall not reveoJ inftm1'N11ion relating to 
representation of a client except as stated in subdivisions (b), (c), and (d). tl1l'kss the dient give$ 

informed consent 

Crystd Sheffield and Marie Griflis continue to contend that it -was~ that Kim Picazio would 
appear wiih Crystd Sheffield on television programs solely to support her and assist with any legal 
questions. TheJre, was :oo iDfmmed coosent granted to release any odJer ~ beyood what was 
required for the television appearnnces. Crystal Sheffield and Marie Griffis also agreed 1bat Kim Picazio 
would represent C.rysttd Sheffield in all child custody i$sues ~ Hal..eigh CUmmings and Ronald 
Cummings Junior. Both Sheffidd and Griffis~ their desire for Crystd Sheffield to gain custody 
of her children. 

Crystal Sheffield and Marie Griffi.s ~to~ that tbe.ieam the ooly ~ ft& ~ 
discussed and agreed upon between the parties ofK.im Picazio, Crystal Sheffield and Marie Griffis. AU 
act.ivUit.s outside offbese agscemcuts "WUe not d.is::ussed or~ by Ctystd Sheffield and Marie 
Griffis. 

Kim Pkazio bas de:sen"bed bet~ ofinfmmaOOD oo 1hcimemet• if •wumi,Uiq m her 
unruly client Marie Griffis. She ebamderized her involvement as luNing her s1atfmonitor intmlet crime 
boanb to quell rumors and she denies any d.med: involvement m the posting of seositive mfonnatioo. 
herseU: 'rbese are false statemenfs. The emaiJs previoosiy attached as exhibits to the original complaint 
are justa small ~ofthctypeof~tbatwaseommouly ~ ~recools 
available upon request. 

The problem of Kim Picado ~out ~itive information fur posting on the imanet became so out 
of contml that Capmin Dommie Pisadr:Do,. a lead inwstigatm in the HaLeigh Onmnings Case became 
very upset about vital infor.matiou be:iug leaked to the JDie'dia and ott iDlCmd ~ s#a. Crystal 
Sheffield and Marie 6riffis both hefml Captam ~teD Kim .Pkm:io 1bat sbe was lmft:iDgthe ease 
by giving tis~ to the media aod to~ 00 the intemct. CapJaia ~lo ~ 
Kim Picazio and be:r staff to cease internet biogging. 

2 
'!be Florida Bar~~~ Kim L. Picm:io 

D----... --"- 'V':- • n.!' ... _.._:_ r.rl- 1-.T-. .. '\l\1fi\ ~A 1"\o..c' I'1$!J1 "'1"\ 



THE FLORIDA BAR INQUIRY/COMPLAINT 
KIM L PICAZIO 

RESPONSE TO KIM L. PICAZIO 
FILE NO.: 2010-50,286 (1711) 

On anotbet occasion, Crystal Sheffield and Kim Picazio bad a meeting with the FBI,. FDLE and Putnam 
County Sherift's Office. Important information has disclosed to them that bad not been reJeased to 
anyone outside of law enfoo:emmt. 'l1ley 'Were iDstmcted by all agencia not to share this infol:ma:U.tm 
with anyone. As soon as the meeting concluded, Kim Pk:azio was sharing the information with Marie 
GriffiJ.. Lak::r that night,. Marie Griffis t~C~Ceivcd .a pbooe call that Kim Pieazio, unhelmowMt to her, was 

on an HLN talk show without Crystal Slteffiel~ discussing some of the extremely sensitive infurmation 
that had been released by law~ earlier in the day. 

On yet another oceasion, as Marie Griffis was being administered a Layered Voice Analysis T~ 
Crystal Sheffield, Kim Picazio and Peggy Cone, Lead Detective on the Hal..eigh Cummings Case 
stepped outside to SIJlOb aggareUc.. ~Cone Wid Kim Pkazio that 8 c::ouJd oo ~disclose 
information to her. Detective Cone stated that it had become a problem to discuss the case with Kim 
Picazio because whatever Cone disclosed to Picazio ended up on the internet. 

Kim Picazio developed a close~ with a DUIJJ:betof ooJiDe ~ aad bep& ~ 
herself. Unlike Miss Picazio.'s ~n that she or her staff was just monitoring tbe imemet fur 
rum~ she was very imroived in the oolinc aime board community. Kim Picazio used tbc scn:eo name 
JERICO on Websleutb.s and posted semi~y. She also used tbis name on a private social forum 
named the Garden.. Her staifootooiy ~but posted on ot.beraime forums also.~ 
reoords are available upon request. 

Kim Picazio beftielided a l'8.lmber blogaets. One such bl.ogger that Kim Picuio beftielided was Kendall 
Clark aka Pirate fi:om Websleutbs and tbc Garden. AccordiDg to Kendall Clm:t"s smtement, which is 
included as Exlu'bit~ vay sensmw ~was being Jeatal by Kim~ to-~ Oft the 
internet by herself: and two 01ber bloggers Karen Devine-Spmill arM~ Tammy Spratt. 

Following ism excerpt from Kendall Clak"s ~~the typeof~Sbe bad with 
Kim Picazio and die depth ofinvo.lvemalt Kim Picazio bad with the online oonummity. 

Howeve,. by (Itt; m4 ef April 1 begtmw g,uw ~wilA lite nelwe of/he ~Killt ojk11 

shared with Karen and me. At times 1 folt jlaltued thai she trusted me. but 1I'Klt'f! and 11I1.0f"e 1 wos 
concerned that Ki11J .fhmdd not be handing out infonnation that included the 1KllfleS ef potmtial 
witnesses in a missing child case. I !mew that Kim talked with other people who were active on the 
intentet tmd 1WU fairly COUliit lhol!lbe Wt1'r sltoring infonnation tufredy witlf lilt# DIJ&er ~ os!Jhe 
hadwithme. 
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TilE FLORIDA BAR INQUIRY/COMPLAINT 
KIM L. PICAZIO 

RESPONSE TO KIM L. PICAZIO 
FILE NO.: 2010-51,2116 (17U) 

(a) Violatioas 

Kim mentioned that she wanted to have as many bloggen as possible co1fliJJ::t Bonnie Warner at 
Florida's Department of Children and Families to exert pressure to remove Ron Cummings Jr. from the 
custody of his flllhtn. She tossed oul1'ltllne3 of people wiih wham: Run C1Jllfmings wmltnown to deal 
drugs and details about their statements to her investigators and to law enforcement 

Kim also wanted me to pon defamatory iriformotitm abmd Jolm Merchant, a det~ with the Putnam 
County Sheriff's office on Websleuths. She claimed that this detective was caught with cocaine in his 
personal vehide in 2(}()8 and wm not punished beyond two weeh of desk duty. She abo claimed thot 
Mr. Merchant had been caught in possession of a boot that belonged to a dnlg dealer who he sent to 
prison. Kim c1oimed thot Detective Merchtmt was helping RaLeigh's father, Ron C1Jllfmings colllinue to 
evade prosecution for his role in Haleigh :v diaappearance. I had no desire to subject myself to a libel 
catle and therefore declined to post the inftJ1'1'1K11ion about John Merchant. 

,"J"ms Pieazio tJbro took an espeeially aggressive !f/tmee toward Ron c~, attorney at the time, 
Greg Kimball. She told me that Kimho/1 was lrnown to use crack cocaine, engage in parties with 
prostihJtes. end thol he war liJJ.dy imrol:lled i1t tile drug tratk with Ron~ She obe told me tbol 
his nickname on the streets ofP~~~ntm~ Cmmly is "Crackheo.d" Kimho/l and thai he hod a etmdominiwn 

investigator. William Cobra Staubs both pressured me to shan this irif01'11llltion online. 

Kim had a close relationshipwilh a Bounty l:hmtrtr!Priwde /m?migol« 1ll1flti1Ui Jrdliam "Cti!Na" 
Staubs. 1.1tq were longti1lle .frient/:1. and were wOTking OIJ Ho.Leigh's t:a"'e togelhu. Many times Kim 
called WJe when she wm widJ Cobra and we Wlnlld ~ tJtru way~ Ulllfzblg her cdlular 
speaker phtme. There~ man:y fime:J she callM late at night and I a:Jll'lllfled that she and Cobra were 

il'llarictl/d ~of tbrir contltM.:t Armmd 1M wdtJJk of }day KiiB and Cobra htMI a ./f.llling Old thol 
resulted in an acrimonioua war of worth over the internet. One aftemoon, Kim conkK:ted me and she 
was~ up:ld the/ Mr.~ htMJ ~her diseursmg 1m extn~lllllrilal gffilir she WO:J 

having with a young mm1 who Wot'lr.ed at the Haleighbug Center named Jeremiah Reagan. She told me 
that one Tlight wlrDI abe wa.t spending the night m a hold roolll with~ m Palt.#Jm that Cobra 
called Kim ·s hu:Jband to reporl that thi:J was happening and that he drove to Putntun County from Ft. 
Lauderdale and caught Kim in the hotel room with Jeremiah. 
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THE FLORIDA BAR INQUIRY/COMPLAINT 
KIM L PICAZIO 

RESPONSE TO KIM L PICA.ZIO 
FILE NO.: 2010..58,286 (l7U) 

Kim was angry and upset and determined to exact revenge on Cobra for telling her husband about her 
affair with Jeremiah. She wanted to share some of Cobra's embarrauing personal injiJrfm;di.on online 
and as I did with the information about John Merchant, I refused to participate. Shortly after this 
conversation wi'th .Kim, a mon called my house and told me that he had information that could be used to 

damage Cobra and a reporter from MTI'I11eSota with whom Cobra was wurldng named rrm Holmseth. I 
lmng up on this cal.kr and told Kim to never have lDf.Y01'Je coll me lila! that again. 

1\zy continued refusal to disseminate negative information about Kim's foes resulted in our relationship 
berommg mointd. '1ile finol inddtmt thai~ m ._, lweoldng fief£ witk M.r. P~ Cll'MlKilnm 
Devine was when Ma. Devine abused her privileges as a moderatOI' at Websleuths in. order to prewent 
Crystal Sheffield und her family from learning that Kim was spreading false injfJI'1tlfJtion on the internet. 

A story began to circulate that HaLeigh 's father, Ron Cummings was planning to take HoLeigh 's 
brother Ronald Jr. to Ceuiral America ~WU the summer. I c~ Ki1ll to a« if this w&D tnll4 and. she 

replied that .Rtm c~ did l'eqJI;U.I to taltz the child out o.f the ctnl11ky lml that. was not going to 
allow it. She saw me pennbsion to 1J1M1 th:bJ on We~ .... .A day later, an .June 8 Marie GrlJI1s 
contacted me 'llrorlgh private message at Websleuths to tell me that Rtm CW'Iflftingll never requested to 
talr.e Ron Jr. 0111 of the «mn~ry. 1 opologized J1f"lJJituuy to Alt1.riJI allrll told hw lltNR/ld he litld te 81wn 
the e mail with her in which Kim PiaJzio staled thot he did malr.e this~ W'"lllmr hmn Kim was 
leavtngangryvoice olllfY~~myloydtyrohn'. ~nmdayl~my 

relatiorahip with Jam Picazio, Karen De:vine..Sprui/1 and Tammy Spratt inane mm1 informing them 
how disgusted I was with the way they were ln!Oiing the «1$4! and flmdJy of a ~~tiRing ddld 

In the original complaint, there were exhibits attoohed that dmoonstmted the types of information that 
wem ~by Kim Picazio. ~ Ra:ords available upon~ 

Marie Griffis told Kim Pic.azio on many occasions to cease speaking to the general public and the news 
media. Marie Griffis also toW K.im P:iczr.io to~ posting~ on the iMI::met and to stop 

disseminating infmmatioo to bloggers. Kim Picazio did not stop 1bese ootivitie& 
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FLORIDA BAR INQmRY/eOMPLAINT 
KIM L .. PICAZIO 

RESPONSE TO KIM L.. PICAZIO 
FILE NO.: 1010..58,286 (1711) 

The Rules of Professional Conduct 4-1.3 Diligence states lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and 
promptness in representing a client. 

Kim Picazio bas not acted with reasooable diligence in the operation of the Ha!eigh Bug Center ami 
Trust that was supposed to be created in A:pril2009. 

in M8!dl2009. Marie Griffis" bank, Country Federal Credit Union~ a mfDc for a t 999 Ford 
Ranger 4 x 4 with proceeds to be split between Marie Griffis and another bank customer beneficiary. 
Money :tOr both families was to be ueed towards Jiving~ duriaB a pa_. uMis.. Marie Griffis 
did not initiate this ftmdmising event. 

Proceeds from the mft1e were $3.,000. Marie Grifi:is kept~ fur ber ~applied against 
the raftle money donations. The nugority of the money went for fuel, supplies and buying HaLeigh t­
shirts.. This JJ10J.leY was not donated to the Hai.cigb Bug eem. at all It "WaS a sep~~~a ~that 
was held before the creation of the HaLeigb Bug Center or Foundation. All money was accounted for 
and Marie Griffis wiU be daRning the income on her penooal2009 tax mum. Any correspondence 
concerning the receipts or records of this fund miser .. "Which Kim Picazio bas refened to., is not affiliated 
with the Haleigh Bug Omter or Fouodat.ion. A wrtaoe:nt from bank Country Federal Cmdit Unioa em 

upon R:QIIeSt. 

Marie Griffis did open a bank aecowt for the proeeeds of the raffle aDd for adooation drive fim1 
cowo.rk:ea,. None of1hese donations were made to the HaLeigb Bug Center or Fomadation. 

In~ Kim.Pic:mo~memail wiJeJe MarieGriflb !~.~dada a~ the~ 
$1 AOO ftom ~ :taffle and $217 in donations to CtyStal Sheffield. The $217 was the amoont of two cash 
dooatioos that~ given~ the Hatcigh Bug Centa' was opeDal None of tbc moo.ies desaibed in 
the email that Kim Picazio mmtioDs in her~ were donatiDns to the Hal.eigh Bug Center or 
Foundation. 
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FLORIDA BAR INQUIRY/COMPLAINT 
KIM L. PICAZIO 

RESPONSE TO KIM L PICAZIO 
FILE NO..: 2910-5&,216 (1711) 

At the beginning ofMm:d12009, Wayanoo Kruger was introduced to Crystal Shdlidd and Marie Griffis 
by Ikverend Riclwd Grund in Satsuma Kruger, a self described Child Advocate., began to make 
suggestions to Sheffield and Griffis~ -ways that they could keep"~ up for the search 
for HaLeigh. She suggested that they sell HaLeigh t-sbirts and get flyers printed up fur distribution to 

keep HaLeigb,s image in the media. She also suggested putting out donation buckets to help with living 

expenses and to fund these "awareness" projects. The donations that Kim Picazio refers to when she 
became involved in the C88e maiDiy ~around these ~"awami~ ~ Imtead of 'Waiting 
passively for1he:retum ofHaLei~ the fumily ~ beeame imolvedinthe searm by~ to mise 
"awareness". 

In reading Kim Picazio's ~ Crysml Sbeffidd and Marie Griffis beeame awme the Ha.Lcigb Bug 
Trust was never properly set up. They will amend their statement 1o reflect 1hat fad. Kim Picazio stated 
thai the Trost was De'VC'l' ~ ~tbefami}y wmo not agn:c on a Tmsk::C.ID fad, Marie 6riilh 
stated that she would be the Trustee~ but was informed that a fumily member could not bold the position. 
The SheffieldiGriffis famUy ~that IGm. Picazio had filled the position of Trustee and thai the 
trust was indeed legally established. 

Picazio consulted with and hired an attorney named BriaD Page 'Who is a Trust AttoiDey with the firm 
Greenspoon Manter out of Sooth Flerida. She stated that she woold set up a Trust~ a 
bank to serve ibe Raleigh Bug Trost. It has oow come to Cry8tal Sbdfidd and Marie Griffis' atimtion 
tlmt this was never complded. 

On or about 1he second~ of Apri12009, Kim Piarl:io set up tbe Fftdeigb Bug Cent« aad staWd that 
she would set up a trust~ for dmlBlioDs to oontnlYule to Crystal Sheffield's liviDg ~and 
HaLeigh CUmmiflp awareness projeds. The Raleigh Bug Center was Kim Pi~ct's idea and sole 
creation. Kim Pica:rio stated tbat they needed a command center. Marie Griffis did not~ why 
tbis was~ as they Jived a long dista.t1ce ftom Sat:mma aDd could not be tbr:re daily to tDil the 
center. 

Kim Picazio ~the buiJdiDg that housed the Hal.eigh Bug Cater and paid fur minor upgrades 
before opening up. AU of the utilities were set up by Kim Picazio. All of the bills ami utilities, with the 
exception of one ~'s m:d: was paid fur by Picazio or her~ Cryslal SIJdfid.d and Marie 
Griffis bad oo managerial or administrative involvement in the RaLeigh Bug Center at all.. 

7 
The Florida Bar Jnquiry!Com:pWnt: Kim L. Picazio 

n------- ..__ V!- J" n: ... _..,.:,...,. r!'J,... 14.f- "'"').01A CA 1"\GC /'1f""'11'\ 



TilE FLORIDA BAR INQli.IRY/COMPLAINT 
KIM L PICAZIO 

RESPONSE TO KIM L. PICAZIO 
FILE NO.: 1010..50,186 (1711) 

The R.oJ.es of Profasioul Condad 4-1.3 Violatiou 

Kim Picazio secured Jeremiah Regan to ron the Haleigh Bug Center. Crystal Sheffield and Marie Griffis 
did not request Jeremiah Regan to nm the Center. Jeremiah Regan reported to Kim Picazio and William 
(Cobra) Staubs, a private investigatm" and personal friend of Kim Pieaziofs. AD~ were to be 
tracked with a receipt and every donation would be noted. Kim Picazio stated that everything given to 
the Haleigh Bug Center and the fumil.y~ included cash donations and gifts would be noted. Jeremiah 
Regan did keep the accounting records for the RaLeigh Bug Center and showed the financial records for 
March and April2009 to Crystal Sheffield and Marie Griffis when they were visiting a .Hal..eigb Bug 
Center. Sheffield and Griffis~ not at the Hal..eigh Bug Center on a :regula!- basis and do not know 
where these records are now located. 

Jeremiah hgan was given all donations, unless cbecks were personally made out to Crystal Sheffield. 

Checks made out to Crystal Sheffield were deposited in her personal account and will be c]aimed on her 
2009 tax rdnm. The only funds that Ctysml Sheffield teceived from HaLcigh Bog Ce:ma ~was 
approximately $350. Shdlield ~ed the funds fur living expenses and supplied m:eipts fur those 
~Jeremiah Rep& was the penon who disbursed the funds to Crysii.ISbeffield. 

Crystal Sheffield aDd Marie Griffis 1Nale not aware of any of the adWd administratim of the RaLeigh 
Bug Center,. nor wem they given regular aooess to any "banking records. Jeremiah Regan stated to Crystal 

Sheffield that be had fumed over a reeord book to Kim .Picazio of~ reeeived. Cry:md Shdfidd 
and Marie Griffis have not seen the final record book and have no knowledge of the amoout of 
donations 1hat -wae ~Of how they~ disbuned. 

There were other individuals chosen to nm the Haleigh BuB Ceuta' f« a period of~ but Crystal 
Sheffield and Marie Griffis were not included in personnel decisions. Kim Picazio made all executive 

decisions for the HaJeigh Bug Cem.er. In the original oomplaint, 1hem was an exbi"bit containing 

information that Kim Pieazio told an internet blogger about her involvement in the nmning of the 
Haleigh Bug Center. 

At the urging of Crystal Sheffield and Marie Griffis,. the Haleigb Bug Center was scheduled to be shut 
down in June 2009. All contents were scheduled to be moved to the Oriffis ~in Baker County, 
FkJrida 'I'be actwd lOO'Ve ~two "Meeb eadiertb:m ~but it was not • U!lllbLpa:;tr.d 
action. AD of the oontems of the &Leigh Bug Center had been doDated md werepmpedy ~to 
the new location. 
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TilE FLORIDA BAR INQmRY/COMPLAINT 
KIM L. PICAZIO 

RESPONSE TO KIM L. PICAZIO 
FILE NO.: 2010-5D,l86 fl7U) 

In response to Kim Picazio's allegations that there were many fights about the dooat:ion pr~ 
Crystal Sheffield and Marie Griffis deny that allegation. There were legitimate questions raised by 
Crystal Sheffield and Marie Griffis concerning donations ~ed by Jmcmiah ~ William (Cobra) 

Staubs) and Debbie Huddleston and how that money was~ for. Those legifimak; questions 

remain to this date. 

Kim Pieazio also arranged to set up the HaLcigh Bug Website. Contrary to Kim Picazio's a.llegatiomL. it 
was Picazio herndf that suggested the PayPallink be placed on the web page for the sales of tee shirts or 
bma;,lets to people ftom out af tO'WIL Crystal Sheffield and Marie Ori.ffis had no knowledgu ofhow to 

set up a PayPal button on a website. 

1'hc last mention that Kim Pkazio makes is to a Bmefit Concert for RaLeigh that was being set up by a 
singer in Austin. This singer contacted Marie Griffis and offered to put on a coneert for the HaLeigh 
Bug Foundation.. In Lieu of any donations being~ by the Haleigb Bug F~ :&4arie 6r:iffis 
has arranged for all :money to be disbursed ditedly to Putnam Cmmty Sheritrs Offiee, Texas 
EquuSeareh sod the Justice Coalition rewtmi fund for Hal...eigh. No momes will be disln"bmed through 
the HaLeigh Bug Foundation. 

Crystal Sheffield and Marie Griffis routinue to assert that Kim Picazio has not acted with reasouablc 
diligence in her fuilure to file for suspension of further child support obligations. With HaLeigb 
Cummings missing and Crystal Sbd:lield suffering seizures and unable to~ CrystaJ Sbdfield,s 
child support obligations should have suspended or at least reduced. Crystal Sbe:ffieJd turned over a copy 
of her doctor's note verifying her inability to work «drive. A copy of this DOte is induded in the 
original complaint. 
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THE FLORIDA BAR JNQUIKY/COMPLAINT 
KIM L. PICAZIO 

RESPONSE TO KIM L. PICAZIO 
FILE NO.: 2010..59,286 (171.1) 

Under penolty of perjury, I declare the foregoingfaets are true, correct and complete. 

LCJ-7-0 q 
Date 

/CJ-?-09 
Signature 
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EXH.IBITS: 

THE FLORIDA BAR INQUIRY/COMPLAINT 
KIM L.. PICAZIO 

RESPONSE TO KIM L.. PICAZIO 
FILE NO.: 201.0..50,286 (1711) 

Exhibit A- Statement of KendaU Clark 

My involvanent with Kim Picazio began on March 23., 2009. I bad been fullowing the case of missing 
child, Haleigh Cummings since February 10 when the Amber Alert was issued The home from which 
Haleigh disappeared is ooly about 30 miles ftom where I live and l paid special attemioo to the search 
for this little girl. At the time I participated in an internet crime forom. called Websleuths 
( www.websleutbs.com). At no time was I anadminimator or modemtor at this fumm. I was simply a 
posting member. 

A person posting as "Player" daimed to be a fOJ"'Da" neighbor of ~Weigh Cummings. He said be was an 
elderly man and seemed to know a great deal about the day to day activities ofHaLeigh;s family. l had 
genome oonce.ms that he migbt be involved in HaLe.igh's ~and felt that the authorities 
needed to investiga!e this person. Because of the na~ of th6 ~ l hesitated to~ the 
authorWes because I was DOt SWJe I wouhi be taken seriously. In the meantime, Kim Pkazio began 
representing RaLeigh's mother Crystal Sheffield. I wak::bed several media iBtaviews and noticed that 
Ms. Picazio seemed to be somoone who might~ my~ about die imemet poster so I 
took a chance and &mailed her the evening ofMareh 23. I received a prompt 8ftd ~~to 
my eoneems and a regular~ began. 

Originally I shared suspicious and interesting internet comments with Kim and occasionally asked her 
questions about infmndion that was being posted on W~ Kim was often williDg to :rebut 
negative information about HaLeigh"s mother Crystal with detailed facts. As someooe who fumly 
believed that Hal.eigh's molber and Ia family were not at all involved in bel'~ 1 was 
pleased to get the~, out for Kim. 

On April6 a moderatm-by the name ofTop 6mmer (aka Ktm:m :DeYine) &om Webdwths ~me for 
Kim Picazio' s contact information and e mailed her an introdootionlverificatioo tlmt the information I 
was posting was indeed appropria1e to share. Kim Picazio ~quickly and am:fDmed that she 
was providing information to post at Websleuths. From this email exchange, Kim Picazio and Karen 
Devine established a~ Ms.. Picazio :ma.dt no effortm initiafe cmJ~aCt with any modetafors m 
administ:mtors at Webskntbs. 
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EXHIBITS: 

THE FLORIDA BAR INQUIRY/COMPLAINT 
KIM L. PICAZIO 

RESPONSE TO KIM L. PICAZIO 
FILE NO.: 2010-50,286 (1711) 

Exhibit A- Statement of Kendall Clark 

In the first weeks I continued to feel that I was helping. However by the eDd af Aprill began to grow 
cow:emed with the nature of the infm:matioo Kim often shared with Karen and me. At times l felt 
flattered that she trusted me~ but more and more I was concem.ed that Kim sboold not be handing out 
information that included the names of potential witnesses in a missing child case. I knew that Kim 
talked with other people who were adive on the internet and was fairly ca1ain that she was sharing 
information as. freely with these other people as she had with me. Kim mentioned that she wanted to 
have as many bloggea as possible eootaet Bmmie Warner at Florida!s Departmt!nt ofChildnm and 
Families to exert pressure to remove Ron Cummings Jr. :from the custody of his father. She tossed out 
names of people with whom Ron Cummings was k:oowu to daJ drugs aDd ddails a00ut their~ 
to her investigatms and to law enfmcement. Kim also wanted me to post defumatmy infunnation about 
John Merduiat, a detedive with the Putnam Coumy Sheriff's oft.ke on Websleutbs. She claimed diat 
this detootive was caught with cocaine in his personal vehicle in 2008 and was not punished beyond two 
weeks of desk duty. She also claimed that :Mr. MerebaDt had bee& amght m ~of a boat that 
belonged to a drug dealer who he sent to prisorL Kim claimed that Detective Mercbaut was helping 
H.aLeigh's &.ttaer, Roo Cwnmmp Wllt.iuue to evade~ fur his role m Hai.eigb's 
disappeanmce. I had no desire to subject Dl)'Jdf to a libel cm.e and therefore declined to post the 
mtormation about 

Ms. Picazio al.so- rook an especiany aggressive stimce towant Ron OIBIIIrings" attomey: at the time,. Greg 
Kimball. She told me tballGmball was known to use craclc ~7 engage in parties with prostitutes, 
and that be was likdy involved m the drug ttade with Roo. C:nmminp. She also told me that his 
nickname on the st1:edS ofPumam County is "Crack:head" Kimball and that he bad a condominium on 
the watcrfront in Palatka in wbidl he hosted drug and sa p8f1ia. Kim and her~ imraiiptor, 
William Cobra Staubs both pressuml me to s.iMw this infOI"Ination ooli:ue. 

I took a two week~ betweed Apri125 and May 1 and upon my retmn learned 1bat Kim had taks:n 
another W~ member into her oonfidence, a woman named Tammy Spratt (aka BsdMe) from 
Canada. l expressed my~ to Kim about dDs peuoo as a Dad JICVa'~ a~ of1be fact 
that she suifered iiDm nemological and meum~ problems.. 
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EXHIBITS: 

THE FLORIDA BAR INQUIRY/COMPLAINT 
KIM L. PICAZIO 

RESPONSE TO KIM L. PICAZIO 
FILE NO.: 1010-50,286 (1711) 

Exhibit A- Statement of Kendall Clark 

Within a couple weeks of my return :from vacatio~ my coneems grew and my respect for Kim Picazio 
deteriorated for sevend reasons as list.W. below: 

Kim had a close relatiooship with a Bounty Hunter/PrivaU: Investigator nmned William "Cobra" Staubs. 
They were longtime friends and were working on Haleigh's case together. Many times Kim called me 
when she was with Cobra and we would have three way coo.versatioos utiJiziag her cellolar speaker 
phone. There were many times she called late at night and I assumed that she and Cobra were 
intoxicated because of their iiDnduet Around the middle of May Kim and Cobra bad a falling oot that 
resulted in an acrimonious war of words over the internet. One aftemoo~ Kim contacted me and she 
was extremely upset that Mr. Staubs/Cobta bad~ her dimJssing an extm marital ai&ir she was 
having with a young man who worked at the Haleighbug Center named Jeremiah Reagan. She told me 

that ooe night when me was spending the night in a hotel room with~ in Palatka that Cobra 
called Kim"s husbsmd to report that 1his was happening and that he drove to Putnam County from Ft. 
Lauderdale and awgbt Kim in the hotel room wi1h Jeremiah. 

Kim was angry and upset and determined to exact revenge on Cobra for telling her husband about her 
affair with Jeremiah. She 'Wm1ted to shaN some of Cobra's ~ per90l18l information online 

tJ!'..aaui11. 1 :nmJ!sed 

conversation with IGm, a mau caiJed my~ aDd told me 1bat he had~ 1bat coold be used to 

damage Cobra and a ~from Milmesota with whom Cobia~ workin3 named TJm Holmsdh. I 
hung up on this eaD« and told Kim to never have anyone WI me like that again. 

My conti.nued refusal to disseminate negative info:mmtion about Kim's foes resulted in our relationship 
becoming~ 'The final inddaJt that n::sultcd in my bn:aking tics with M& Pkaaio aad Xarreu 
Devine was when Ms. Devine abused her privileges as a modennor at W~ in onia'to pP:Vmt 

Crystal Sheffield and her &miJy from leaming that Kim was~ false infoonation on the internet. 
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F.JrniBITS: 

FLORIDA BAR INQmRY/COMPLAINT 
KIM L. PICAZIO 

RESPONSE TO KIM L. PICAZIO 
FILE NO.: 2010-50,286 (17H) 

Exhibit A- Statement of Kendal) Clark 

A story began to circulate that RaLeigh's father, Ron Cummings was planning to take HaJ..eigh~>s 
brother Ronald Jr. to Central America over the summer. I con1acted Kim to see if this was true and she 
replied that Ron Cummings did request to take the child out of the countJ:y but that she was oot going to 
allow it Sbe gave me permission to post this on Websleutbs. A day later, on June 8 Marie Griffis 
contacted me dlrougb private message at W~ to teD me that Ron CummillpJJeVer requested to 

take Ron J:r. out of the 001lDiiy. I apologized profusely to Marie and told her I would be glad to share 
thee mail with b« in which Kim Pieazio stated that he did :make this request W'dhin boom Kim was 
leaving angry voice mails at my home questioning my loyalty to her. The next day I severed my 
relatiooship vrith Kim PiaJzio., Karen Devine-SpruilJ and Tammy Spratt inane mail informia& 1hem. 
how disgusted I was with the way they were treating 1he case and family of a missing ehild. 

W4 m tnoment I l was cn::abng problems people I 
wanted to help~ I ceased oontact with her and hoped that she would simply leave me alone. Instead, I 
have been subjed to~ via middle oftbe mgbtphone calls, havil'lg mypencmd ~ 
(including full name9 ~ phorJe number, husband's name, cltild's name, employer) shared with 
strangen; an overdJe ink:md,. The only person who knew the specifks of my pemomd iDformaOOn was 
Kim Picazio and I hold her responsible at the very least for sharing my information and at worst using 

and encoumging others to use this infmmatioo to hara:m and stalk. me. 

I have several e mails that will support the comments made in this statement. All will be made available 
upon request. 
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LAW OFFICE OF 

KIM L. PICAZIO, P.A. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

KrM L. PtCAZIO 

FA.Mll.Y AND MATRIMONIAL LAW 
COMMERCIAL LITIOATIO!N 
GENERAL CIVIl. PRACTICE 

Shanell M. Schuyler, Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar 
651 East Jefferson Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-2300 

October 28, 2009 

BANK Ol' AMERICA TowER AT INTERNATIONAL J?LACE 
100 SountEJt.ST Sn:coNo ST:Rll:ET 

SUITE 3550 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 83131 

TEL! 005.:371.6060 
FA-'!:: 005.:358.5917 

E-MAIL: ktm@ptcauclaw.com 

Re: Crystal Sheffield: The Florida Bar No.: 2010-SO, 286 (1711) 

Dear Ms. Schuyler: 

Thank you for opportunity to provide the Florida Bar with a Sur~Reply to the Response filed by the 
Complainants, Crystal Sheffield and her mother, Marie Griffis. The alJegations contained in this Inquiry 
have shocked me, an attorney who volunteered thousands of hours of pro-bono time, and tens of 
thousands of dollars in costs and expenses, to support and assist the mother of a missing child. The 
investigation of missing child Haleigh a it to 
be a prime topic in local and national news., and internet crime news sites. See attached News Article 
from Orlando Times Union on the Haleigh Cummings Obsession. 

Unfortunately, many fine individuals have suffered tremendous personal attacks in their well-intentioned 
efforts to assist the Sheffield and Griffis family. Many members of my staff, as well as volunteer team 
members who donated hundreds of hours to protect and assist Crystal Sheffield. have suffered libelous 
attacks on their reputations by internet bloggers, and avant guard journalists. When I saw that a blogger 
named Kendall Clark had attached an affidavit to Ms. Sheffield's Response in this matter, I could not help 
by shake my head. It is widely known that Ms. Clark is writing a book about the disappearance of 
Haleigh Cummings, and I had always attempted to protect my client from these types of self-serving 
intruders who would befriend the family, or me, only to be secretly feeding a hidden agenda for fame, 
fortune, or the notoriety. From the inception of the Raleigh case, scheming bloggers have sought the 
coveted "inside scoop", attempting to befriend family members, journalists, and law enforcement officers. 
One biogger even convinced Marie Griffis, mother to Crystal Sheffield, that she was her Husband's 
extended family member, only be discovered after blogging inside infonnation on the internet. It is sad to 

me that a family that I sought to protect with all my might and my wit, has fallen into this trap of what I, 
and many other individuals on my staff, tried desperately to prevent. 

I have never worked so hard to defend a client in my entire career. At no time during my representation 
of Crystal Sheffield did I breach the Rules of Professionalism, which I so fmnly adhered during the 
course of my role as lawyer~ and spokesperson. In fact, it was my strong and unwaivering compliance 
with the Rules of Ethics, that ultimately alienated me from my client, and her family. 



As for me, I am proud to say that I stood firm by my Oath to this Bar, and regardless of reputation attacks 
I suffe~ most notably by my client's mother, Marie Griffis. I refused to stray outside the boundaries of 
ethics and integrity, specifically, by refusing allege false allegations to a Florida court by filing a custody 
proceeding for a Mother struggling with a drug problem. 

With great sadness, I am forced to defend against my own client to this Bar, revealing facts about her that 
no one should ever hear or know, due to the fraudulent allegations contained in this Inquiry. I hereby 
address the allegations by Crystal Sheffield, Marie Griffis, and blogger, Kendall Clark alk.Ja Pirate Girl in 
this Sur·Reply. 

,KIM L. PICAZIO 

cc: Crystal Sheffield 
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Home> News 

Haleigh Cummings mystery feeds online obsession 
Local stories like Haleigh's become national fixations when observers with opinions take rants to the Web. 

BY DANA TREEN STORY UPOATI!!l AT 10:36 AM ON WEDNESDAY, OCT. 21, 2009 

Twitter feeds, blogs related to Halelgh 
h~lelghnew:trexas engineer Ellen JohnSon created tnls 
account 111 StlP!l<llt of Hale!Qh's mcther. 

hereforfullelgh A Q1!lheril19 spot of advocates fill' R(:(lald 
Cummln\)s, Halelgh's father. 

camille_2010 Wi!l:XlnSin moo1 Kathy Sthmldt says tilmily 
ha!l1't been asked tough quesllons. 

Ho~tiakligh Rl!CEI1t comments del'el'ld Rooald 
eummmQS but ask the focus be on the search. 

crystai043Q The Twitter a=nt of Crystal Shl!ffleld, 
Halelgh's mcther. 

artharris.com Emmy-w!nnlng jOurrlaltst Art Hartis repcrtS 
on Halelgh, other cases. 

Prayers4Hal<!lgh With a middle of the road approaclt, this 
accoont tnes to J<eep focused on the search. 

haleivhsslde M anonymous Florida·based account 
SUPportlVll of Hale!gh'S ~r. 

scaredmonkeys.net: Clime and current events biOg lists 
Kalelgh M high-profile miSSing pei'St;fiS case. 

Stepll-.wardpress.com Courts and crime broadcast 
Journalist Steph Watts c""""' Halel9h, other calll!!l. 

Marie1207 Twitter accou11: of Haletgh's ~J~<~ndmcther and 
mother of QystaJ Slleflield Is ortenb!£1 toward Scripture 
qootatlons. 

Haleigh Cummings photo gallery 

Haleigh Cummings 911 call 

iif .. 

The di$appearance of ~Mid Hal~ Cummings elgtlt months ago occurred l\bout the lime Ellen Johnson got Internet 
access at home In east Texas. 

"I <idn't even have a computer In my house until just before tills,' she $ald. 

tlow, the 46-year"'id petroleum engineer has a Twitter account called hale!glmewz dedicated to the case and at summer's 
end, was in Putnam CQunty to help wilh a sc1i<:lol supply dli'<e for Halelg!t's dassmates. Jol1nson met Halelgh's mclther, Ctyst 
Sheffield, and grandmother Marie Griffis there. She spertds hours sharing her thoughts online and probing for Information 
about the ongoing Investigation. 

It Is as If the 1ntemet has removed a wall. 

Johnson Is not alone. In the eight 111011t11s Since the ldndergartner diSappeared from t11e Satsuma mobile home where she we 
living with a younger brother, tl1elr father and his 17·yeBr-illd gllifriend, Misty Croslin, Ha!elgh has touched legions of hearts 
and spawned International attention in an online community. · 

JOhnson says her attradioo to the case is oot somelhii'IIJ she underst:ands completely. She had never posted on an online 
filtum but Is now immersed In Halelgh's slll!y. 

"You are Interacting with the people themselves," she $ald. "There Is not that distance between them and you." 

JOhnson said she is not married and has no children but was stnJd< by the plight of a mottlef without her child. 

Step~\ Watts, a broadcast produo:!r and journalist who has woli<ed for Court TV, CNN and Fox and followed alme and justice 
stof!es, said there Is a danger In becOnting too dose to a case. 'We feel lllr.e we have permlsstoo and ll right tx:1 be In their 
lives and we don't. • he said. 

Watts has a biOQ, Watts Up With This??? at ~.wordpress.com that 1\:lllows the Ha!elgh story. 

"What the Internet has done Is talr.en those local st:ot1e5 and made them national stories,• he said. 

Watts said he began wrltlng abOut Halelg!lln AUgust. 

"I think people are feeling they can bEcome part Of the stoty by welghlng in,· he said. 

What has happened Is not necessanly now, he $aid, and reaCilons from onRne observers are equivalent to earlier generatiOn! 
yelling opiniOns at the television. 

"ThiS Is like a hlqh-speed letter to the edi!OI', • he said. 

Kalt!y Schmidt, 42, a mother of three In MadiSon, WIS.., calls the case a 'scatb:!red pt.IZZ!e.' 

Schmidt. who has a Tw!tter accouot, camnle_2010, Is schedUled to launch the Justice 4 Haleigh blog today with a friend she 
met online. It will be at Justlce4haleigh.won:lptess.com. 

Passion ebbs and flows In the forums, she said. 

"Nobody Is really in charge Of anything,· she said. "They just get a following. • 

Ulce Johnson, Schmidt $aid she had never been ooffillclled by a c::ase befOn!. Hafelgll's. 

'She didn't get treated right and she didn't deserve this,' Schmidt said of the stlll·miSSing youngster. 

She has an answer for her chWdren, aged 10 to 14, when they ask her why she is so absorbed by a girt so far away that she 
never knew. 

"l don't really see anybOdy flghtlng for Haleigh on either side, • she tells them. ·rr lt was you, I'd want someone fighting for 
you. Haleigh didn't Just walk out of that trailer for the rest of her life." 

It Is as If these people c::an reach through their computer SCTI!efls to ease the pain of Halelgh's family or nudge a detectlve's 
shoulder to prod tl1em forward. 

1'hey e-maU the topS and polltldans when IT'I'reSiiga\ions seem to sputter and urge slate child safety work.ers to d'ied< the 
welfare Of Halelg!l's younger brother, said Chantefl Wofter, 44, of Southern Ohio. She created her crwoftefl Twitter account 
because of the case. 

'I mel dose to the lnvestigatloo, • she said, one time even calling the Far. "If there is a sean:h or something Is going on, 1 
hear about It first." 

Since Feb. 10, detectlves and analysts have tried to aack the mysterious disappearance. 1'hey remain unconvlnced that 
CroSiin, who became Haleigh's stepmother after marl"{lng25"(t!ar-old Ronald Cummings In Man:h, Is tefltng all she knows. 

But while seai'Ches, the Cummings' already dissolved marriage, smndoffi; by both Haleigh's parems and unrelated arrests of 
family members and others are strong fodder, they are not all that drives the story, said Art Harris, whose blog The Bald 
Truth at artharrls.com gives her promloont ~· 

"There Is something about Hale!gh's picture,' he said of the girt whose oftet1-used Image Shows her wilh a bright smile and a 
Dink bow In her hair. 
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User Comments 

Tell you what 

"She IS sa wnmrng," he s:ard "Just by looking at 1he J)IC1Ures regardless of how you feel about her parents, she rn an 
Innocent. 

Harr1s' posts are often bJlmg and most likely focus on Ronald or Mtsty Cumrmngs. Hams desaibes htS coverage as 'calling rt 
1he way you see rt. • He ts regularty tnteMewed by cable !llle111S100's Nancy Grace 

'My challenge IS how do you get behtnd 1he motives and 1t1e reasortS behtnd It; he s:atd. 

Lt. Johnny Gl1!enwood of 1he Putnam County Shetiff's Offlce said bioggers Hams and Watts check tnf0011alloo and have not 
caused heartburn for mveshgatnrs. 

"The only thmg that 1s really diScouraging rs 1hose bloqgers who have bad rnformatlon," he said. 

Some hide behtnd onhne anonymity, he said 

"We don't know who they are. People take what these people say as gospel." 

The l'ntemet can offer a measure of secrecy but rs still wrtflln 1he naach of !he law, s:atd Rick Karcher, a torts law professor at 
Flonda Coastlll School of Law. 

Optmons are not illegal but the FirSt Amelldment does not p-oled: against false, defamatnry statements, he said. 

"It's from the perspectr,~e of the reader,' he said 'Would they thrnk it rs true.,.. 

While the case has gnpped a dMded oohne followlllQ that casts publrc aa:usat:lons about such troubled families, tn Hale!Qh's 
relatJVes, much of 1t1e attentlon IS a bombardment that puts lhem on the defl!ns~ve. 

"It Just cortSUmes too much of your Ume to contmue to sJl and try to keep up wrlh who rs s:aytng what," said Gr1ffls, who 111/e' 
rn Baker County "! thrnk they're rl'l'lllevant Half of the1r 1nforma1Jon tSn't true." 

Now, she said, she hrruts her tnvolvement to posbf'l9 SC:npture Those who thmk they have a lead '" 1he case need to contact 
deb!ctlves, she said 

"If 1t •s someone Ive become famtDar wrth, rll answer them, but nine out of 10 tJtnes I don't, • she saki 

Ronald Cumrrongs' 9~. AnnettB Syf<.e$, hves 1n sau!hem Putnam County and satd her famrly has found support but 
also Sllffi!fS sharply from the commentary. 

"There's not much you can do,' she said. "They are go111g to beheve what they want to belreve or say what they want to say 

dana.t:reentii\Jaclcsonville..com, (904) 359-4091 
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SUR-REPLY BY KIM L. PICAZIO TO RESPONSE FILED BY COMPLAINANT(S) 
FILE NO.: 2010-50,286 (1711} 

I. LEGAL REPRESENTATION OF MARIE GRIFFIS 

I did not represent Marie Griffis, and surely a lawyer's close contact and well-intentioned updates on 
the status of a family member's case, does not trigger an attorney client relationship with an entire 
family. The Complaint seeks to extend my legal representation of Crystal Sheffield to her mother, 
Marie Griffis, for the purpose of manufacturing or bolstering alleged Bar Rule violations. Proof of the 
scope of my legal representation can be demonstrated from Crystal Sheffield's own words in media 
appearances, and from the various interviews I did during my tenure as spokesperson and lawyer for 
Crystal Sheffield. In each appearance, both Crystal and I represented that I was a spokesperson and 
lawyer for Crystal, and Crystal alone. Members of my staff, members of the Putnam County 
community, representatives from Department of Children and Families, lead detectives of the Haleigh 
Cummings Task Force at the Putnam County Sheriff's office, and well-respected journalists, would 
agree that at no time did I ever hold myself out to the public as representing Marie Griffis, Crystal's 
mother. 

case I 
customarily do in other cases for clients who have concerned extended family members. However, in 
no way does this relationship with family members create a bonafide attorney client relationship with 
them. Further, there were many occasions wherein Crystal specifically asked me to withhold 
confidential information and facts from her Mother and other family members, which I did. 
Supporting Documents and Witnesses Upon Request. Quite simply, I did not give any legal advice to 

any individual other than Crystal. 

There are several Sheffield family members and staff members who could testify to the fact that I had 
specifically, and more than once, informed Marie Griffis that I represented Crystal, and Crystal alone. 
Witnesses: William E. Staubs, Jeremiah Regan, Donna Wagoner, Marty Sheffield (Crystal's Father), 
Connie Sheffield (Crystals' Step Mother), Detective Peggy Cone ofPCSO, and Jerri Green. 

IL RULE 4-1.6(A) PROPER DISCLOSURES WITHIN SCOPE OF REPRESENTATION 

A. THE ROLE AND DUTIES OF A Jl!EDIA SPOKESPERSON 

The internet is essentially where a growing number of the general public gets their news every day. I 
received thousands of emails from the public commenting on the Sheffield/Haleigh Cummings matter, 
some of which even told me how to better put on my make-up. The public sent tips~ leads, support, 
well-wishes and sometimes screaming insults, my way. As the spokesperson for Crystal Sheffield, the 
release of positive information to the public, whether on the internet, or to other media sources, in 
furtherance her best interest or desired results, does not constitute a violation of the Rules of 
Professional Conduct. The very nature of the role of a "media spokesperson" is different in kind than 
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most other roles customarily served by an attorney. It requires the disclosure of information 
customarily thought of as "off limits" to the public and/or your opponents. 'This job requires more than 
showing up at media interviews. It requires complex strategy, intelligent calculation, finding and 
maintaining inside sources for information, and trusted contacts who can be your eyes and ears for the 
"feel" of the public. Damning information about a client that is swirled around the Internet will surely 
be aired in national headlines, and can devastate your client's image, credibility, case or cause. During 
the case, I utilized a media consultant, two-time Emmy winning journalist, Art Harris (formerly of 
CNN). Harris assisted Crystal and my team, lending us his expertise and advice on the strategic 
placement and release of information to turn around the negative press Crystal was receiving. Crystal 
and I spent a great deal of time with Art Harris. 

The release of information, or breaking news, in a high media case, must be preplanned, time-sensitive, 
and intentional. A surprising release of damning information from your opponents is the last thing 
you've ever want to happen. Disclosures of information are aimed at directing, or redirecting, the 
media so that they air positive information about your client. Ronald Cummings' lawyers released 
damaging information about Crystal through press releases throughout the case. It was imperative that 
we kept key contacts in law enforcement, the community, the media, as well as on the internet, to 
properly counter many untlattering stories which could have destroyed Crystal's credibility and 
chances of ever having custody of her children. Quite simply, guiding, directing and dodging the 
release of information from your client's detractors, is an intensely calculated process in a high media 
case. 

There have been numerous stories that have aired in the Haleigh Cummings/Sheffield matter from 
internet sources. Insidious bloggers can be devastating to a client in modern-day high media cases. 
Often fanatical about missing children's cases, bloggers spend countless hours "sleuthing" information 
about all people connected to the case, call and write to authorities with rumors for false tips, and try to 
become personally close with insiders or family members involved in the case. The most coveted 
information source for a blogger is to obtain insider information directly from a farllily member in a 
case. This manipulation is exactly what I attempted to protect my client from. Unfortunately, the 
Sheffield/Raleigh Cummings matter is a prime example of the intrusion and disruption caused by 
modern-day, fanatical bloggers, who go to great lengths for an "inside scoop" in high media cases. 
'The internet and manipulative bloggers was, and remains, a hurdle to contend with in the Haleigh 
Cummings case by all involved. 

There have been countless news articles on the subject of the internet frenzy that plagues the Raleigh 
case and investigators. The Raleigh Cummings case is the most active criminal investigation blogged 
about on the internet to date, other than the Caylee Anthony matter. Although I was surely not 
obsessed with blogging, the internet frenzy was a very real fact and hazard that existed in the case. At 
all times, my staff and I contended with the issue properly. 
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B. THE COMPlAINT FAILS TO ALLEGE A VIOLATION OF RULE 4-1.6 

The Complainants have failed to bring forth a single example of improper disclosures in violation of 
the Rules. I have never divulged information that was defamatory to Crystal Sheffield, or leaked her 
confidential information in any way. Further, all information released to any public source, whether on 
television, radio, internet or newspaper, was well within the proper scope of my retention as 
spokesperson for the client. 

Rule 4-1.6 states that "a lawyer shaH not reveal information relating to representation of a client except 
as stated in subdivisions (b), (c), and (d), unless the client gives informed consent." {emphasis 
added} Pursuant to Section (c) of Rule 4-1.6, a lawyer may reveal such information to the extent the 
lawyer reasonably believes necessary to serve the client's interest unless it is information the client 
specifically requires not to be disclosed. The Rule further provides that an attorney may reveal such 
information to the extent the lawyer reasonably believes necessary to comply with the Florida Rules of 
Professional Conduct. The Official Comment to the rule states in pertinent part: 

A lawyer is impliedly authorized to make disclosures about a client when appropriate in carrying out 
the representation, except to the extent that tlze client's instructions or special circumstances limit 

cannot properly be disputed or in negotiation by making a disclosure that facilitates a satisfactory 
conclusion. 

During my representation of Crystal Sheffield, I made many disclosures about her, or the status of the 
case, when I felt it appropriate to further a satisfactory or desired result for her. Such disclosures are 
proper and expected under the Rules of Professional Conduct. All disclosures were made by me in 
furtherance of Crystal's best interest, public image, and to set a better stage for her in a potential 
custody litigation. I achieved all of these results in the case. Crystal was often by my side on 
countless interviews, being asked to make similar disclosures about her personal life. Crystal's 
lifestyle, emotions, and past mistakes were publically discussed and debated on national television 
night after night. We spoke about what she should say during interviews, and when I should "take 
over" answering questions involving potentially damaging issues. Crystal was more "informed" by me 
than any client I have ever represented, and I had an entire staff that was devoted exclusively to her 
case. Crystal was aware of every aspect of my representation and work on her behalf, and never once 
requested that 1 cease the positive headway I was making for her month after month. Witnesses and 
Support Documents Upon Request. 

1be Rules require a client to specifically inform the attorney of the information or issue which he or 
she is prohibited from disclosing. I never received any request by Crystal Sheffield to limit disclosures 
of any subject in her case. To the contrary, I was the individual who was most protective about 
information leaks which could disrupt our strategies, or the investigation into the whereabouts of her 
missing child. 
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It was widely and publicly known that I was Crystal Sheffield's spokesperson for media, and all other 

issues, as they arose during my retention. I handled every issue, problem, and/or conflict, personal or 

otherwise, that arose for this Mother of a missing child. Crystal specifically declined interviews on 

numerous occasions, and requested members of the media contact me fbr comment on all issues. 

Several reputable media figures can cont1rrn this fact, as well as Crystal's express expectations of the 

scope of my representation ofher in this case. Only after I informed the family that I could not, in 

good faith, file tbr custody ofher tbur (4) year old son, was there ever any conflict between us. 

The role served by a media spokesperson is unlike other forms of representation wherein a lawyer must 
holds all information about his client close to his breast. In this capacity, I was specifically retained to 

make disclosures about my client. I was authorized and obligated to disclose information regarding 

my client's life, children, relationships, and emotions. The parties were involved in a high media 

tragedy, and "fault" and "blame" fbr the disappearance of Raleigh Cummings is still being discussed 
nationwide. Disclosures of this nature were done in the obvious effort to steer suspicions away from 

her as a suspect in her daughter's disappearance, raise her public image, and gain an advantage in the 

very public custody issues that were being televised each day on the news. 

The allegation that the Complainant was not given "informed consent" regarding disclosures of 
information is preposterous. Whether it be medical issues, allegations of unfitness as a parent, 

investigations about Haleigh' s whereabouts, rumors of improper handling of funds that were donated 

to her by the public, visitation issues with her son, media appearances, meetings with authorities, child 
support arrears, living arrangements, employment issues, family squabbles I was there to support, 

defend, and assist Crystal in her every need. I was her personal problem solver for many months, and 

she was dependent on me for guidance and direction. Support Documents and Witnesses Available 
Upon Request. 

All disclosures I have ever made regarding Crystal Sheffield have been positive, and strategically built 

to cast the bet positive light upon her. The Complainants have not, and will not, be able to show the 

Florida Bar a single incident of me saying, writing, or disclosing a disparaging utterance or innuendo 

regarding Crystal Sheffield. It simply never happened. Nor does the Bar Inquiry allege such. I 
zealously defended Crystal's privacy and reputation, and was able to quell much of the negative 

information that could have been reported about her life, and lifestyle. Having good relationships with 

key media personalities was pivotal to my ability to shine a positive light on Crystal Sheffield in the 
eyes of the public, and the authorities. 

Nowhere in the Complaint does it site to a single example of a violation of the Rule 4-1.6 given the 

capacity in which I was retained. All disclosures of information were suitable, appropriate and within 

the scope of my role as spokesperson. This complaint is simply implausible, given the context of this 

case, and the media appearances made with my client by my side. 
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(C) COM~IUNICATIONS WITH THE PUBLIC 

Thousands of people in the nation are concerned about the growing epidemic of missing children in the 

country. The Raleigh Cwnmings case spiked the public's outrage about the protection of children who 
have gone missing from the very hands of their parents. Crystal was well aware that I personally 

responded to well wishers with "thank you for your support" emails, often times specifically 
addressing their concerns about the authorities' lack of progress in finding Raleigh, fury over the lack 
of an arrest in the case, and prayers for Haleigh and her mom. I often forwarded these emails to 
Crystal. Crystal and her family knew I felt strongly about responding personally to each of her well­
wishers or retractors, and often joked that I "lived on my Blackberry". Many times, the family 
expressed their amazement that I was able to write back to each and every person sent support her way. 

On several occasions, I explained to the family and my staff that since people took time out of their 
day to write a long email showing their sympathy and support tor Crystal and Raleigh, they deserved a 
personal "thank you" from us. Supporting Documents and Witnesses upon Request. 

With regard to individual bloggers, I responded to their inquiries as I did with every other member of 
the public. I had no idea who was an insidious blogger, and who was a warm hearted well-wisher. I 
had sophisticated computer equipment installed, and my staff member often "caught" fishing 
expeditions from bloggers attempting to get an email back from me. Emails are easily edited, and on 
many occasions, we caught these schemes as they were being planned in chat rooms dedicated to the 
Haleigh case. I did get updates from my statl', but I was normally too busy with authorities, 

investigative work, or with the media, to sit on my computer all day. This allegation is simply 
illogical, and physically impossible. Kendall Clark was a particular individual who befriended me, and 
would often pass along credible leads or tips that I forwarded to law enforcement or DCF for further 
investigation. Supporting Documents Upon Request. Crystal and her family were well aware of the 
sharing of her information, and have become friends with her since my termination. Clark lived near 

the Satsuma area, had contacts in the community, and we would often discuss the tips that she herself 
gave to me. I would not hesitate to ask Clark, or any other community member, about their knowledge 
of persons of interest, local hang-outs where POI's would frequent, etc. She would often times provide 
a good source of information for me so that my investigators could contirm or rule out different 

theories in the case. Requesting information from local sources is not an improper disclosure of 

information by any stretch of the imagination. Further, the Putnam County Sheriffs Office has 
countless memos from me, founded upon on local or internet information sources, firming up or 
refuting various leads and tips that have become relevant and helpful to their ongoing investigation of 
Haleigh Cummings' disappearance. 

When Clark became too obsessive with the Raleigh case, and began being banned from most reputable 
crime news discussion boards for misconduct, I ceased communicating with her. See Statement 

Executed by Websleuths Crime Forum Moderator, Karen Devine. See also, Statement Executed by 

William Staubs. Never did I share any information with Clark that was not proper, suitable, or 
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within the scope of my capacity as Crystal's lawyer and spokesperson. Correspondence Available 

upon Request. 

(D) CAPTAIN DOMINIC PISCITELLO, PUTNAM COUNTY SHERIFF 

The Complainant(s) specifically alleges, on page 2 of the Response, that I was chastised by Putnam 
County Sheriff's Office, Captain Dominic Piscitello for "blogging" information over the internet. This 
is outright false, and can be refuted directly by Captain D. Piscitello, who can be reached at (386) 329-
0800. In a meeting I personally arranged for the family with the authorities, the Captain stated he was 
incensed by the internet bloggers obsession with the case, and leaks of information that he believed 
were by "the family". It was widely known that members of Ronald Cummings family took to the 
internet to slander Crystal's reputation in the eyes of the public. Capt. Piscitello never stated that he 
believed that I, the attorney, was responsible for such disclosures, and I had nearly daily contact with 
either him, or the lead detectives on the case. In fact, I have spoken with the Captain on several 
occasions since my representation of Crystal was terminated, remain on excellent terrns with the 
authorities, and have provided them requested information on leads they were following in the case. 

In the Response, on Page 3, the Complainant(s) allege that I released information to Marie Griffis 
I a 

with law enforcement officials. Again, Captain Piscitello can directly refute this allegation, as it is 
completely false. First, the release of information from law enforcement to the grandmother of a 
missing child is not a violation of the Rules. And I did update Marie Griffis on the status of the 
authorities' investigation quite frequently. There was never a disclosure of confidential information by 
me on the media. This would similarly not be a violation of the rule of breach of my client's 
confidences, however it never occurred. 

The incident to which I believe the Complainants refer was a disclosure by a Private Investigator who 
was once paid by Crystal Sheffield during the case. Capt. Dominic Piscitello is well aware of this 
incident, and exactly who was responsible for the leak of information. Crystal's investigator was given 
information regarding the status of the investigation by me. The investigator improperly released this 
information to the public in a radio show. I immediately terminated him from any further dealings 
with Crystal, and my staff. I requested that Crystal file a complaint to the Department of Licensing 
against the investigator for his improper disclosures of confidential information in violation of statutes 
governing private investigators. To my knowledge, a complaint by Crystal was never tiled. I 
informed law enforcement that Crystal could take action to prevent further disclosures by the 
investigator of confidential information he had learned by working with me. I researched the top 
attorneys in the area for this issue, and gave their names to Crystal in an attempt to obtain an injunction 
against the investigator. Crystal has yet to take any action to prevent such leaks of confidential 
intbrmation by the private investigator, contrary to our earlier assurances to law enforcement officials. 

Page 6of23 



(E) DETECTIVE PEGGY CONE, PUTNAM COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 

The Complainant(s) alleges, on page 2 of the Response, that lead Detective Peggy Cone informed me 
she would not continue giving information to me due to the fact she believed I was leaking the same to 
the internet. Tl1is statement is outright false, and can be refuted directly by Detective Peggy Cone 
herself. She can be reached at (386) 329-0800. I remain on good terms with Peggy Cone, and was in 
frequent and direct contact with her during the course of my representation of Crystal Sheffield. 

On page 4 of the Response, blogger Kendall Clark, a/k/a "Pirate Girl", alleges that I had requested she 
put defamatory information about Detective John Merchant, PCSO, on the internet. This is false, and 
can be directly refuted by PCSO officials. In fact, during the course of the case, I personally called 
Peggy Cone and notified her of a plot by various individuals reporting on the Haleigh Cumn1ings 
matter to demonstrate corruption by law enforcement. I further informed the Detective of a specific 
individual (identity intentionally omitted to protect criminal investigation) who wanted to tarnish the 
reputation of Detective Merchant by airing false information about him. Peggy Cone took a detailed 
report from me of this intent to defame Detective Merchant, prior to this Bar Inquiry being .filed. As 
such, I have personally foiled a plot to do exactly what Ms. Clark claims I, myself, was attempting to 
accomplish. Again, Detective Cone can easily verity these events, as well as my report to her office to 
reveal who were attempting to defame Detective Merchant. Upon a search of my tiles, however, 
I came upon emails from Clark who had asked me whether I believe Det. Merchant was corrupt. My 
response was "NO". Emails upon Request. I can also produce other emails :from different individuals, 
wherein I explain that the information about Detective Merchant being a "dirty cop", was fraudulent 
and patently false. Emails upon Request. Further, I have documentary evidence from the blog forum 
founded by Clark, The Garden, wherein she and other bloggers were investigating Detective Merchant, 
pulling up his public records, and creating an appearance of impropriety. Copies of blogs from The 
Garden dated July 15, 2009 available upon Request. 

Clark's attempt to create the fraudulent appearance of Detective Merchant's collusion with Ronald 
Cummings, and/or his best friend, Orlando Traylor, can be provided upon request. This effort by Clark 
was also reported directly to the Putnam County Sheriff's Office. 

(F) ALLEGATION OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO MAKE FALSE CLAIMS TO DCF 

Kendall Clark has alleged that I was interested in bloggers call in false claims to the Department of 
Children and Families against Ronald Cummings, father of Crystal's children. Ibis allegation is 
outright peljurious and false, and I have never attempted to commit the crime of providing false 
information to authorities in my entire life and/or career. 

Upon my retention in the case, I became aware that DCF had commenced an investigation of Ronald 
Cummings due to concerns about the welfare of Ronald Cummings, Jr. I met with top DCF officials in 
the County and the caseworker at the local DCF Office. Thereafler, I retained staff and investigators to 
supplement the ongoing case against Ronald Cummings, by supplying additional witnesses and 
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evidence ofthe dangers that surrounded the child in Cummings' custody. I worked very closely with 
DCF Caseworker, Bonnie Warner, for many months. We had nearly daily contact and communication. 
Ms. Warner and I collaborated on the scope and mode of witnesses that would be part of the open file 
investigating Ronald Cummings and Misty Croslin. We also supplied evidence and witnesses to the 
Sheriff's Office who was investigating the disappearance of Haleigh Cummings. 

Bonnie Warner had lived in the small community of Putnam County for years, and knew just about 
everyone in town. False witnesses would have been irrelevant and immediately detectible due to Ms. 
Warner's close contacts in the commlll1ity. Miscellaneous claims called in by the public were not what 
was being investigated by me or Ms. Warner. Further, most witnesses found by me and referred to 
DCF were interviewed solely by Warner, and not me, due to possible "tainting of testimony" claims. 
Ms. Warner invariably knew the witnesses and/or their families personally. 

Due to the tremendous media coverage of the case, witnesses and evidence were carefully investigated 
by my team, as credibility, and lack of motive to lie, was imperative to our screening process. Those 
individuals who had "reason to lie" or did not have historical ties to Ronald Cummings and/or Misty 
Croslin prior to Haleigh' s disappearance would be deemed ineffective, and wholly useless due to their 
lack of strong credibility. I often felt as if witnesses or evidence had to "earn" their way into my DCF 
related investigative file. This is essentially why, the allegations of me desiring bloggers or others to 
call in phony claims about Ronald Cummings is illogical, and preposterous. It doesn't "fit" with the 
mode in which I conducted the DCF portion of my representation of Crystal. 

Ms. Warner and I were concerned with specific, concrete information which remains confidential - not 
miscellaneous claims called in by the general public. Please call Ms. Warner to dispose of this 
allegation outright. Ms. Warner can provide you with a detailed explanation of my role in the DCF 
case, and the way in which witnesses and evidence were investigated, and heavily screened, prior to 
becoming worthy of relevance in the DCF investigation. 

You may also ask her about my trustworthiness with confidential information that was involved in the 
DCF case. To DCF's surprise, no information regarding witness identities or other evidence was ever 
leaked to the media, and was tightly guarded by Ms. Warner and myself Bonnie Warner's telephone 
number at the Putnam Colll1ty Department of Children and Families is (386) 329-3545. You may also 
consider speaking with Kevin Caldwell, Senior Attorney for DCF in Putnam County, as well as Ms. 
Warner's Supervisor. I was in close contact with DCF officials during the course of their 
investigation, and they will be able to provide the Bar with valuable insight as to why and how this 
allegation against me is 12atently false. 

As further commentary, there were several bloggers who have told similar tales of Crystal or her 
attorney making false claims to law enforcement or to DCF. These types of false claims, attempting to 

discredit a lawyer or party in a high media case is unfortunate, but typical. Capt. Piscitello (telephone 
number previously provided herein) has had the unfortunate task of ferreting through false, blogger 
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based allegations of wrongdoing. There have been several instances of bloggers making false claims 
to authorities about me or other individuals involved in the Raleigh case. I have worked with Capt. 
Piscitello on several occasions to refute the false reports, usually from bloggers. In one instance, I was 
so incensed by a false report made against me, that I volunteered volumes of memos, correspondence, 
investigative materials, detailed telephone records, emails, and other corroborating evidence to 
completely refute the malicious report. Bonnie Warner, Captain Dominic Piscitello, and Det. Cone are 
all well aware of my integrity and veracity, and I encourage the Bar to call these individuals regarding 
the allegations made by Kendall Clark, a/k/a Pirate Girl. She had made these sort of false claims in the 
past, and has wasted the valuable time and resources of authorities. 

(G) lJ!EDIA/lNTERNET ACTIVITIES OF MARIE GRIFFIS 

The leaks of information throughout the case often came from family and their friends who aimed to 
clear Crystal's reputation, and/or to seek notoriety and/or importance in this highly televised case. 
Marie Griffis was an active blogger during the course of my representation of Crystal. This was 
widely known. Supporting Documents Available Upon Request. See Statement of Karen Devine, 
Moderator of Websleuths Crime Forum. 

L'-'"'"'""'"''"' cotmctenluru irJ.fonnation about status and 
Crystal's lifestyle, on various "blog forums". The executed Statement by Karen Devine-Spruill, 
Moderator of Websleuths Crime Forum, gives specific data and information on Ms. Griffis' blogging 
activities, and those of Maries' close friend, Diana White. These activities severely hampered my role 
as media spokesperson to Crystal, as the flow of information was not able to be controlled. Release of 
information needed to be accomplished strategically, and methodically. On several occasions, I 
admonished Marie, and her friends and family, in writing, to cease blogging and leaking information 
on the internet. 

From: Kim Picazio 
To: '1Jfarie' 
Sent: Sunday, April19, 2009 11:42 AM 
Subject: RE: Diana 

OK. But please ask Iter not to get sucked into the blogs. People are learning personal information about you 
and your family through her trying to defend you. That is exactly what the bloggers want- a person like 
Diana. She posts one tidbit of info incorrectly, and you guys are slammed. Please tell her that I know Iter 
heart is in the right place - defending her friend and your family - but these bloggers are extremely cunning 
and manip11lative. They know she's an insider and will run to ylmr defense. They will suck her in. Please­
tell her to reatl-11ot write- till all tltis is over. BTW- was Mary a cop? Did you date Ids stepbrother. a 
"Johnny L"? Who is Stlvanntlh 's father? 

Kim L. Pica·do, Esquire 
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I would constantly receive emails from Marie with cuts and pastes from various blogger sites. Emails 

available upon Request. I received several emails from Diana regarding information she had posted on 

blog sites. On one occasion, I angrily demanded that she stop blogging information on the internet. 

From: Diana White [mailto:whit557@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2009 9:39PM 
To: Marie; kim 
Subject: what 1 posted tonight 

Originally Posted by ffrohnlng 
I think that need to put a web cam out side of Haleighbug, and get a shot of the buy in black?? I 

have said before but there. really was a man outside the center. 
It wasn't made up. 
I don't think it is safe for Chrystal to stay there. any longer 

[!,'nipped for space} 

From: Kim Picazio [mallto:kim@picaziolaw.com] 
sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2009 :l:/.:17 PM 
To: 'Marie' 
Subject: RE: what I posted tonight 

NO MORE BLOGGING!!IIIIli/J/11!/ ENOUGH/ TELL HER TO STOP/ 

Nay Nay's pimp bonded her out. We1re on fire right now. Will call you tomorrow. 

Volunteers assisting the family also knew of my frustration with this issue. Here is an email I received 

from volunteer and friend of Marie Griffis, Jennifer Townson, who knew I was extremely upset at the 

blogging from those close to the family: 

Hi, there Kim 
//tope you and your family had a wonderful Easter .... anyway I'm just gonna get to tlte point. I spoke to 
Marie last night and Iter and I came up with a great Idea and that is for oil of us to get together and ltave a 
meeting tmd we will get all tills bloging mess handled and I also told Marie and easy way to handle all of this 
is to tell everyone as a group that if anyone is cougltt bloging about the Haleigh Bug Center at anytime they 
will 110 longer be need at the Haleiglt Bug Center and will not be aloud to help the Haleigh Bug Center at tltis 
time as this is Hurting Crystal and Haleiglt/11 and as adults we need to keep this kinda ofsltit out of the way 
for Crystal/ I'm working and I have 011/y weekends off and I'm really over Debbie and her bulls/tit we have to 
keep in mi11d this is Crystal's and your call and would like for you to give me a call at your earliest 
connivance .. thanks a million for all that you do for our family and may god bless you and your family 

love Jen1tijer 

I addressed the issue of information leaks with Marie Griffis as early as the first day I was in Satsuml!, 

Florida to take the case, as well as countless times thereafter. See text from Marie on the first day I 

Page 10 of23 



came to town, after I became aware that someone from the family was leaking information on the 

internet. 

---- SMS Text--­
~From: 19046524641 
Se~rt: Mar 12, 2009 4:22 PM 
Subject: Didnt want to call this is ... 

Didnt want to call this is Crystal's mom .Marie if u r worried about who is leaking info she is ~"'taying in our 
house and comunicating with u Marie 

These information leaks were hurting Crystal's public image, enraging law enforcement authorities, 
and/or my disrupting case strategy. See text message from me, to Marie and Crystal urging them not 
to inform their friend, Diana about confidential information in the case due to chronic leaks by her. 

---· S1J1S Text-­
To:9043734145 
To:9046524641 
To:9043143967 
To: 9043734026 
Sent: JUlt 19,2009 9:05PM 
Subject: Marie- do not tell Diane or ••• 

Marie - da not tell Diane or anyone t~bout this. It will be all over the internet. Keep quiet or he will hide. 
Teresa is a blogger with blogger friends. 

Marie Griffis sought media attention whenever possible. On several occasions, media figures wanted 
to interview me and Crystal, but Marie Griffis stepped in to intercept the interview tbr herself. This 
was done on more than one occasion. 

(4) >--Original Message-
> From: Word, Rmz {mailto:nvortKf!Jftp.orgj 
>Sent: Monday, June 29, 20()9 4:55PM 
> To: kim@picaziolaw.com 
>Subject: Haliegh Cummings case, 

>Kim: 

> My ~tame is Ron Word and I'm a reporter for The Associated Press in 
>Jacksonville. I am attempting to tlo tm update on the investigation into 
> Haleiglt Cummings tiisappearance. 
> 
>So far, investigators lmve ignored by emt~ils and telephone calls. Would 
>it he possible to talk with 1lfs. Sheffield for a few minutes about her 
>daughter's case? 
> 
>Thanks, 
>Ron Word 
> rword({fJ!lp.org 
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-- Original Message ---
From: "Kim Picazio" <kitn(ii)JJicaziolaw.com> 
To: "'Marie'" <luckylady@Jtefcom.net>; "Marie Griffis" <mar_gr~dJyalzoo.com>; 
"Crystal SJte;tfleld" <creepslteffield@yahoo. com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2009 12:()] PM 
Subject: FW: Ha/ieglt Cummings case. 

>Someone please call me am/let me know if they want to do an interview 
> with the AP. This is the most legitimate media source in the country. Please 
>advise ASAP! I 
> 
>Kim L. Picazio, Esquire 

>--Original Message--
> From: Kim Picazio {mailto:kim{jiJJJicaziolaw.comj 
>Sent: Tuestlay, June 30, 200912:16AM 
> To: Word, Ron 
>Subject: RE: HaliegiJ Cummings case. 
> 
> l will send Iter your request. Thank you for your email. 
> 
>Kim Pica7Jo, Esquire 

---Forwarded message-­
Fmm: Marie <luckylady@llefcom.net> 
Tt»: Kim Picazio <Kim(lf2picaziolaw.com> 
Date: Tue, 30 Jun 200912:10:32-0700 
Subject: Re: Haliegh Cummings case. 

Taken care of l spoke with him this morning. 

Supporting Emails from other media figures are available upon Request. See also, my email to Marie 
demanding that family and friends cease doing media interviews and requesting no blogging on 
internet. 

---Original Mes.mge-
From: Kim Picazio {mailto:kim@picaziolaw.com/ 
Sent: Monday, April 13, 200911:36 PM 
To: Marie Griffis (mar_grifj@yalwo.com); Cry.5tal Sheffield (creepsheffield@yahoo.com) 
Subject: War of Words- Action News Jacksonville 

Marie: 
Please see media link below. Debbie Townsend, named as Yamily friend" made a statement to the media, 
claiming the Sheriffs office luwe no concrete leads... No one may make any statements to tlte media as ll 
family friend. It is very important. Further, thii!J' statement is completely untrue, and pi•;ses off the Slterfff's 
office. Unless they've clellred lite info with me, we must urge all o_{your friends and family not to ma.ke any 
statements to media. I make l'ery calculllted statements. l don't need a source close with the family mucking 
up the Sheffield camp~o; positions on any issue. Please- no statemellts, no hlogs. 
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(H) CONTINUED INTERNET BLOGGING BY THE FAMILY IS RAMPANT 

Despite Captain Piscitello's admonishment to the "family" to stop leaking information over the 
internet, Ms. Griffis continues to rally Crystal supporters on blog sites, and/or divulge sensitive 
information to bloggers such as Clark a/k/a "Pirate Girl". By way of a recent example, Griffis has 
posted 525 entries or "tweets" on open Twitter account. There, she updates bloggers about the status 
of the investigation, responds to bloggers' questions, and reports on why Crystal has done this or that. 
See Twitter website, Account Name Marie1207. Griffis posted a total of 27 "tweets" on her Twitter 
accotmt, in the twenty four (24) hour period of October 26, 2009 to October 27, 2009. Many of 
Griffis' entries contain highly disparaging or inflammatory remarks about the Father of Crystal's 
children, Ronald Cummings and Misty Cummings, and send a call to bloggers to rally state authorities 
to give custody to Crystal and arrest Ronald and Misty. 

Ill CHILD SUPPORT MODIFICATION AND DUE DILIGENCE 

The Complainant has alleged that I failed to act with diligence by not filing a Supplemental Petition for 
a decrease in Crystal's child support obligation to her two (2) children in Ronald Cumming's custody. 

to I it to 
upon Haleigh' s absence from the family during the initial few months after the child's abduction, for 
obvious reasons. I spoke with my client about this on numerous occasions, and in May or early June, 
we felt an appropriate time had passed since the child's disappearance to request a downward 
modification of child support due to Haleigh' s absence, and/ or Crystal's medical issues. I spoke with 
the Father's counsel, Jerry Snider, Esquire, who agreed to an amicable recalculation of child support. 
We exchanged several correspondence wherein he acknowledged and agreed to settle the issue of child 
support recalculation amicably. Records available upon request. 

Crystal's entire child support arrears obligation had been paid in full by a generous donor from Texas. 
This donor's contributions to Crystal were expressly made, due to the interviews I had done on 
national television describing Crystal's difficult life and background. Emails from donor available 
upon Request. By April2009, I had created a surge of public sympathy for Crystal, and an outpouring 
of support being offered to her. 

A Standard Family Law Affidavit is required by a movant seeking a decrease in child support. I 
forwarded a form financial affidavit to Crystal to be fi1led out, but she never completed the required 
paperwork. I urged Crystal, and her family to assist her in gathering the proper paperwork to produce 
to then-cooperative opposing counsel to recalculate child support. Responses to my various requests 
for information and/or paperwork from my client were not forthcoming. I also have countless 
tmanswered emails and texts requesting Crystal contact me regarding this issue. Finally, I wrote to 
Marie, expressing concern over their lack of cooperation regarding the modification of child support 
issue. 
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From: kim picazio fmailto:kim@picaziolaw.comj 
Sent: Tuesday, J1me 30, 2009 3:25 P1U 
To: 'ftlarie' 
Subject: Status 

1~farie: 

I know you're busy with the hay season, but 1 have to speak with you about a few tl1ings. 1 am a bit 
co11j'used about your lack of communication with me. Please give me a call, as there are several 
important issues we need to speak about. If you would rather do the child support modification on 
your own with Crystal, please let me know. 1 am unsure as to what you want me to continue with, as 
I have not spoken with you. If there is something bothering you, 1 would really like to discuss it. I 
ltave given my heart and soul to protect your family, as well as dedicated time and funds to assist 
you guys. I am willi11g to continue to do so, but need to be able to communicate witlr you. Crystal 
needs to have Iter child support modified, mzd we must discuss future custody issues. Please give me 
a call to discuss. Tltanb. 

I can provide numerous emails and texts wherein I am attempting to get my client's cooperation on the 
modification of child support issue. 

----SMSText-
To: 
Sent: Jun 30, 2009 3:43PM 
Subject: Please give me a call re: .•. 

Please give me a call re: modification of future child support. 
KimPicazio 

I wrote to both Crystal and Marie Griffis explaining my frustrations about their lack of communication 
and cooperation in this regard. In order to suspend her support obligation, I would need a medical 
doctor to confirm that she was advised not to work or drive. I attempted to obtain this document from 
Crystal on countless occasions. Prior to each doctor appointment, I would text her and call her to 
remind her to obtain the necessary doctor's recommendation. Each time, she would forget to request 
the paperwork. It took me texting Crystal a reminder on July 1, 2009, an hour or so prior to a doctor's 
appointment, to fmally obtain a note from the doctor. See reminder I sent to Crystal on that date. 

--SMSText--­
To: 9046524641 
To: 19043734145 
Sent: Jul1, 200910:14AM 
Subject: Remember to ask the doctor to give ..• 

Remember to ask tlte doctor to give you a note that says NO DRIVING- if that's what he advises. 
And you need to ask him how he feels about you working right now. lle needs to put his 
recommendations in writing. DON'T FORGET/ Luv ul 
KimPicazio 
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After the appointment that day, Marie Griffis emailed me a copy of a doctor's illegible prescription 
with a question mark as to when Crystal could work. See doctor's note attached to Complaint. This 
document was wholly illegible, and was not going to be sufficient to produce to opposing counsel, or a 
Court, to request a modification or termination of child support due to bonafide medical disability 
preventing the ability to work or drive. I was frustrated, and asked Crystal to call the doctor back for 
an official, or at least more legible diagnosis and recommendation. None was forthcoming. Crystal 
never responded to me, and never produced any further documentation regarding her doctor's 
recommendations, or any information whatsoever about her medical condition. Even as of July 13, 
2009, I was still attempting to get Crystal's cooperation with regard to this issue. I filed a Motion to 
Withdraw on or around July 16, 2009, three days later. 

From: kim picazio fmailto:kim@picaziolaw.comj 
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2009 3:44PM 
To: '1'Warie GriffiS (luckyladJ@nefcom.net)~: Crystal Slzeffield (creepslteffield@yahoo.com) 
Subject: 

Crystal!~larie: 

I spoke with Jerry Snider totlay regarding the child support going forward. I told him that Ilzave no idea 
how you guys wanted to proceed. If you guys want me to assist suspendittg or modifYing Crystal's child 
support, please contact me. Otherwise, I will assume that you do not want me to take action ill that regard at 

I received a copy of Tim Holmseth 's latest FBI Complaint. I believe this is the 3rd or 4th one he has writte11 
to them. I wotdtl really appreciate o11e of you getting hack to me on tltese issues. 
Thanks. 

It should be noted that, Crystal's present attorney has likewise not filed a Supplemental Petition 
for a downward modification of child support, to date. 

IV. DUE DILIGENCE AND MY ROLE AT THE HALEIGH BUG CENTER 

In their original Bar Inquiry, the Complainant(s) falsely alleged that, "Crystal Sheffield and Marie 
Griffis were not aware of any of the actual administration of the Trust, nor were they given access to 
any banking records. They were not even aware of the location of the bank for the Trust due to the fact 
that Bank Atlantic branches were only located in Southern Florida. Crystal Sheffield received $300 in 
total from the trust for reimbursement of living expenses. Jeremiah Regan stated to Crystal Sheffield 
that he had turned over a record book to Kim Picazio of donations received. Crystal Sheffield and 
Marie Griffis have not seen the record book and have no knowledge of the amount of donations that 
were received or how they were disbursed." 

Now, in their October 7, 2009 Response, the Complainants wholly retract this allegation, and admit 
that there was never a Trust Account opened by me for Crystal. This retraction comes oddly on the 
heels of their highly detailed previous version of the actual banking institution and county in which the 
phantom Trust Account was located. In my Answer to the original Inquiry, I explained that the Trust 
was not ever completed because the family could not decide who would be the trustee. Although 
Marie Griffis insisted on being Trustee, the trust attorney advising the family told them that Marie 
could not serve as a Trustee of the Trust. 
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I reiterate my representations contained in my original Response to the Complaint regarding my role at 
the Haleigh Bug Center. I paid for its set-up tor the family's comfort as a placed to convene. I spent 
thousands of dollars in rent, utilities, and refurbishment to have the building suitable for occupancy, 
and available for the family and the community. I did not run the Center, nor did I have specific 
knowledge of what went on there. I did not spend much time in the building. I paid for the Center as a 
gitl, in kind, to the family and the community, and would often stop by to visit or pick up Crystal and 
her family. 

A full corroboration of my role at the Haleigh Bug Center can be found in the executed Statement of 
Jeremiah Regan. Other Witnesses and Supporting Documents Available Upon Request. 

In their Response, the Complainant(s) state, "Contrary to Kim Picazio' s allegations, it 
was Picazio herself that suggested the Pay Pal link be placed on the web page tor the sales of tee shirts 
or bracelets to people from out of town. Crystal Sheffield and Marie Griffis had no knowledge of how 
to set up a Pay Pal button on a website." This is a false statement. See email from Marie Griffis to me, 
urging me to set up a Paypal Account on the Website. I refused to do so. 

-- SMS Text-­
From: 19046524641 
Sent: Apr 28,200911:21 Allf 
Subject: Call me wizen u get time i need to •.• 

Call me when u get time i need to know about getting pay pal ace. Set up for donatimls for new 
flyers that are going up nortlz lWarie 

I can produce emails and testimony from my staff members and other volunteers that this allegation is 
patently false, as many of us explained to Marie on several occasions that such an aggressive approach 
for donations to the family would be seen as inappropriate, and would create extremely bad press. I 
cannot imagine that a single volunteer for friend of Griffis/ Sheffield would testify that I had any 
dealings with T -Shirt or other sales at the Raleigh Bug Center. This was absolutely an activity that 
Marie Griffis commenced, and had full control over. Marie purchased boxes oft-shirts, car magnets, 
bracelets, stickers, necklaces, etc. with Raleigh's tace imprinted on them. Marie, Crystal, and their 
(fiends sold these items at the Center, and there are countless witnesses who would be willing to 
confirm this. See Statement Executed by Jeremiah Regan. Other Supporting Documents Available 
Upon Request. 

I was never involved in any way in any activities at the Raleigh Bug Center, in the receipt of 
donations, fund raising, or keeping records of the same. I advised the family that they should keep 
track of these issues, as they would need to report the receipt of funds at the end of the tax year. Marie 
informed me that she was a certified tax planner, and had a nephew who was a CPA, and they would 
be handling these issues on their own. Supporting Documents Available Upon Request. 

'fbe Complainants have also claimed that JEREMIAH REGAN, was somehow complicit in their 
horribly false tale about the Raleigh Bug Center. JEREMIAH REGAN was a faithful volunteer and 
supporter of this family. Their allegations are false, and JEREMIAH REGAN has submitted a signed 
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statement in direct response to the fhlse allegations made regarding the Haleigh Bug Center and funds 
received by the Sheffield/Griffis family. See Statement of JEREMIAH REGAN submitted 
simultaneously with this Sur-Reply. 

Additionally, as stated in my Answer to the Inquiry, I did not have any books or records from the 
Haleigh Bug Center. I was so concerned for potential liability by Crystal, I requested that my brother 
in law, DONALD KNOP, drive to Satsuma and look for any receipts or records that Marie may have 
kept on hand. He found very few records or accounting documents, but emailed me what he found in 
the Center. Emails provided upon receipt. The only book or record of donations found at the Center 
is attached hereto as Exhibit A, a document clearly in Marie Griffis' handwriting. Miscellaneous 
receipts were also found at the Center, but only for supplies that I had personally purchased for the 
family. 

I was very concerned about the sales and fund raising at the Center. I continued to warn the family and 
their friends about accounting procedures which could get Crystal in serious trouble for continued 
improper fund raising. Marie had complete control and knowledge of all funds donated for Crystal, . 
which she disbursed to her in segments and/or spent on T -Shirts to be sold by her and her friends to the 
general public. See text message to me from Marie Griffis accounting fbr the funds in her possession 
and how she intends to distribute them to Crystal. 

-SMSText­
Fro~n:19046524641 

Sent: Apr 23, 2009 3:21 PM 
Subject: Crystal has ur ~noney and i gave .•• 

Crystal has ur money and i gave Iter 1400 to go into her ace i only have 217/eft i will give it to her 
in 2 weeks .1¥1 arie 

My concern over these issues led me to call a meeting of the family and the volunteers at the Center. I 
did not want to be associated with any improper conduct at the building I was renting for the family. 
Attached to the Statement from Jeremiah Regan is the accountant he personally gave to me and the 
family on AprilS, 2009. I have personal knowledge and hereby confirm and corroborate every 
statement made in the Executed Statement of JEREMIAH REGAN. 

Also present at the meeting was Crystal's Father, Johnny Sheffield, step-mother, Connie Sheffield, 
Center volunteer and friend, Debbie Huddleston, and my security guard, Chuck Martin. All of these 
individuals can testifY to the fact that all money issues were discussed thoroughly on that day to 
everyone's satisfaction, that I had no active role in the raising or tracking of donations to the family, 
that the Trustee issue had yet to be decided, and that Jeremiah Regan had done a satisfactory 
accounting of any funds he had ever had in his possession. From that date forward, no funds were ever 
held or given to any individual other than Crystal and her mother, Marie. 

The Complainants have now admitted that there was distrust regarding their friend, DEBBIE 
HUDDLESTON, who was requested by the family to volunteer everyday at the Raleigh Bug Center to 
sell t-shirts and bracelets to the public. Eventually, Crystal took Debbie's keys to the building away 
from her, and Debbie left without giving the family the accounting book she allegedly had in her 
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possession. I asked both Marie and Crystal to get in touch with Debbie on several occasions to retrieve 
her log book for their personal accounting at the end of the year. This request was ignored. I became 
very frustrated about the family's lack of diligence on these, and other issues. I was aware that there 
could be potential liability for Crystal if these matters were not handled properly. See my email to both 
Crystal and Marie, as a Reminder of things that had been repeatedly requested, to no avaiL This email 
specifically mentions, and refutes, several areas and issues complained upon by the family. I simply 
was unable to gain their cooperation, despite constant clear and express reminders and instructions on 
these issues. (see mention of retrieving books from the Center from Debbie Huddleston, as #2): 

From: Kim Picazio {mailto:kim@picaziolaw.comj 
Sent: Wednesday, July 01,2009.10:07 AM 
To: 'lJ-:tarie'; 1vlarie Griffzs; Crystal Sheffield 
Subject: To Do List 

REJrliNDERS: 

(1) Ask Crystal's doctor for a note stating tltat site should not drive. Also, if she should ltot be 
working at this time, he needs to get her a note that says tltat as well. 

1vlarie-you need to call and to write Debbie requesting all documentation or books from the 
HB Center regarding donations or expenditures. You need it for tax purposes. Please put a "read 
notification" orz your email to her so that yorl can be sent an email when she opens up your email to 
read it. That will confirm she has read your email. Also, put in a call to her about tltis. Tilis is very 
important! 

(3) Have Crystal call B01mie Warner and let Iter know about Junior's behavior, kicking holes in 
the walls, and refusing to speak to father on the phone. Request DCF put services i11 effect so that 
the child can obtain counseling or something. A psychologist needs to evaluate Junior to ascertain 
wltere his a11ger is stemming from Ask Bonnie what you guys should do, and if DCF can help this 
child. 

(4) Someone call the Putnam County Medical Ce11ter (the hospital where Crystal went after the 2 
seizures in Satsuma). We need the entire medicalfilesfor both the 1l1arch andApri/2009 seizures. 
They may be able to mail it to you after you sign HIPPAforms. I cannot move in a custody case 
until we check out these records. It is my understanding a Toxicology screen was done for the 
Jlfarclt seizure, but not for the April one. We need these medical records prior to filing anything on 
custody of the kids. 

(5) 1Uarie: at some point, get all the documen:ts and records from the Haleigh Bug Center together 
so that if any authority requests an accounting of how much money was received, and where it went, 
you will be ready witlt an organized package. 

(6) Be sure to look at Art Harris' latest story- I had him clear up the "'crack" ifiJsue, and he posted 
pictures of Crystal and the kids to combat the "doctored" photo issue. The comments after his story 
seem very positive. 
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(7) Everyone should be instructed not to answer any questions about the crack pipe issue, or who 
the truck is owned by. No comment is the word on this. lvlarie: you need to be very careful of what 
Diane knows about this isl'llt!. If she reports that the truck was Cit ad's, ami that they were his old 
pipes, that would be extremely bad. DCF would most likely get involved, and Chad could get 
arrested. Every ''Ron" fan on the ilzternet would call the authorities and demand actiott against 
Chad atrd CrystaL 

(8) JJJarie: please change all of your internet account passwords for di'lcussion boards. Especially 
Websleuths. Diane has signed 011 your account on at least one occasion. 

(9) Warning: T/1e guy Timothy Holmseth ami Cobra seem to be otr a mission to cotrtinue to report 
false allegations. It is my understanding that Tim wants to gather enough crap on the Haleigh case 
to tiel/ to the National Enquirer. He has no money, and no job. He sells his blood every hvo weeks 
for funds to live on. He is even sending threatening emails to T J Hart and Art Harris. I will 
forward tlu latest one to you. I believe he tllinks that Crystal and family has received lots of money 
in donations, and refers to it as ''blood money". Of course, this is not true, but he and Cobra are 
reporting everything they can to everyone they can. Cobra is involved with Reverend Grund from 
Orlando, a~td had previously It ad plans to make a movie about the searclt for Haleiglt Cummings. 
His arrest and inability to get any information from either side of Haleigh 's family is crushing that 
dream. then befriended Connie and Rubyt who of course, would do anything to slander your 
names. Always have, always wilL I believe they are trying to ruin you guys, (and me because I'm 
standing in the way). So we just need to keep an eye on their allegatiOilS to protect ourselves. The 
best tldng we can do is continue to act properly, have the records of do11ations and expenditures 
ready, in case any autlwrity they have called wants to check things out. You have done nothing 
improper, but we tteed to he ready for attything they may throw your way. 

I WILL SEND A DIFFERENT EMAIL ABOUT THE CHILD SUPPORT MODIFICATION 
ISSUE, AND WHAT WE WILL NEED 
(Aren't I a pain in your ass?) 

VI. ALLEGATIONS IN STATEMENT FILED BY KENDALL CLARK A/KIA PIRATE GIRL 

Kendall Clark, a/k/a Pirate Girl, and her blogger friends, have created blog sites that report rumors and 
other information on the Raleigh case as fact. She has been caught giving false information to leading 
journalists following the Raleigh Cummings investigation, which has resulted in law enforcement 
following up on bogus leads, wasting valuable time and resources on fraudulent information reported 
by her. On one instance, Clark reported a fraudulent tip to a national media figure who often appears 
on Nancy Grace and other CNN programs. She was appropriately chastised by the journalist, and 
became malicious to him when he revealed her scheme. 

---Original i~1essage--
From: T J Hart <TJI/art(if},entercom.com<mailto:TJllart@entercom.com>> 
To: scallywencltjl@aol.com<mailto:scallywelsch.fl@ilol.com> 
<scallywench.fl@,aol.com<mailto:scallywenchfl@,aol.com>> 
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Sent: Fri, Ju/24, 2009 8:51am 
Subject: RE: this is the pirate 

Pirate, 

Thanks, for tlze link. I've heard versions of this before, but not to this degree of detail. If you know 
the writer of the email or someone associated with it, I'd appreciate an introduction so I can follow 
up Otl tltis claim. 

lztte:l/imgl32.imageshack.uslimgl3212448/{ulltippdm.jpg 

TJ Hart 
Director of News and Programming 
News/Talk 97.3 The SKY WSKY HDl 
97.3 WSKY IID2 Subterranean 
WSKY O~tline News 
3600 NW 43rd Street 
STE "B" 
Gainesville, FL 32606 
0-352-377-0985 ext 705 
C-352-316-1 
F-352-337-2968 
[cid:image005.gif@O 1 CAOD07.A21 D93E0l 

From: scallywencltjl@aol.com<mailto:scallywenclifl@aol.com> 
fmailto:scallywenchjl@aol.com<mailto:scallywenchjl@aol.com?>} 
Sent: Friday, July 24, 2009 9:26AM 
To: T J Hart 
Subject: Re: this is the pirate 

You are the only real journalist that has kept the story focused without giving too much credence to 
the storm swirling around the situatimt. I have a feeling that if you work witlt that blogger 
something good will happen. 
I appreciate Art but I think he has damaged his credibility a bit by overreporting the soap opera 
aspect'ii of the case. I think Cobra's heart may be in the right place but that he has too much fun 
playing cowboys and indians. Same goes for Kim. If the two of them had stayedfocused on 
llaleigh instead of drama things may ltave been resolved by now. 
It hurts me to know that there are people who love 1/aleigh and tltey dmt 't know where she is. And 
it ticks me off that there are probably people who are supposed to love her and have the answers but 
are covering tlteir own butts. And I worry every day about Ron Jr. 
1liaybe you can ask your friend Barack to sign an executive order to haul them all in and subject 
them to waterboarding until they talk. 

From:scallywenchjl@aol~com<mailto:scallywenchfl@aol.com> 

[scallywencltjl@aol.com<mailto:scallywenchfl@Jwl.com>} 
Sent: Friday, July 24, 2009 7:09PM 
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To: T J Hart 
Subject: Re: this is the pirate 

Have you bee1z able to talk to Justice? They posted that tlte email did not come from a hot mail 
account. 
Several people didn't seem tmrprised by the biformation and acknowledged knowi11g. I'm 
wondering if the "hoax" admissio11 was the actual hoax. Justice was right when he said that 
anytime someone gets too close to the truth they come under attack. 

What do you think? 

--Original Message-
From: T J Eiart <T JHart@_;mtercom.com> 
To: scallywenchjl@aol.com <scallywenchjl@aol.com> 
Cc: T J Hart <T JHart@entercom.com> 
Sent: Sat, Ju/25, 2009 7:31am 
Subject: RE: this is the pirate 

Pirate, Justice, whoever that might be, is i11 some serious trouble. 
lltave my corporate lawyers looki11g into any possible actimts that can be taken. 
This was tremendous waste of valuable time since I covered Ron's whereabouts several months ago 
with a much differe~tt outcome as did Arl Harris. 

TJIIart 

From: scallywe~tclifl@aol.com {mailto:scallywenchjl@aol.comj 
Sent: Saturday, July 25, 2009 8:39AM 
To: T J Hart 
Subject: Re: this is the pirate 

TJ I'm not sure wiry you are takilzg this up with me .• you migltt be better served to share your 
concerns and threats with the blogger but be careful. I've studied the first amendment audit doesn't 
appear that this person has done anything wrong. The blog states clearly in the heading that it is 
based upon opinion and observation. Nothing is stated as fact and instead the audience is given the 
opportunity to make their own decisions about the unauthenticated data. I would tllink as a 
journalist you would know that. 

You've tripped afew times already in tllis case by saying Crystal fled from DNA testing, that she was 
flirting with you and the infamous search this week. Take it easy and focus your anger where it 
belongs, on the people who will not disclose where Haleiglt is. 

Haleigh needs you and so does her family. Tltese silly and unfounded threats don't help Iter and 
only damage your credibility. You've worked too hard and too long to let tleat happe11. 

From: T J 
Sent: Saturday, July 25, 2009 9:26 Altf 
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To: 'scallywencltjl@aol.com' 
Subject: RE: this is the pirate 

Pirate, 

l was informing you that tlte person wlw burned you on this email (Justice? Pia?) is the one at 
issue. 
It was brought to my attenti011 late yesterday that this person was on a mi.Ysion to discredit you and 
YOUR site with this bogus information so 1 thougltt you might like to know. 

Please look at the HLN PRIME NEWS video http://www. voutube.comlwatch ?v=eCSBtllTDbag, 
and you will see that I was the one who reported accurately and calmly that she told people she was 
going to a doctor's appointment while liLN was attempting to sensationalize the non-story. It's 
documented a fact. 

I've atoned publicly for any missteps ill reporting on this case, which means I take responsibility for 
my actions. 

As far as the 1st Amendme11t is interpreted, you can say most anytlting you want unless it is 
\'ln'lJllPrflU'i: or caveats it to 
crowded theatre where no fire exists. 

TJ 

The Statement allegedly provided by Clark is unsigned and outright petjurious. Further, her credibility 
is substantially lacking, as she is a known blogger, who has given false information to the media and 
law enforcement. 

Clark's spiteful and fraudulent representations regarding my personal issues related to William Staubs 
and/or Jeremiah Regan are false. See Statement by William E. Staubs, Licensed Private Investigator. 
See also, Statement by Executed Statement by Michael J. Picazio. 

Clark's claims of ceasing communications with me, and the reasons therefore, are false and untrue. 
See Statement of Karen Devine, Moderator to Websleuths Crime Forum. I can provide the Bar with an 
entire history of email correspondence between Clark and several other individuals, which clearly 
demonstrate Clark's scheme to defraud in order to gain personal access to the Sheffield family. 
Documents available upon Request. Further, Clark often asked me if she could speak with the family 
of Haleigh Cummings, and often made up excuses why she needed to speak with them. Emails upon 
Request. I would never allow her to contact my client. On one occasion, Clark even offered to 
purchase Crystal a spa package so that she could meet her. On another occasion, Clark drove to the 
Haleigh Bug Center bearing gifts for Crystal, stuffed animals for her children, and a Target gift card. I 
understood that Clark was on a mission to get close with my client, and was very apprehensive about 
this issue. I have emails from Clark documenting all of these facts and requests which can be provided 
upon Request. 
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I have emails and can provide Affidavits from individuals demonstrating Clark's fraudulent statements 
about me to Crystal Sheffield and Marie Griffis. I have correspondence showing direct admissions by 
Clark of creating false identities on blogger websites, e.g. "the EA" in the process of setting up the 
scheme to defraud Marie Griffis. I am also in possession of correspondence showing Clark contacting 
both Tammy Spratt, and Karen Devine, for the sole purpose of defaming me, and admitting that she 
was "2/3 wrong" about the information she had supplied to Marie Griffis about me. In one email to 
Tammy Spratt, she apologizes for her behavior. Email Correspondence available upon Request. 

As recently as one month ago, Clark telephoned Tammy Spratt, whom she cruelly alleges has physical 
and emotional issues, and played her a messages allegedly of my voice. Clark claimed that I had 
recently called her, and stated defamatory information about Ms. Spratt. In July, 2009, Clark 
attempted to bribe Tammy Spratt, otfering her defamatory information she claimed to have about me 
(in the form of 3-4 emails), in exchange for the name of ''the leak" in her website membership, The 
Garden. Correspondence Available Upon Request. I am in possession of numerous emails from Clark 
to others, wherein she is plotting to "take down" another blogger, BusyLady, by impersonating other 
individuals. on the Internet. Following her threats, I am in possession of screen shots of her actually 
impersonating friends of Ronald Cummings and his Mother, Teresa, in order to get information from 
bloggers. Provided upon Request. Clark launched a full-fledged attack on the reputation of 
independent journalist Art Harris, as well as the Moderator of his Website, The Bald Truth. Clark's 
manipulation, outright cyber fraud, cyber bullying, express threats, and vicious libel, has been reported 
to various authorities by Harris and his staff within the past few weeks, and is being investigated. 

In summary, Clark is a blogger, who has become obsessed with the Raleigh Cummings case. She 
preyed upon this family of a missing child, and is presently under investigation by authorities. 
Unsigned statements by h1dividuals of this character have no place in these proceedings, and should be 
wholly disregarded by the Florida Bar. 

From: "KarenD415@aol.com" <KarenD415@aol.com> 
To: pkat_2002@Jlahoo.com 
Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2009 9:25:32 PM 
Subject: (no subject) 

Is there anyway you can give me a link to where they're talking about ivtarie on Topix? I'm trying 
to do some investigating. 

CONCLUSION 

Each and every allegation contained in the subject Bar Inquiry either (I) would not constitute a 
violation of the Rules of Professional Conduct, or (2) is false or illogical, as refuted by emails or 
Statements of Witnesses, attached. 
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October 27, 2009 

From: Karen Devine 
Re: Statement made by Kendall Cummings Clark 

My name is Karen Devine and I am replying to statements made about me by Kendall 
Cummings Clark. 

I am a moderator on a true crime forum, Websleuths.com. I have been a member since 
2006. Websleuths is 12 years old with 21,588 members. It is owned by Tricia Griffith. 
Kendall Cummings Clark was a member from December 2008 to June 2009 when she 
was banned from Websleuths for gross misconduct. 

Kim Picazio was a member ofWebsleuths. Her user name was KLP. She also had the 
name Jerrico but it was deleted and all posts were merged with KLP as only one user 
name per poster is allowed. 

It is not uncommon for LE, lawyers, family members or friends of high profile cases to 
join Websleuths. We have had such members of Jon Bonet Ramsey, Scott Peterson, and 
OJ Simpson cases to name a few. 

Kendall Cummings Clark is none of the above. She is not part ofLE, a lawyer, a family 
member or friend of anyone associated with Haleigh Cummings. She told me she is a 
mustard and ketchup sales representative. She was an anonymous poster posting on both the 
Caylee Anothony case and the Haleigh Cummings case. Although it is rare, there have been 
occasions when poster like Ms. Clark over-step their boundaries and attempt to insert themselves 
into these cases where they don't belong. 

Ms. Clark states that I "abused my moderator position" in order to prevent Crystal 
Sheffield and her family from learning that Kim Picazio was spreading false information 
on the internet. This is a bold face lie. Although Ms. Clark didn't elaborate for the 
courts, I will say that my only interaction with anyone in the family was with Marie 
Griffiths and it was very brief. Marie is also a member of Websleuths and is still a 
member, originally having the username Seeker4Truth, then I changed it to SNL411. 
Although she has not signed on in a few months, one of her friends, Diane (another 
Websleths member), signed into the SNL411 account about a month ago. Records of this 
are available. 

When Marie Griffiths was actively posting on Websleuths, another poster who uses the 
nic Busylady (Her real name is Penny . She has asked me not to use her last 
name here as she doesn't want Ms. Clark to have it, but she is willing to sign a separate 
affidavit stating what I say is true), contacted me via email to tell me that posters on 
another website (Topix) were talking about Marie posting on Webseluths. I immediately 
contacted to Marie to tell her what I heard so she could protect herself. Marie told me in 
a private message that she suspected who it was. I told her it was not Kim Picazio. Ms. 
Clark also TOLD me it was Kim Picazio and I told her no, Ms. Picazio wasn't even 



aware that Marie was on Websleuths. I told her this in June and again in July via email 
(attached), that it was Busylady who told me. 

Here is an email from Kendall Cummings Clark aka Pirate, asking me if I knew who was 
saying Marie was posting on Websleuths This is dated June 2, 2009: 

~~ 

I told :M:ane m the J?M I sent to her lru:t rught that I had all the e r:cailil from Ktm over the lru:t couple of 
montha and that fd be glad to let her see them 

She accepted- asked me to send them t<> her-· smce there are S<> rnatiY I offered to BJ.Ve her a 
password to th!s llCCOUUI: so she can ar;cess them as $he needs to 

I 
Do you tblnk I'm cra;cp 

D<> you tblnk Ktm 1$ mvolved m e'l!i)omg her'? 

Leana ewrytlllnc aiJoot the DIIIW 
Pallal'lil!nl. Aad .aH tfuri: W1111'1t lido 1t. 
• CUCIIH(A( 

Here is her next email, insinuating that I had something to do with it. This is dated June 
3, 2009. 



Was that really on there? I had a couple PMJE mruls sa;llll8 that nobody could find !1: and of 
coune a few think d: was a hoax perpetrated by you Dtd you see It or d!d someone tell you 11: was on 
lhere7 

rmm auport- have to get off shortly- will be back on between. 7-9PM so If you respond and I don't 
respond qutclcly, that'$ why 

Help me to keep the peace somehow 
t1nnk you would do somethtng like that 

I don't know what to do but I don't want people to 

IMI'OIITAHT IIAI'IO'Y IHI'Of!WinOHt 
rne use of combmatlOnoralcontl'll¢liJlt!Wi~S-d 
With tn<:roa.OO riSk£ of sell\lNil $<>nDUS !>do etloct!< .ncludlng 
bl<>odclou wtueh rtrokeorh .. rtuttadc. 

This is another email dated June 3, 2009 where she continues to insinuate that it was 
myself or Ms. Picazio that said Marie was on Websleutbs. You can see my reply where I 
said that no, Ms. Picazio did not know she was there: 



From: "Karen0415<lllaol com• «aren0415@aol.com:>­
Ta: pram gw!@ymatl.com 
Sent: Wednesday, Ju1a 3, 2009 8 11 44 PM 
SUbject: Re TtpiX 

In a message dated 61312009 5 11 18 PM Pac1fic Daylight T1me, p1rale gu@yma1l com wrrtes 

I
OMG 

Does R111l know mane IS poslmg there? 

No, not at all 

We found the real'l:loJel Cahforn1a' and the ~· dmer VI/hal Will you find? Explore WhereltsAt.com 

Md 
A.ddren 

The following email is dated July 17th, where again, I tell Ms. Clark that Kim Picazio had 
nothing to do with people saying Marie was on Websleuths. I'd like to add that Ms. 
Clark frequently tells people that she has emails stating such and such, but never shows 
them to anyone. Just threatens to expose people (extortionist). They don't exist, she 
makes it up. Ms. Clark is well known for doing this, for literally making them up ... no 
originals available. Clearly my reply, written 3 months ago, is not only the truth, but I 
am going to include my emails with "Busylady" to back this up. This email is too big for 
a single copy. so the next two copies of emails are from the same original: 



~ Eie Edt M<li ~Ofl'lfllt.l'lRy ~s Safet~ l'tlndow Keyword 51\Jl Qff ~ 
r---------~----------------------------~-IW<Id I Wnte P<oplt sat.ty S.tbt>gJ Mlltlc fuloru:6 " Mdilll""" Oilk:e HtJp 

[ Q<llrht.vt J · 

Reminder: AOL wil never ask you for ywr password or bllf19 nlor!llllOOn. 

From: 'KarenD415@aOI.com' «arerfl415@aol.com> 
To: pirats.glrl@ymall.com 
Bent: Thursday, .My 16, 2009 10:59:49 AM 
SUbject: Ra: GARCEN 

In a message dated 7/1612009 7:45:46 AM. Pacific Daylight Time, pirale.girl@ymail.com writes. 

VJhen I saw thee mail thai: Kim wrote about having you scare marie out ofwebsleuths I was furious. Of all people, Marie was the last 
person who deserved to be hurt even more. When I look al: the four ofuf- Tammy, Ktm, you and!, I really think. you and I are the only 
two people who went into all ofthls for the right reasons and I think. Ktm was successful in convincing us thai: by buying mto her bullshit we 
were helpmg. 

I think Kim is a sick and vengeful woman more focused on covering her own lll!Sdeeds than helping her client. And I think. Tammy is cast 
from the same mold I had m1 concerns about Tamm,.. to begin with but when she started claiming thai: the PCSO called her I knew I was 
right. I have seen e mails that I supposedly wrote thai: have been doctored from the original vemon- by Tammy- who then sent them to 
other people who sent them to me I don't know what her problem 1s but she has continued to harass and threaten me vta email since I lef:l: 
websleuths. 

It's to<> bad Karen because had all that not happened I'm sure we would have been great mends. I'm disappointed in the role you played in 
purrumg Kim's agenda but I also understand that I did the same thing in other ways- by posting and believing her lies, thinking I was helptng 
so rm disappointed in myself too. We both got caught up with trusting the wrong person because we thought she was the right person. 

-I: -( 



Rmnlll<ktf: !!.<X. wJII nower t~sk you tor yrxx p&s~word or bll119tnformsbro 

pursumg K:m's agenda but! also understand that I dtd the same thmg mother we.:ys- by posllng e.nd behevmg her hes, thmkmg I was helpmg 
so rm dtsappomted m myself too We both got caught up Wllh trus~~ng the wrong penon because we though!; she was the nght person 

I hold no Ill wdl toward you Karen And rm sllll hopmg Halelgh l.ll found and someone ts prosecuted Soon 

Kendall, senously listen to rna I have no 1dea what you'ro talkmg about I am bamg TOTALLY honest With you I nel/9r got an amatl from Klm telling me 
to scana Mane out ofWS Klm dtdnl evan know she was m there AI the 11me I was so womed that Klm lfll)Uid find out she was m there and then would be 
m.ad at me for not telling her If you have tha1 email I would love to sea 11, because I ne119r SWill Jt vvas Busyl~dy who told me that she saw posted over at 
Toptx that Mane vvas m your SG Busylady told me1ha11 could tell everyone thiiil she told me tha1 Thiii! was 1t ltmmedtately wentmto your SG and 
asked who was posting on Toptx I vvas so womed that Mana's post would get out I also tmmedtstely PM'd Mane and told her that people knew she wee 
m there I told her I could delete her ntc, her posts, and g1-.e her a new ntc N3.AP I aven told her to delete her 2 fneods on her profile page so If anyone 
went !hera, they'd have no vvay of knowmg tt was her and to delete her mends messages I changed her ntc to SNU11 or somethmg like that, and that 
was the end of rt I aven checked Jemco'$ profile, and she had not been on 1/1/S for close to a week, so I knew rt wasnt her I told Mane that too And that 
was 1t, I naver PM'd or talked to MarJe agam By the ltma Klm learned that Mane had been tn WS postmg, Seeket4Trulh wgs gone She nmr saw 
anythmg that I am avvana of Klm ne-.er told me to chase Mane off, and rf she dtd, I lfll)Uidn~ have I vvas nO! close to Kim that way I am also unaware of 
anythmg threatenmg thai Tammy has satd to you, snd I'm agatn telhng you the truth I email wtth her once tn awhtie, but because I'm not followmg the 
case, there's not much to talk about She swore to me that the deteet1119that called her gave your name and could prove rt \lla smalls rfl'm not m1staken 
She was upset and d1dn\ want to talk about It, and the more we pushed the more upset she got, so I dropped rt And that has been the end of 11 for me, no 
one evor menttoned anylhmg to me agatn 

Kendall, please find that email and send rt to ma I know Ktm naver satd that to me, Klm naver talked to me about Mane rn any manner thai I can 
recall so whatevor you got ts srthar forged or !hate vvas a mtsunderstandmg 

Conect mill ill• mn~& ~~~at 
IIIA4f!Gd create tile - ,__ 
Theil 11441 ,.,_\Willi. ' CUCII 11£111: 

Although I told Ms. Clark several times that Busylady was the one who told me about 
Marie, not only did she ignore me, but she has posted this all over the internet ... accusing 
me (and Kim Picazio) of wrong doing, totally slandering my reputation. I have never, 
until now, defended myself. 

Going back to June when all of this occurred, here are the copies of my emails with 
Busylady discussing this very topic. 

Here is the first email! received from Busylady infonning me that posters were 
discussing Marie being on Websleuths. This is dated June 2, 2009; 

... 

@ 
Reply 

-® --
F<lt'lnl't 

ffi' 
Reply AI 

El 
Add 

Addri!Sl 

Report 
$pam 

Print 



Remindel: AO!. viii rwver a."ic you for your pa~rd or b!llng ~ntom•ltton 

From: "KarenD4l.51:!Paol.com• <Ka"erD415@aol.com> 
To: fl<aL2002@yahoo.com 
Sent: Tuesday, l.m 2, 2009 8:59:42 PM 
SUbject: Ra: (no sub)31:t) 

In a msssa!}t! dated 6J2120091i'fi7:43 P.M. Pacific Daylight lime, pkal_:m2@yahoo.com writes: 

Ohno how awful! II 

I am hoping a bunch of people don't read topru, there are some WS porters who post both on topoc and here and ifMw is seekeroflruth 
(I think that is the name topix used) then people are gonna figure out pretty quickly it is Marie if she post in the reg PL. 

I know. That's sort of what I was allud1ng to earlier when I said the SG's keep people from really knowing each. other . .All you guys see are the biting, 
sarcastic posts. No one sees the hugs and taars, wllich is really a shame. 

As for Maria .I dont even know what to say. 

We found the real 'Hotel California' and the 'Seinfeld' diner. What will you find? Ex11lors WherellsAtcom. 

111M ovoilolie in 12 
Free Shipping 
Order Now~ 

flio 
'<'(•<' 

Also dated June 2, 2009, my email with Busylady where I am asking her for a link to 
where they're discussing Marie being on Websleuths: 

@ 
Reply 

A -® ----
Farw.~rt 

~ 
Rl::9iyAI 

tJ 
Add 

Address 

Report 
Spam 

Print 



Romtnder: Aot. wJI never est you 1or YOlft J)MSWord or blllng lllformll!lon 

yep let me see lfi can find It agam - there are 11ke 36,000 post - but I know I saw It wttbln tbe last week or so when they were calling out HH &om 
SM and postmg all her p!Cs and 5lUff 

lfllm: ")(arerD415@aol com• <Karen041'5!lr>aol com> 
To: pkat_.2002@yahoo com 
Sent: Tuesday, June :2, 2009 9 25 :32 PM 
SubJect: (oo sub}.'lct) 

Is there ~nyway you can QMl me a link to where they ra talktng about M~ne on Topn(? I'm 1rymg to do some tnvesttgatmg 

We found the reGI !:iot~l California and the ~ dmer What ~Mil you find? Explore Wherel!sAt,c;om 

A treatment option for HR+ early-stage 
breast cancer may help reduce 

the risk of recurrence. 

This is an email sent the next day, June 3, 2009, from Busylady telling me she's still 
looking for the posts about Marie over on Topix: 

Forward 

Pnnt 



Remintkf: AOL WJI never ask you lcr your pa$Sword or bil!ng lnf(l(maiJOO 

: 

Slllllookmg I made lt thru all the lrttle stde threads last rugbt • wd1 tackle the btg thread on and off today I thmk ll: was the poster Hobbit, Shannon, 
or Say What· because I was really focused on them bec:mse they were ta1k:mg about plannmg a protest, and I was sk:tppmg over bunches of other It 

post that are nothing but fighbng Say What JS the one that 'called" badme out awhde back and Say What Just recently posted personal ptcs and 
"called• outHHfrom SM.- so I thmki am on the nght track Wlllletyou know I d!dleam thatyoucanhave se1reral hats over there or even use 
someone elses hat If they havent "verrlied" thetr name, winch explains why that forum ts such a mess and 90% garbage 



My reply to Busylady explaining that no one can ftnd it and now people think I am 
making it up. She replies to me that I can tell people it came from her. This is dated June 
3, 2009. 

Remtnd&f: AOL W1J never ask you for yoor password or Ptng lliforroohon 

•• 
Oh good lord hk.e you make anythJng up, they know better than that Ten them I prod you and asked you about tt cause I saw II: on T opuc, they 
already don't beheve anythtng I have to say I should of kept my mouth shut I will find tt :nmply for your peace of mmd In a pm between badme 
and I several several weeks ago, I had told badme about them talkmg about her on Toptx as wen as HH on SM statmg pnte was not really related 
to RC at all Can I ask for help m searchrog from out SG, was avotdmg that because 1t would bnng confirmatlon that Mane :IS posting at WS though 
they pretty much already figured she was 

From: 'l<arenO<!lS®ool com" 
To: pkat_2002@yahoo com 
sent: Wecl1esday, June 3, 2009 3 2J 42 PM 
Subject: Re Toprx 

In a message dated SJ312009 6 52 38 AM Pacdic Daylight Ttme, pkat_2002@yahoo com wnles 

Stillloolang I made :!1: lhru an the httle Stde threads last rught. will tackle the btg thread on and off' today I thmk tt was the po.ster Hobbtt. 
Shannon, or Say What- because I was really focused on them because they were talkmg about plannmg a protest, and I was slappmg over 

bunches of olher post that are nothmg but f.igb1mg Say What IS the one that "called' badrne out awlnle back and SayWbat jUSt recently 
posted personal p!CS and "called" out HH from SM- so I thmk I am on the ngbt track. Will let you know I dtd learn that you can have 
several hats over there or even use someone elses hat Jfthey havent 'venlied' their name, whlch explams why lhat forum ts such a mess and 
900/o garbage 

The other soc1al group has been lookmg all last mghl and today I looked all last mght no one can find anyth1ng Now they thmk I'm makmg 11 up 

And a discount 
co~pay card can help you 
save on vour prescription. Learn more. 

Also dated June 3, 2009, my reply to Busylady stating I won't tell anyone that it was her 
who told me about people saying Marie was on Websleuths. 

" 



Oh I left early for drs jUllk ·JUSt logged back on a bit ago and caught your entad Its ok you can tell them It was me TG that told you I don't want 
them doubt:mg you for a second, I am shocked that they would 

From: 'Ka'enD415illlaol com• «<lra-D4:15@aol com> 
To: pka~ih:Jo com 
Sent: I!'Jednesday, June 3, 20Cl9 6 30 53 PM 
SUbject: (j1o rub )OCt) 

'Mlare dtd you go today? Hope I dtdnl confuse you w/my last email NO ONE knows you told me about Merta, and no one everwdl 

We found the real 'Hotel Califom•Q' and Ina 'Se~nfeld dmer What wdl you ~nd? ExPlore Whtrei!:!;At,com 

An email dated June 3, 2009 from Busy lady to me where she tells me she is still looking 
for those posts on Topix: 



I Just read your post 1t1 the PL I totally respect your dec!Ston I know It wasnl: an easy ooe to mllk.e I wlll also keep search!og Topuc and emll1l you 
what I find, I finally reached the p<»nt that I don t care what the othets 1fttnk but I do want you to kn~ l would never be dishonest With you or 
=lead you m anyway Unfortunately, I 1fttnk the ooly new oews we are gomg to be hearmg about ll1 the near future IS all the Cobra and KP drama 
and that JUSt gonoa make thltlgs ugher for awhde Will our S/G be closed as weU? 

I want you to know that you have done an amaz:mg Job I am hopeful that people will post upstatrll and feelrogs and fhendsh!ps can be mended and 
we can get back more to the facts 

This is where it ended. Busylady never found and/or emailed me links to where these 
posts were and I didn't pursue it further. 

If you review all my emails with Ms. Clark as well as Busylady, from June thru to July, 
you will find everything matches, is consistent, and the truth. 

Kim Picazio NEVER asked me to hide a thing from her client Crystal Sheffield or her 
family, including Marie Griffiths. Kim never approached me to do anything on her 
behalf against her client, nor would I if she had. I never saw Ms. Picazio post/say 
anything inappropriate, or not already out in the public. She never publicly or privately 
said a negative word about her clients to me. I saw the Ms. Clark stated on the affidavit 
that Ms. Picazio told her negative things about John Merchant, asking her (Ms. Clark), to 
post them publicly. I also asked Ms. Picazio about John Merchant (in an email, see 
below), as I was received a private message about him from someone else. Here is my 
email and her reply to me~ dated April29t 2009: 

Forn 



Good cop m this case That's all I know 

Sent Vla BlackBerry by AT&T 

from Karan0415@aol com 
Date Wed, 29 Apr 2009 10 17 50 EDT 
To <kim@piCliZIOiaw com> 
Subject (no subject) 

Someone JUS'! PM d someone th1s no clue what 1t s about 

What have you heard about LE Merchant (Sp?J Good cop or slime ball? 

Also, I would like to address Ms. Clarks comment about Tammy Spratt aka Badme on 
Websleuths. She states in the affidavit that Ms. Spratt suffers from neurological and 
mental problems. Ms. Spratt is so distressed over these bogus allegations that she has 
asked me to speak for her. Ms. Spratt does indeed have Multiple Sclerosis but she does 
not suffer from any umentaiD illnesses. 1 can attest to the fact that Ms. Spratt is a highly intelligent 
and very well like member of Websleuths, displaying nothing of the kind. I think it's a true 
testament to Ms. Clarks character that she would even mention an illness such as Multiple 
Sclerosis in such a derogatory, cruel manner 

It is apparent that Kendall Cummings Clark is blatantly and intentionally committing pe~ury in an 
attempt to discredit KJm Picazio. I sincerely hope there are serious penalties for fraud. 

Lastly, due to the serious nature of this issue, I am willing to Fed-X my laptop computer, at my 
expense, so that these ema11s can further be authenticated. 

Sincerely, 



'··-d·· 



(, JER.ElMIAH REGAN, who after first beill8 duly swotn, dl8poses i.Ud 51)'1: 

(1) Myt:t.~me is.milEMIAH.RBOAN, and hm over \8 yean ofrqp. lro.etCrystal Sbaffield 
in early March 2009, -prior 'to Kim. Pfcazio•s ~tati®. of her. Kim picazio !Wd r h&d De'\11!1' met prior 
to March 20®. At tbtLt tiJne, I was livint in Hut:W,p, ~a i:lDYm around 20 mi.nlltl!:l &om where 
Haleiah ~mp went missing. 

(2) When I met Ccystal Shoffie[d, I was ~ tiW !!be wu the Mother of mining child,. 
Haleilb CUtr.lat.i:np. My Fl!ltbtr WM a local Pastor in town, and we offend She.ffield assi$tlmce and 
5upport dllllins ~ traJic thne in her life.. Crystallivod i.n Baker Comlty, Florida,. Marly two (2) hours 
away from P!AtMm County, '~ her daugbtw went missing. She WillS stayiq in P'!Jtr.nm'l County whilo 
tile invatigtltioa of her missing ~was ongoiD@. 

(3) Ak our first in1roduction, I bep1 spending time with Crystal. and we became mends 
while she wu ayina in Pufrlam Coum.y. !assisted Cry:mU and her family, ftOd wu 'tllli:Jtlesfll!d by them to 
assiit in raisinc donation~J to help with dw family's pcrscmli ~diture& wbir. smyidg in Pumam 
Coonty. The family wu ~~donations. and Marie Griffis orpni;~:ed aod ~~-for a 
RafDe for a car at a tem she • tq> om:sjde the traUw park ~'i'lere Haleigb wat last seen. lb\ftle tickets 
wete sold by Marie and her friends at the ttmt. Maris also had T ·Shirts ma.de, impriuted ~th l:laJeigb's 
face, to be sold to tbtt: commtmity at the ~t l had no involvetnet:~l o.: kn~ with the ~ipt of theM: 
fundi by tke fimUiy. All dOmitions "Wei'~ collected and bpt by the famlly. Kim Picazio had aot yet bllieu 
retained by f.hc fimfly when these d.<mtd:ion e:tf'om. were bemf! ~200. by Marie Griftls. 8Jid her friends. 

(4) J met Kim Pf~ for the 11m t:in'le oo March. t 3, 2009. At that time, Crydll wu li.vin3 
in a trailer itt Satlmma, Plorid.!J, ltmt to her by a friemd. She and. her family wete ~ to v~ me trllfk:ir 

in m~h, 2009. Crystal wu uoanpk:Jy.d and did ll()t bl"Ve tunclsJ to st.tppm herMJfaad her:i1!mily, 
and had no ~to S"*Y in tQ<IIlln. ""l""k fttmity uktd ~ Picuio Od l to assist mcm fn flndmg a eemral 
location wkt£n: dbe &mily CO'lll&cl coovcne in PutMm eoomy. I found a small tmildins tc ren.t in town, 
wk.m tha ftmrlly oouki be eom.fm1ahlc while the invesdption for Hat.jp was ongoing. Kim Picam 
paid tbc 'the rem of the small building, N well as aU materials to fix it up for Crystal and bet family. "''he 
bu.ildins wu in cli~r. I pmonllly donated s:ny tilDe and many houn 1:0 fbi; up the buildiq fr1r the 
family. pur catplrt on tile.~ paim1 on the wells, f.'d&Od111Jed the bdwcom, etc. This was all done to 

assist the rnodMr of a missing child, and hflf fiami ly. 

(S) From mid-March to late Aprilt 2009, Cr)-stal and her fam.i!y spent most oftbeit days and 
~OOM'.l n.igbb at the small building, nicknamed the HaJeiab Bu8 Center. Crystal usi.md. mo in thi• 
process, PIJ.indna the building. liUld bqing CW1ain!. Crystal set up the Haleip Bug Cemm ao her Uidng. 
~md bad. a playl?'flft aml other provisions thll\ll"e so tb.t her i.n:fimt dzwghter~ Chloe, could be COI'Ilfu.rt.able. 
~ wu a cot for c~ to $le!t!p Ott. Cblos wotdd often sl~ m the playpen. Commtttt~ mcmbf:r$ 
would come to the Ceater to visit Ceystal.and her W,nily during d1e dly and eveoiDg9. 

(6) I did aot nm ar ~.,the Haleigh Bus c .... ~'the. initial set up wu coaq:tle1td 
for the family, I bad very liCtJe dealings with d:te Cen-t otbcllt than to convene with Cryst~~lll'!d her family 
~. Tbere WliiS oo ~ .. M the lmilding, other than Crysed. MD Griffts, and their family 
frimds who law dtosc to vohurtHr bounl to ka:p the CeMJ:r opm. to the P'JbUo. ~ wma no 



.. 

~e decisions~ for die Center, by me or Kim Picazio. Marie Griffis and herfiilmd.s rm die Center 
exclusively. 

(7) Ctystml Sheffield amd Jler family initially requested that 1 assist in fund raismg fur 
dooadoos fur Clj'$tal. Millie Griffi:t wanted to put a PayPal buttoa oo the Halei~YJ Bug we~ Kim 
Pkazio I both informed Crystal that we thought this would :not be !rplln)priat:L Mluie Griffis WN the 
pr~ pmoo who orpnmad tbnd ming efforts through T-Sltirt ~and t1t.e sale of aebt11t ikfnl at dte 
CenCier. Kim l?'ica.zio and I had no involvan«!t w~r ill ~ fund raising~ NJ.d cautioned the 
lmnlly about them. 

(8) Kim Pic:mo andl ab.o told C~ .-\d her mother oo 51Weml ~that it 'WlU not 

goiog to be approprilM to request dcuatioo1 for Cryml ro l"'ilrMm im Putnam County. 1 alJo bed seveml 
conversations with Crystal about bow it woWd look to lhe p~blio if~ eominu~ ~g ~ 
after aro~md 60 days from the datle her child wem TlliJsing. Kim and I both b.td mtmded conversation~ 
with Crystal that at some point. she should obtain employment amd/or s,o lulck home to Balcer Coonty. 

(9) At no time did M8rle Oriffis or Crystal evcw ~ ct ~that the HalefP. Bu~ 
Cenw be closed, a& '!:beY 'A<ere tctiVll!ly !Jitllhlg Haleieh itans ftom Ute build~ ~ orprddn@ fttnd 
raisq ev~ ftoen there. Kim Picazio told them in my~ tha1 shcwm:Jld pay for the~~ u 
long BS they~ to stay there, or until they cc:ndd affurd it ~lves. 

for the Hlleip Bug Center. Mane Oriffts. and ber fiiends and. family $pem day ~day at the Halcligh 
Bog Cefrtlllr. They organized Cotmnunity b.heque$ and otblr ~ts 1111 the b1111i1ding. T'hey also so!d 
m.any items printed with Halflisb's face and infurmation. Mn lo:pt filiJS, ~ 1M books at the 
Center reptdiog fund raisins ~ ~tpt of donations. and expmditu:~.W. Marie nm tho c~ lib an 
office, and had her friends volun.teer their time to keep lite Ceuter opeB durlu1. the day to sell bmcehsts 
and T·Shirts to the public, 

( ll) .Kim PiCQ:io and I did n.ot !Dave any involvement in what was aoJd 1111 the Hlllei!h Bug 
Center. Those i1em5 Wllft ~ by Ml!lrie,. .and sold by the family and the vol~ they put ~ 
place at the cmw. 1'he family kept m. fimds irom those sales, aad nchber I, nor Kim Pic.azi.o were 
im.'Diwtt in any way in tile:se sales. When we WOI!kl visit tbe Cemer~ Kim Picazi.o and I rold C:rymd, her 
fam{Jy, and the vohm~ tfYIC thr=y aeedc:d to keep b'ICk of funds noeived, md 1:0 keep all ft!Oeipf& for 
their~ acommtins. 

(ll) In Mam:b. 2009, C~J speeifieally reqv.ested. that 1 hold some of her doudon money .i., 
m e~nve\ope fC»' afekeepiiiJJ. It oosatained a 6:¥1 lnmdred dolii!'IJ of~ ftmds that community 
m~ h&lld given Mc-. She told. rne ~ Kim .Pic.azio, oo llW1Y occuioos. in front ofwmy &mily 
members, ffiomdl, md. votunteen, th!d .11be did not wam to persooally hold. th8 ~· io the envelope. 
Kim. Pk:uio ISbld her 011 nnmemus ooc::uwru.1 if Me WIU'II'lcd lh11 6md$ blck,. or fur ber mod.ter to hold m. 
m:velopo, but she insisted 'itJat I cootbwc to hold lhe 'funds 'far bu. ~ ud. I spent a Jot of time 
~ dwins the month of Match, 2009~ and whenever .me requesllcd. fonds, siN toQk it from 11te 
enwlo~ I was boldin& fOr bet. 

Pap2oflll 



(13) t never took or U!J4!d a siqle dollar from the envelope for my pcr.mmu use, or without 
pJV})fllr a~. I kept a Jog of Md1 and overy withdmva1 ihat was takEn :from the enwlope, IWd 
what the funds were used for. All ~itw't'.S were authorized directly by Cryst81 bcrself. K'.hn Picazio 
ha.d no involvem~ or !mow~ about the funds in tbe envelope or what they W'fln'8 uetd for. lnstUd, 
Cf)'!lbll would Jive me autbori2atkm to use funds for specifl.C tbiogs for the Centa', fer her own per110ul 
use, or for her PriV\l!Ce lnvesdptor. 

(14) Ill\ euty Aprilv 2009, molt of tho fundJ had bam spent by Cl)'stal and her family. I 
drabd. a fu}l a.ecountins of all 1.\mds. RGeipb. and e~, and pvc the ICCO\Intins SO Kim Picazkl 
and Crystal S'heffieJd on Aa:lrl1 8, 2009at the Halclgb .Bq Center. A copy of tM Accounti.ng is lttlebed 
to this sta'tem£01. I abo p.ve them all receiptS fur~ that b8d b=l 'll'tllde by Cl)'Stal. After that 
date, I contind to spc::md time with Crystaltmd her family, and they aJwa.ys expressed tl:wdr ~eciatim 
tOr my auj$1Mce with their family. I was w:ry ~turprised at the alleptic:m made in 1hit offid.ll Jnquiry, 
and had M~VW bNd COftfi'or.ded by the r..ily about any of the alleg.tiions aapiMt m~ or Kim Plcaz:io, 
uutil now. 

(15) Ceystlll o:b ~od cub funds directly ftom people in the cooummity 'Who stopped by 
her firroily' $ tent, and latw at the lJaleigh Bug Center. ( did nat accoom for tho funl'b, becawte Crytta~ 
be:r mother, or their fmoily friends, kept those fund$ and rec:otds ~,.,.. Cu'h donldioos were put in 
Crysta!ts poekat. or ~ived by Marie ~t~d her :friends. I had n.o ilwolwment with ~or 
fundraisws td.\er Mamh 2009. l no longer whmteered at tm &leigh Bug Center after its initial set up. I 
stopp::d by the ~from time to time to visit Crystal, or to mlp 1M ~ily wiib miner~ at the 
buildiltJ. 

(J 6) Marie Griffis, Ctj'SI.1dt s mother, bpt ~ of~ funds. She also kept aU receipts 
for .til ~itulres mill<hl with~~ and orderd T-Shim and cdM.!r itllm.s to be sold It dte 
Center. Kim~ and I hl.d 1:10 irrvol'muent or speci& lmcwted!fJ about Marie's sales at tM Haleilb 
Bu1 Center. Until tbe Cooter was <:loHd,. Mario kept the bru;:.k room of the Raleigh Bug Cetwer set t.rp like 
:w oft'ke for her fund raising events and Wei at tiae Center. l did hev :K.int f'icazlo remind Marie on 
sewrat occaskms 1im she WC'Uld field to keep records of'thi:H items for her owo ~~at lbe end of 
the~. 

( 17) Debbie Huddlestoo, a .ftwily mead ofMIBric Griffis and Cty'ltai, wu one of the 

volunt/e.Clm at the Hdeigh Bag C~. In. April, 1009, Crystal informed me and Kim Picazio that she 
believed Debbie Huddl~ was taking morley' from herd~ ud food nti&mg. C.r)'!tl!&llhelli took 
the keys to 1fle 1-bleip Bug Cent. from Debbie Huddlestora, wbo ~ VQ~untmiftg tbr tho Center. 1 
was mid by Crystal and her family th~~t Debbie Huddl~ and Mario Griffis had all tM bookt and 
receipts of doM.tiom and tbeire~. Marie was the pm;on who made~ 1irom the 
doi.WioM, such a$ T -Sh.l.rt:l, PiM. Brao~ & Marie and Crysmrs fiimds sold tilese ;~to the 
oommamity, anli kept the funds. 1 did not have any kn~ of'lhe iimd8 th~ nceiwd tro..n, sellli1(l 
these iwrm. 

(18) Kim Pic:azio .utem~ to~ 1 tnm set up for the family, but they ~ould not dedde on 
who wouJd be 1be ~ ttutee f~ 'lh trust. .Kim~ Wb wry ~d.,~ sbe did. no¢ wam 
me :&mUyto set into trouble for tJic ftmd 1aiamg and doudcms tbit t1ay were~. l aee~*l 
Kim Pica%hl to Bank of Am~ to ~ the bmk m.uAg~~~r to serve this role, but she wu lster told lfud 

O~!d 



ibe banlt could nm serve as thl!) Trustee. Kim .Picazio, wittt my ~rtllll~ did w~ we wu.k1 t(ll 
e.MUm thlt Crys;tal'$ d~ ~ .11e001.1Jrmd for and disbursed acccwding to the law, but reminding the 
family to keep records. Kim Piuzio told the family em n~ ~ons in m.r'Pt'~ thlt she was 
not biiOdlJna thooe ~for them, but would ~ 10 get a pro booo attmney to flive them advice on 
the propar handling of donations. 

(19) I never~ lmpropaiy in any way with rqvd to dONilticms received. by Crystal 
:iheftleld. I newr~ Kim P~ act improperly in any way wHh ropni to doul:ions ~ved by 
Crystal Sheffield, aDd MYU held any funds f9f the mmUy. Kim :Piculo ami I coostMdy w~ Crystal 

IUld her family to do things properly with regard to donations And fbod raisins .w•Mt. and it wu a mt}ov 
1!'1!'11 of .concern. We dici not want them to get jotxJ trouble foe thinp they vr.n doing in flds ~ It 
wu an isrrue that~ diSCUS~C~d numei'CU$ times. 

('20) Crystal and bet fmilly hAw never eJ~.preued any cooc:ems over In)' acc;r:mnting of the 
donations thlltl bcld f« Crymi, tbr a short time,. and purst.1111111t to her repeQed reqoeats. Cl'Y*l eootinua 
to call .me u a iiicod,. aDd. we bad a frlcmdly conversation ~ wnb 310. Aa oo 1:\me did $Ike inform 
me that she hlld ailqed i.mp.ropriety on the par:t of me or Kim Picuio. 

(21) C~ and Mario Griffis did not insht that tht~ Ccmm be closed. Cryatal and Marie told 
me that d!e Cemcr was mO"df!d to Bater Colll'lty after Cry.ttallurd a seizure llld .;ou kl not drive to Sabult'na 
from her home 'WI\ ere !he was recuper&d:ina. 

(22) J ~ ht eoat~~~rt snd on @00<1 tetr.l'll with Kim Picl.zio and ber l:l.usband, Mi~l 
Picazio. Kim J.l'ic.ado and I~ wry hard to make sure thiJJ family \VU tlkq e!I.A'It of dmlng this u:agie 
t:i.rne. We went to ~ ~and voluotfilill'\ld htmdredl of hours 10 makins t11mn more oomfortable. 
The alleptioos that b~~tVG be. tniJ.de are completely ratse.,. ace~ m my persoml knowledge. 

RJRWER AFFl.A.NT SA YBTH NOT. 

I u~ dw lallll!lswurila' ••Birmi.ug ~ aalh • die tn.ibl'.tllft! oftb.e ehb1111' uoade le 
tb:it ~an tllattllc ~naeat torr ~ly llll!laldJII• falscsta~& ~liMa udfor 

impdtloallll!lad, 

g·d 
O!%'Q!d 



$400 initial money from donations/bracelets from Debbie 

+$200 donation (two one-hundred dollar bills) 

+$100 donation (one one-hundred dollar bill) 

+$140 checks (small checks from various donors) =$840 lif:;1i! 

-$60 gas for cobra (upon Kim's instructions) i.e. if she wishes to keep bill, she must assist expensesCa ~ 
=$780 

-$50 cash to crystal (upon request) 

=$730 

·$30 to ''Todd" informant (gas) upon bills expense necessity request 

=$700 

to 

=$660 

-$140 checks to crystal upon request 

=$520 ~ 
-$200 owed to bill (authorized by Crystal/Marie) remaining from the $500 Marie owed Bill Lft-iJA 
=$320 

-$25 cash to Crystal upon request 

=$295 ~ 
·$155 3day @Penn motel for cobra and Mathew upon bills necessity request for emergency lodginc C~ 
=$140 

+$40 donations/bracelets from Debbie =$180 

-$100 cash to crystal for house phone (Haleigh bug center) upon request 

=$8.0 

-$50 cash to crystal upon request 4/1/09 

=$30 cash left. 4/1/09 Jeremiah Regan 



STATEMENT OF WILLIAM E. STAUBS 

My name is William E. Cobra Staubs, and I was a Private Investigator on the Haleigh Cwnmings missing 
child case. I was retained by Crystal Sheffield's father, Johnny Sheffield, to investigate the whereabouts 
of his missing granddaughter, Raleigh Cummings, and to ascertain who was responsible for her 
abduction. Later, I contracted with Ruby Kanger, Crystal Sheffield's step--mother. Kim Picazio and I 
worked closely together on the case, and have been friends for many years. I was the one who referred 
Kim Picazio to Crystal Sheffield for representation with the media and family law issues. 

During my investigation in Satsuma, Florida, I discovered that Marie Griffis was blogging on the internet. 
l warned Kim Picazio to keep Crystal's family from leaking information of the ongoing investigation. It 
was very important that our investigative information was protected from the public and possible suspects 
in the small town of Satsuma, Florida. Marie Griffis and her friends continued to blog information on the 
internet, which disrupted my investigations, and Kim Picazio' s efforts to represent Crystal Sheffield. I 
received emails from Marie Griffis which stated that she was going to get Kim Picazio off the case by any 
means, because she would not seek custody of Ronald Cummings, Jr. for her daughter, Crystal. 

It has been alleged by the Bar Inquiry that Kim Picazio and I requested Kendall Clark, alk/a Pirate Girl, to 
spread false information on the internet. This is outright false, and we would have never given sensitive 
information to a DIO,Il:2<~r. 
regarding the Haleigh Cummings case, asking us to confmn the rumors. Both Kim Picazio and I worked 
very hard in the field and in the media, and did not have time to spend blogging on the internet. Further, I 
stayed with Kim Picazio in the same in a hotel suite when she was in Satsuma, and I never saw her 
blogging on the internet. 

I never called Kendall Clark while drinking, and neither did Kim Picazio. I do not drink alcohol. I never 
did a three way call with Kendall Clark and Kim Picazio to my knowledge. Kendall Clark, blogger Pirate 
Girl, called me numerous times seeking inside information in the Haleigh case to heat things up. She 
called me at various hours of the evening, asking for information she could put on the internet. She 
wanted information about any of the family members, who I was investigating for the abduction of 
Raleigh. Clark was more interested in the ~'di~ on the family, than the facts of the disappearance of the 
missing child. Clark also used third parties on several occasions to make contact with me to get rumors 
or other information on the family members ofHaleigh. She told me she was blogging information on the 
Internet. She told me she was blogging information on both Ronald Cummings and Crystal Sheffield to 
create a "drama". 

At one point;. it got so bad, that I took a stance, along with Kim Picazio, and we told Kendall Clark to stop 
divulging rumors on the internet. Disenchanted and unhappy with the cut off from information, she 
arranged through another blogger, Thomas Russo, alk/a Nunzio on Websleuths, to have lunch with me in 
Satsuma, Florida. They asked ifl would meet them with other bloggers to give them information on Kim 
Picazio and family members of Raleigh Cwnmings. At that meeting, she was interested in any negative 
things I knew about Crystal Sheffield. I did not give her any information. We had a friendly lunch, it was 
well received by everyone. 
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Several days later, Clark began blogging that I had "scared" her. She has constantly tried to reinvent 
herself by making different identities. She would hide behind different internet names, and refused to 
give me her real name when she asked me to meet her at lunch in Satsuma. Clark then began defaming 
Kim Picazio on the internet, and attempted to become close friends with Marie Griffis. 

This attack on Kim Picazio is pure rhetoric. I was never asked to inflame stories by Picazio or anyone in 
her staff. Kim Picazio and I did not feel that Detective Merchant was corrupt, and would never ask 
anyone to represent he was. The conflicts between Kim Picazio and I during the Haleigh Cummings case 
did not result from in the false claims made by Clark about Haleigh staffer, Jeremiah Regan. These 
claims regarding Kim Picazio and Jeremiah Regan are false. I did not tape record any conversation with 
Jeremiah and Kim. Kim Picazio's husband and I remain close friends, as do Kim and I. Kim's husband 
never found her doing anything improper with Jeremiah or anyone else in a hotel room. These allegations 
by Clark are completely false, and were rumors spread on the internet, in part by Marie Griffis to get Kim 
off the case. Marie Griffis made these false claims against Kim during a time when Kim was representing 
her daughter, and would not file for custody. 

Kim Picazio and I had conflicts during the case because she adamantly defended her client. During the 
course of the case, I personally witnessed Crystal Sheffield take illegal narcotics on several occasions. I 
attempted to tell Kim that her client was doing drugs. Kim Picazio did not want me releasing this 
tru<lrm:ar")nro Icmmcmu:a 
be put in rehab. I was present at a meeting between Crystal Sheffield and her Father, Marty Sheffield, 
when her father demanded Crystal go to rehabilitation for drug abuse and addiction. Crystal refused. At 
that time, Kim Picazio and I were naturally on different "sides" of the case, as she was representing 
Crystal Sheffield. 

Licensed Private Investigator 
Case Closed Investigations, Inc. 
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STATEMENT BY MICHAEL PICAZIQ 

(1) My name is Michael J. Picazio, and I am Kim Picazlo's husband of nearly fifteen (15) 
years. 

(2) My Wife represented Crystal Sheffield as a lawyer and spokesperson from mid-March 
2009 to mid..July 2009. I have personal knowledge of several of the claims made by Crystal 
Sheffield, and Marie Griffis, contained in the Bar Inquiry. 

(3) l had several conversations with Marie Griffis when she was forming the nonprofrt 
organization, Halelgh Bug Foundation, Inc. I offered my assistance, and contacted my 
corporate lawyers to render advise on the proper procedures and paperwork for Marie Griffis to 
form this charitable organization. I also spoke with Marie, and the Department of Agriculture, 
about her registration for soliciting donations on behalf of Crystal, and the Haleigh Bug 
Foundation. 

(4) In speaking with Marie, I informed her that we could have an accountant assist her at the 
Haleigh Bug Center, or for the Haleigh Bug Foundation, so that she could leam to keep books 
property. Marte Grtms Informed me, and my employee, Jerri Green, that she was a certified tax 
consultant. Further, she stated that her nephew was a Certified Public Accountant, and would 

handling all of the books and records at the Center and for the Foundation. 

(5) Marie Informed me on several occasions that she had all of the books, logs, receipts, 
ledgers, and other documents invoMng the Haleigh Bug Center at her home in Baker County, 
after she abruptly took all of the contents of the building rented by my Wife and I for her family in 
Satsuma, Florida. Marie declined any assistance from me or my Wife regarding the books and 
records at the Haleigh Bug Center. 

(6) Wtth regard to allegations by Kendall Cfark. I have never met Kendall Clark, nor do t 
know who she is. I would like to ensure the Florida Bar that I drove to Palatka, Florida only 
once during my Wife's representation of Crystal Sheffield. I did not dmm to Satsuma and find 
my Wrfe doing anything improper in her hotel room, registered in my own name. I found her 
asleep alone, in her hotel room which I was given a key to by the front desk. 

(7} My Wife and I remain on very good terms with Jeremiah Regan and his family. We are 
also very dose friends with William E. Staubs, who lives in our hometown. 

(8) The claims made by the Sheffield family and Kendall Clark are undeniably false. My 
Wife worked harder on the Sheffield case than I had ever seen her work. My family supported 
her in this endeavor, which often times took her away from her three (3) young children. My 
Wife, with the good blessings of our family, made a consoious decision to aid and support Ms. 
Sheffield, the mother of missing child Haleigh Cummings. The claims made by the family are 
simply malicious, and mind boggling. 

jl~~. lr42-f/-&j 
Michael J. Picazio 




